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MY POWERFUL BRAIN HAS
COME UP WITH A TOPIC
FOR MY PAPER.
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ﬂEvaluate your notes.

= will not use.

'Ll WRITE ABOUT THE
DEBATE OVER TNRANNOSAUKS.

WERE THEY FEARSOME
* coEDATORS OR DISGUSTING

SCAVENGERS?

CALVIN AND HOBBES © 1993 Watterson. Repn
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You have finished—or at least you think you’ve fi
have hundreds of notes. What'’s next? You wlll be

few tasks are much easier than the ones you

now almost halfway through the job of wri
progress agalnst the schedule you have set for yourself.

. ; Organizing and Evaluating Your Notes

| L Before you write a thesis statement and a title for your paper, you will
1 | some attention to your note cards.

P Er Sort your note cards
) Some stacks will be short; some may be quite tall.
under one heading, perhaps you should divide them into two or three more man-

ageable subheadings. Keep stacks in order by bundling them with rubber bands.

Take time to reread each note card. Make sure that you have got the heading right.
You may find cards that might better be classified under different headings.

N
N\
/

nished—taking notes. You may
happy to know that the next
have already completed. You are
ting a research paper. Check your

M —

need to pay

into stacks having the same heading.
If you have a great many cards

If you stopped to read and evaluate information before you took notes from your
sources, you probably will not have ended up with many unusable note cards. Some

students, however, can’t resist capturing every scrap of information that might just
possibly turn out to be useful, Now is the time to get rid of what you are sure you

BE SELECTIVE. Do you have too much information on one subject? Use only the
best—the most interesting, the most pertinent, the most persuasive. But do not

destroy or throw away the weaker note cards; you may need them yet. Instead, place
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them at the bottom of the piles, and mark them in some Way ]
(maybe a small red X) so that when you start writing, you ‘\“t .
2 You should end up

will recognize these cards as weaker than the others.

FILL IN THE GAPS. Is there not enough information 1N

some stacks? Go back to the library, find more SOurces with a stack of note cards or

and take additional notes. printouts for each heading and
subheading in your working outline.

|
‘
\
REVISE YOUR OUTLINE. Revise your working outline to fit \
inati If you don't have at least two notes \
1
}
%
\
3

the information you have found. Con . |
any heading or subheading for which you have not been for each sgction of the outline,

able to find enough information.

Ask, “WHAT’S THIS DOING HEREP”

a note card made it into a particular pile, move it to a more
You might make a separate -

If ;!ou have no idea why

suitable pile, or drop it altogether.
pile of possible discards.

Evaluating Your Notes

Ask yourself these questions about your notes:

e Can | read what | wrote on each card?

o Does each card have a source number and a page number?

e |s every card directly related to a heading or subheading ln My

| - 3 working outline?
' \ o Do | have too little information for some headings?

2 e Do | have too much information for some headings? 1
he note card really fit the heading | have put it under? \
\
¥
\

" o Does the Informationon't
d to a different heading or maybe discard It entirely?

Do | need to move the car
on your computer, write a brief prog-

On a separate sheet of paper or in a new flle
discovered as you aevaluated your

. "~ pess report. Mention any problems you have
notes and what work still needs o0 be done.

If you have taken your notes on your computer, you should also have printed
I out 3 hard copy to work with. Always back up or keep 2 hard copy of your
work. You can space out your computer notes so that three “note cards” fit on a page. Experiment until
you get the spacing right. Then print all of your notes, and cut each page into thirds so that you can sort

each note Into stacks having the same heading. You may end up with some combination of handwritten
ed notes. No problem. But there 1s still nothing like handling physical pleces

note cards and computer-print
of paper or note cards when you are trying 10 organize and evaluate your notes.
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 Unity
* 8 ﬂ Make sure that all your Informat

Think of the paper’s scope as a big umbrella that covers al
and supporting details. Information that strays ou

the reader and destroys the paper’s unity. As you I
you will develop an even clearer idea of exactly what you a

| suspect that a note card does not belong under the umbre
© itaside.

For example, if you are writing

dren under two years old, which o

1. A study of children under the age of two wh
day-care centers In Houston, Texas

9. A recent study of the training, qualifications,
ers in New York City

3. A study of the personalities, development, a

aged two or under who spend more than 10

4. A study of the personality differences in one-year-old

ern California

The first and third studies fit the paper’s stated scope
do not. Study 2 is about day-care workers, not children 1n

4 deals with one-year-olds, it

- -~

a research paper on the effe
f the following studies fi
o spend at least 20 hours a week 1n

lon fits the scope of your paper.

| of the paper's main ideas

tside the paper’s scope distracts
eread and evaluate your notes,

re writing about. If you
la, pull it out and set

cts of day care on chil-
t the paper’s scopef!

