
Reading 13 14 15 middle English questions  

Day 13 

1. In Beowulf everyone runs to the mead hall for happiness and pleasure it’s the center of their 

lives. We here of all the activities and things that they do but in Sir Gawain we hear about the 

opposite. We hear about the food and how delicate their culture is. Its two way different 

cultures. 

In Beowulf we see the mead hall as the center of society. They feasted together and partied but 

there weren’t many descriptions of food and clothes. While in Sir Gawain, however, we hear 

about the dainty food, the fancy clothes, the silken embroidery, the caroling, and the politeness 

of their culture. Its two different worlds. 

 

2. It sounds like it wouldn’t fit at all. It doesn’t sound like a court from the dark ages. 

 

This doesn’t sound like a court from the dark ages at all. Little colleges and covines of druids. 

Houses whose mortar had been ritually mixed with baby’s blood. All this tells us that Lewis, as he 

worked with Arthurian with into his story, was using the older Arthurian legends and the newer. 

 

Reading 14 

1. This year’s Christmas games are similar because they both had trades. Its now different 

because they are trying to kill each other. 

Last year’s games were trading battle-axe blows- this year they will trade a day’s winnings.  

 

2. I’m not very sure how the poet is trying to display him. We know he is not the smartest 

person and seeks danger. 

He is trying to display hm as the very essence of gallantry. Courteous and politeness at its 

finest. We can all see as clear as day that Gawain’s behavior so far has not been safety first. 

 

3. He seems closest to the Merlin in Geoffrey’s.  He is a prophet and basically control nature, 

he has control over his magic and his power isn’t by spells.  

 

Dr Dimble describes his prophecies as simply popping out, as if he can’t help it and doesn’t 

even know what they mean himself. He was the son of an incubus. Lewis’s Merlin says that 

was just a lying story. He was never the devil’s son. Personality wise he seems closest to 

Geoffroy’s Merlin. His power is not the kind that is attached to cauldrons and brews and 

wands.  

 

Reading 15 

 

1. He’s very appealing to other people and gives complements. He also kisses which is weird to me 

but he meant it to be polite cause that’s what they did in that time frame. People in the 14th 



century may have viewed their heroes of being polite and kind showing great virtue with their 

actions. 

Gawain is very careful to preserve a polite demeanor full of light jests, dainty compliments, and 

lavish praise of the lady. 14th century audience would’ve admired politeness and courtly 

gallantry.  

 

2. He cheats breaking the rules for the game. He had to give up much to repay for his mistakes but 

they did not kill him which is good. This shows how Gawain’s character is one that is not very 

noble and if he keeps it up, he could be killed.  He’s a coward. 

 

He refused gifts from his hostess and came up with lame excuses for why he didn’t have any. 

Though when she gave him something he truly wanted he took it. Gawain has done some serious 

damage to his knightly reputation by breaking the rules to a beheading game. He cheated. 

 

3. In that hideous strength we know why these magical things happen. We know why Merlin has 

his powers; we know why jane sees all these things. While in Gawain’s section we don’t know 

how or why any of things are possible or why they happen. They just randomly do. 

 

 


