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	One of the greatest mysteries of the past 27 years is the murder of a six-year-old girl named JonBenet Ramsey.  On the evening of December 25, 1996, John and Patsy Ramsey, along with their two children returned home from a Christmas dinner with friends.  Their daughter, JonBenet, had fallen asleep in the car and the Ramsey’s carried her to her bedroom and put her to bed.  The next morning the family woke up early to leave for a Christmas trip and discovered that their daughter, JonBenet, was missing.  A lengthy ransom note was found in a back stair well and hours later her body was found deceased in the basement.  The initial police investigation pointed to the Ramsey family, but no charges were ever brought forward from that Gand Jury and they were late exonerated.  What could have happened to the 6-year-old girl from Boulder, Colorado?
	After looking at the evidence, I am not convinced that John and Patsy Ramsey committed the murder of their daughter, JonBenet, as the police seemed focused on.  Multiple mistakes were made from the beginning of the case.  The police investigators that came to the Ramsey home after receiving the 911 call from Patsy, came to work a kidnapping and ransom case.  They did not secure the home as a crime scene to prevent evidence from being contaminated.  After a morning of waiting for a call from the kidnappers that never came, John Ramsey and a friend, Fleet White, searched the house looking for JonBenet or clues to her whereabouts.  The police should have performed this search from the moment they entered the Boulder home.  It was John Ramsey and his friend that discovered the deceased body stiff from rigor mortis.  Duct tape covered her mouth, there was a rope around her neck and she was hidden under a blanket in small room in the basement.  John Ramsey further contaminated the crime scene by taking the tape off of his daughter’s mouth and carrying her upstairs.  All the while, the entire house was full of police, family, friends, and community advocates trying to be of help.  There was no way of obtaining proper protocol for evidence collection.  DNA evidence was found and collected on JonBenet’s pants and underpants, as well as under her fingernails.  How well the DNA was handled is still unknown, but matches have been elusive.  This again points to the fact that the Boulder police mishandled the investigation.
	My theory for the murder of JonBenet is that the murderer may possibly be Michael Helgoth.  If he did not commit the murder alone, he was certainly involved in the crime.  Helgoth was a junkyard worker, former military and over all a troubled individual that lived near the Ramsey home.  Not long after JonBenet’s death, and immediately after the Boulder police announced they were closing in on the killer, Helgoth was found dead due to a supposed suicide.  The suicide seems suspicious for a number of reasons, but primarily because the suicide appeared to be staged.  According to the police investigation, Mr. Helgoth held the gun and pulled the trigger with his non-dominant hand, which would be difficult and awkward for a person to do.   Next, the gun was found on the opposite side of the body.  The Boulder police department immediately ruled it a suicide without further investigation.  
	The second and third pieces of evidence that I find suspicious and lead me to believe Helgoth was involved in the murder is the SBTC connection.  At the scene of the alleged suicide multiple items were found with the SBTC lettering on them, including a hat with the letters embroidered on it.  SBTC was the signature found on the ransom note left on the day of JonBenet’s murder.  This appears to be much more than a coincidence.   Another item linking the two deaths together are the Hi-tec boots.  Helgoth owned and frequently wore a pair of Hi-tec boots and a Hi-tec boot print was found near the basement window of the Ramsey’s home.  
	The last piece of evidence that leads me to believe Michael Helgoth’s involvement in JonBenet’s murder is the ransom note.  Aside from being signed by SBTC, the ransom note requested an odd amount of $118,000.  It was later connected that this amount was the exact amount of the annual bonus John Ramsey made that year and was listed on his monthly pay stubs.  Helgoth was bragging to people before the JonBenet murder that he was about to finish up a business deal and was going to make around $50,000 to $60,000, around half the amount of the total ransom after being split with a partner in crime.  There is nothing in Helgoth’s past that would lead me to believe that he was smart enough to pull the crime off by himself, but he could certainly be a patsy for a coconspirator.  There were numerous people that had issues with John Ramsey’s business dealings and would be motivated to seek revenge.  
	Helgoth’s DNA was cleared by the police as not matching the murder scene DNA collected from JonBenet’s body years after his death.  Many others were cleared as well but the lack of professionalism shown by the police investigation leaves you to wonder if the DNA evidence is valid at all.  New technology and DNA match improvement has caused there to be an outcry for the DNA tests to be redone by an independent lab.  If the Boulder police allow this to be done, the outcome may prove Helgoth as the killer.  If not, his association to the killer seems critical.
	The JonBenet Ramsey case has fascinated the country since 1996 and everyone who has read or watched about the murder of the young girl has a theory on what happened that Christmas night.  There are many questions that remain about who the killer is, whose DNA was found on the body, who wrote the ransom note, and why did the District Attorney ignore parts of the Grand Jury investigation.  From a forensic science standpoint, this case should be a master study in improper evidence handling and crime scene contamination.  By the time that young girls body was discovered in the basement, the crime scene was completely contaminated by multiple people and there were many assumptions made about the case by the police without any physical evidence or crime scene preservation being accounted for.  In my opinion, the job of a forensic scientist and crime scene investigator is to look and analyze the evidence for what it is without jumping to a conclusion in your mind about what you think may have happened.  If the investigators in the JonBenet Ramsey case had followed the evidence from the moment they received the 911 call, the case may have been solved and the killers brought to justice. 
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JonBenet Ramsey Resource Page

CNN “The Murder Mystery of JonBenet Ramsey” (2016) Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXgpiTSPFmM

Mindshock-true crime podcast “JonBenet Ramsey – Michael Helgoth re-examined” Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-E9Pl_7yXas

Denver Gazette “Who Killed JonBenet Ramsey?  Four Theories that have been investigated over the years” Tamera Twitty, December 22, 2021

Meaww.com “6-year-old pagent star JonBenet Ramsey’s murder could be the work of two masterminds in a kidnapping gone wrong” Ishani Ghose, April 22, 2019

Rolling Stone Magazine “Who killed JonBenet Ramsey? 8 Possible Suspects” Bryn Lovitt, October 12, 2016