and experience of day-care work-

nd sleeping habits of 3,000 babies
hours a week in day care

identical twins in south-

does not specify that these children are in day care.

paper described. Write an X for
paper's unity.

and his asslstants:

1. Brady
9. History of development of photography

3. Brady authorized to accompany uni

4. Brady quote about going to
sald ‘Go’ and | went.”

5. Walt Whitman’s poems about the Civil
6. Brady’s portrait photographs of Ab
7. Causes of the Civll war

war

#
#-
—#
_#—-.
—.-“-
——————
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the Items that do not flt an

s assistants took most Clvil War photos;

Brady almost blind

on troops and document war
Bull Run battlefleld: A splirit in my feel

raham Lincoln
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Chocolate
|. Growlng cacao trees

A. A troplcal tree
Il. Some great recipes

1. My mother’s recipes
2. Others

Il. Different types of chocolate
IV. Milk and dark chocolate

V. White chocolate
Vl. Unsweetensad chocolate for baking

Vvii. History of chocolate
viil. How chocolate s made

 (mdewoandpurpose |

Mldentlfy your audience and your purpose.
y that

AUDIENCE. The manner in which you express your thesis statement and the wa

. you focus your paper depend in part on your intended audience. [magine how a
paper on the latest techniques for growing orchids might be tailored for each of the
school students,

: following audiences: members of an orchid club, a group of middle
N a group of senior citizens wh ence, and a group of biology

= teachers.

o have no gardening experl

eed to know and want to know. Some of the audiences

mentioned would know a lot about growing orchids; some would know nothing. For
audiences that know little, you would have to define terms and provide background

information. For those who already know a lot about orchids and other plants, you
could skip the background and discuss technical detatls.

Clearly, the primary audience for your research paper is your teacher and your
classmates. But can you find a special audience, too? If you are writing about leg-

:slation and advertising designed to prevent teenagers from smoking cigarettes, for
instance, you might ma e school's science clubortoa

?

‘: Audiences vary in what they n
\

|

a

i- : ‘ local group of advertising professionals.
\

5

i

)

\

PuRPOSE. If you have not already decided on the purpose of your research paper,
Your purpose will affect which details you choose to

now is the time to pin it down.
| include and the way you express your ideas. Are you trying to explain? Are you com-
B paring and contrasting, analyzing causes and effects, or proposing a solution to a

problem? Perhaps your purpose is to interpret or evaluate a literary work or works.
e, you will better maintain the focus of your paper if you

Whatever your purpos
hich you are trying to affect your audience.

always keep in mind the way inw

www.sadllerrosearchpapor.com "69




guidelines in mind as you

o A thesis statement should not be expressed as 2 question.
your limited topic as a cesearch question, your thesis S

wer to that question.
{ what the paper is about. It states the topic

the topic. (Do not begin with “The purpose of
[ will write aboul. .. )

Keep the following

e A thesis sta
and the writer's specific focus on

_ my paper s ... or “In this paper,

/:‘9\77'(? Step 4




ontent. Everything in the paper pro-

e A thesis statement controls the paper’s C
vides support for the thesis statement.

e A thesis statement may suggest—but s
Save your conclusions for the end of your paper.

d have a confident tone. Sound
rds and phrases S

as if you're sure of

e A thesis statement shoul
uch as pr obably,

what you're saying. Avol
might, [ think, seems, apparently,

Here are several examples of fau
revised and improved.

EXAMPLE

Confident
The most important dilemma

today's teenagers tace is making
decisions: cho0S-

of the seriously impoY

:ons almost all teenagers face
today is deciding what jobs they ~ ing a type of work that will sustain
might have sometime in the them and preparing adequately for
future. that career.
Vague -. Specific
In this community, crime 1S a . Crime Watch, a community-based
problem that people can work : resident patrol, is 2 practica\, effec-
tive way for citizens of all ages 10
ting themselves

together to overcome. ;
: cooperate in protec
nity from crime.

States Topic but Does Not
| Limit Focus - For thousands of disabled
T | Dogs can be trained to help ~ Americans uservice dogs” impYove
| | disabled people. the emotional, social, and eco-
nomic quality of life.
Question Statement
| Howcan high school students - Withas little as $500, high school
| start a school radio station? . gtudents can create and staff a
“drive-by" radio station, benefiting
both the students and the school 1n
significant ways.

