Australia and New Zealand

Physical Geography:
Australia — “the land down under” was the last continent to be settled by Europeans:

e Qutback —sparsely populated areas beyond the coastal
o western plateau
o central lowlands
o coastal plains
e Great Dividing Range - eastern highlands
o Mount Kosciuszko — 7,310 feet is the highest point in Australia

[ ]
New Zealand

e Located along the border of two major tectonic plates resulting in ongoing
tectonic and geothermal activity
e Land of fjords, volcanoes, and mountains
o Mount Cook — 12,316 feet is the highest mountain in New Zealand

Human Geography:

History

e When the first British settlers arrived in Australia in 1788 there were about 500
indigenous people tribes scattered through the continent and surrounding
islands. Aboriginal Australians

e The British government establish penal colonies to exile convicts from mainland
England

e Men in South Australia over the age of 21 first gained the right to vote in 1855

e The Aboriginal Australians suffered greatly by the influx of Europeans.



e The Maori were the first known people to discover New Zealand. They hunted
the moa to extinction; cleared forests and planted crops; and became skilled
woodworkers

Governments

e Australia is a federal parliamentary constitutional monarchy divided into six
states. The capital is Canberra.

e New Zealand has a parliamentary constitutional monarchy and is divided into
sixteen regions. Wellington is the capital.

Cultures and Diversity

e Australians have four broad goals for their country:
o Social equity — encourages Australians to treat one another as equals
o Cultural respect — requires appreciation for other cultures
o Productive diversity — recognizing the value of a diverse population
o Live life large

Vocabulary:

e Great Barrier Reef p 526

e boomerang

e didgeridoo

e Stolen Generation - Australia