Py Dy S L
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follow. Revise aach thesls statement

Read each of the faulty thesls statements that
70-71. You may

so that It meets the requirements stated In the guldelines an pages

make up detalls If you wish.

ar Is to write about how strikas In sports have

1. The purpose of my pap
* affected fans.

-1‘ﬂ‘-‘1

9. How do the amount and the kind of televislon that teenagers watch Influence

their achlevements In school?

e,
-

3. The purpose of my paper Is to write about some of the many young-adult

novels that deal with Important Is who
most llkely never see counselors.

e 4 How do weather forecasters make thelr predictlons?
f“\\.\ x
D | 5. | really think that something needs to be done about elections in the United States

because too few people register to vote and usually only a small percentage of
reglstered voters actually casts ballots In local and state electlons and even In

the years when there are presidential elections.

e
-

Drafting a Thesls Statement

for Your Paper
review your working outline and your stacks of note

e scope of your paper. Thenon a

Before you do this exercise,

.+ =+ cards. Make sure you have a clear sense of th
separate sheet of paper or on your computer, write at least three significantly

different verslons of a theslis statement for your research paper. Choose the thesls
statement you like best. Share all your thesls statements with a partner or writing

group. Do your own preferences match? Try to explain why the one you have chosen
Is the best.

|
!
i
!

]
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| writing a Title
¢ and your narrowed focus.

f Draft a working title that reveals your topi e

Your title is the first € .
(the limited part of the topic you're tackling

mention both. |
' itle, a working title and thesis

Although you are far fro
statement will help clarify your thinking and k

final outline (Step 5) and write the first draft o

Keep the following guidelines in mind as you draft your working title.

e A straightforward title is better than one that is cute or too c’l’ever. The title
should not leave your reader wondering, «What's that about?

e A colon is helpful. You might write the topic first, followed by a colon, follf)wed
by your limited focus. The first word following the colon should be capitalized.

e The title should not be stated as a complete sentence, although it might

suggest a question.

Here are some examples of faulty titles. Note how each has been improved.

; EXAMPLE
oy Too Vague . Specific
. Credit Card Problems ; Using Credit Cards: How to Keep
> ' : from Going Under
Statement Revised
Too Many Children Don’t Know : Teaching Children What to Do in
What to Do in a Fire 3 a Fire
: - Too General Specific
Mystery Novels and Movies ; Making a Mystery Novel into a
e : Movie: Successes and Failures
" ;
. Unclear I Clear
) Feeding the Diet Industry The Diet Industry in America:
: Big Money
Too C.ute | | Straightforward
Escaping with the Wizard of Oz . Ballooning as a Sport: Advantages

and Disadvantages

.. U gy . prm—— e . -
' 5 --'s_..'ﬂ _‘.'-r P T R W | T — P
N _— - "‘.’~.)‘__. . — oo —— . -
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|

o

This exercise wlll glve you SOmMe practice
it is difflcult to write a good title for a pa

what you can do with these titles. Make up w
to Improve the title. Then get together with a

your revislons.

- EXAMPLE
Playing the Drums

| Dif’?erenf Drumg Around the World =

1. The United Nations

9, Creatlvity Should Be Encouraged

3.. TV's Greatest Hits

e ————
-

e '. - 4. Special Effects

hatever you need (usually a focus)
small group to compare and discuss

--#—_-m

8. Diets for Staying Alive
_______________________________________________.
___________________________-————#—————

1. Teenagers and Cars

8. Popular Muslc

74 Step 4



¢ Drafting a Title for

1 Your Research Paper
eet of paper or on your computer, write somé titles (at least four)

m with a partner or writing group. choose the one you
orking title, and you can change It up until the day you

e On a separate sh
K for your paper. Discuss the

_. . like best. This can be your w
g F turn your paper in.

1 Checking Your Progress

answer each of the following questlons about the work you’ve done SO far.

-

k or group your note cards?

e

\ . , |
9. Do you have too much or too little information In any of your stacks of note
' : cards? What will you do to solve this problem?
4 y .

-

e ———————————

3. Which note cards have you discarded? Why?

-
[

4. What is your working thesls statement?

5. What Is your working title? Why did you choose that title?

L www.sadlierresearchpaper.com S
L Step 4 Wi
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“d

AMonday Are yo‘l Oﬂ SChedule? TR
!_-‘__. Check the Timetables on page 10.

checkllst Review

. D Sort your no‘l‘e cardg info gfackg havmg 'rhe same hf_qfl_fgg________________._.

D Evaluate your notes. D
e |f you have too much m?ormcmon under a heading, digcard the

| noteg that conf;ibdfe the least to your paper. ,
m?ormaﬂon under a heading, find more

. _——-—‘—-’f

"o [} there’s no1' ehough

El Revige your working outline fo fit the m?ormaﬂon you have ?ound

" [] Make sure that all your information fits the gcope of your ur paper.
D Arrange the information in an order that readers wil easily

— e ——— S —————

undersfand | ' - o

———- sl

D ldenfﬁy your audience and your pur'pose
‘___________———-—-——"—"———_————-_'_-‘

O Draft a working fhesis gtatement that 1‘eII9 what you will cover in
your paper.
I e
nd your narrowed

D Dratt a wor*kmg title 1'hd1' reVealg your topic a

M '
[
‘.” % -
Iy -
Iy , .
“ Y ]
A - .- g
‘.
. .
.



