For more on choosing a toplc, see Step 1 In the two modal
research papers at www.sadllerresearchpaper.com.
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So you have to write a research paper. You have Just been handed one of the
most Interesting—and challenging—wrlting assignments of your school career.
To complete the assignment on time, you will need to begin promptly and keep
plugging away until you have finished. So let’s get started! The first thing you will

need to do Is decide what you are going to write about.

- Before You Begin

M Make sure you understand your assignment.
A research paper is a long, formal essay or report that presents information from a

number of sources. You will need to know exactly when your paper is due, how long
it is supposed to be, and what type of research paper you are expected to write.

LENGTH. Your teacher may specify a paper ranging in length from 1,000 to 2,000
words (sometimes more). You can estimate 250 keyboarded words to a double-

B o s = spaced page to determine the number of pages of text you will need; later, you can
use your word processor’s word-count tool to get a sense of your progress. Or your
teacher may assign a specific number of pages—five to seven double-spaced pages of
text, for example. Listen carefully to the assignment, and exactly follow the specifi-

cations (for length, topic, type of paper, and style of documentation).

Keep in mind that whenever you write a report, explain an idea, or write a memo
or proposal, your writing is expository in nature; that 1s, your purpose is to inform
or explain. You are not telling a story (narrative writing) or describing something
(descriptive writing) or trying to convince someone to do something (persuasive
writing). In expository writing, your purpose is chiefly to convey information to

your reader.

AUDIENCE. Usually, your teacher and your classmates are your audience, but some-
times a research paper can be shared with others who are interested in your topic.




| For instance, if you have written a paper about a strong-mayor versus a city-commis-
.- sionform of government, you might read and discuss your paper with a social studies
class or send it to your local governing body. If you have written about recent leg-

islation protecting an endangered species, you might share your findings with the
school’s science club or a local environmental organization.

TYPES OF RESEARCH PAPERS. Research papers, which are sometimes called ferm

papers, can be classified according to their major purpose. These three types of
research paper differ in important ways.

1. |NFORMATIONAL, OR FAGTUAL, RESEARCH PAPER. You've been writing this type of
research paper ever since you wrote your first report in elementary school. In a tra-

ditional informational research paper, you present information from a number of

differeflt sources (both print and nonprint) without expressing any of your thoughts
or feelings about the topic. There’s no place for the first-person pronoun / in the

Informational paper. In fact, if your teacher has assigned an informational research

paper, you will probably lose points for expressing your opinion or taking a position
on your topic.

An informational research paper is objective, which means that it is completely
factual and does not express your point of view. Consider, for example, these topics:

OBJECTIVE TOPIC Three states’ different age requirements for teenagers to get a
driver’s license (facts only)

- s g | OBIECTIVE TOPIC History of U.S. women'’s professional basketball (facts only)

In an informational paper, your assignment is to focus the topic, find the informa-

tion, and produce an organized and coherent paper. Your aim when writing this
kind of paper is to stick to the facts.

2. EVALUATWE, OR ANALYTICAL, RESEARCH PAPER. An evaluative research paper also
presents information from a number of different sources, but it goes one step far-

ther. In an evaluative paper, you state your opinion or come to a conclusion about
your topic based on the information you have presented in your paper. This state-
ment of opinion or conclusion is called a claim. Consider these claims:

CLAIM [ think our state should not give driver’s licenses to 16-year-olds. (opinion)

CLAIM The National Basketball Association should support a women’s professional
basketball league. (opinion)

CLAIM Of all the proposed solutions for increasing voter turnout in this country,
only one solution is workable and likely to succeed. (opinion)

The topic for an evaluative paper may be a contemporary issue or a problem that
interests you. You may compare and contrast two artists or writers, for example,
and make a claim about whose work will have lasting value. Make sure that your
teacher approves your topic before you start your research process. Your aim when
writing this kind of paper is to make a claim and support it.
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- Managing Your Time
' M Draw up a project schedule.

J. |-SEARCH PAPER. An [-Search paper tells the story of how you went about your
research and what you discovered. You begin by thinking of a topic that you really

want to learn about, often one that affects you personally.
Nt/

RESEARCH QUESTION How can I become an X-ray technician, and
1s that a career at which I'm likely to be successful?

An I-Search paper demonstrates a definite organization, with sub- Don’t put yourself

headings, like those that follow, which indicate the structure. (D) in an Informational
® What [ already know paper. / belongs only
® What I want to find out in Bvaluatwe and

® How [ went about finding out what I want to know I-Search papers.

® What I learned

If you're writing an I-Search paper, your most important sources will be interviews
with two or three people who are knowledgeable about the subject of your research
question. For example, someone researching a career as an X-ray technician might
interview a person who works as an X-ray technician and a professor who teaches a
course to students learning to become X-ray technicians. A major part of your paper
tells what you learned from each interview, and at the end of the I-Search paper,
you draw a conclusion based on the information you gathered. Your aim when writ-
ing this kind of paper is to tell your story.

A research paper is a long-term assignment. In order to see it through to a success-
ful conclusion, you will need to plan well and keep to a schedule. Indeed, one of the
most important aspects of a research paper project is time management—that is,
making the most efficient use of the time available to you.

Your teacher will specify a deadline (the date on which your paper is due). You then
have from the day the paper is assigned until the due date to research and write it.
Therefore, your first order of business should be to draw up a project schedule. The
sample timetables on page 10 give you some guidelines on how to pace yourself.

AVOID A TIME TRAP. Many teachers require that you turn in specific materials along
the way—for example, an outline and a list of sources. Such minideadlines can

actually help you stay focused on your task. Other teachers may assign the research
paper, give you some specifications and a due date, and then leave you on your own.
In that case, it'’s completely up to you to manage your time. Don't procrastinate.
The due date may seem a long way away, but you’ve got lots of work to do.

KEEP PLUGGING AWAY. Don’t get bogged down in one stage of the writing process,
such as writing a thesis statement. If you keep working on your assignment and

moving forward through each step, you will be able to meet your deadline.

www.sadlierresearchpaper.com




Research Paper Timetables

The chart below gives four timetables, each keyed to a different due date. Do you have

eight weeks to complete your paper? See the second column. Use or adapt the schedule
to suit your own research paper.

il oo o8 10 weeks . Bweeks | 6weeks | 4 weeks

1 week ddays . 2days @ 1day

f 2 Locate sources. ~ 3days 3days 2days = 1day

.

'3 3 Take notes. . 2 weeks 115 weeks, 1week = 1week

| ' | Write a thesis ; | , |
] 4 statement and . ddays 2days ' 1day 1day
a title. g ‘
1 week Tweek ' 2days
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Choosing a Topic
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IF A SPECIFIC TOPIC IS ASSIGNED. Be grateful and get going. Rarely, however, does a
teacher require everyone to write on the same topic. When more than one person
is working on a specific topic, source materials become hard to find because several

people are competing for them. Also, most teachers prefer reading about
a variety of topics instead of the same one over and over.

nt!
IF THE GENERAL SUBJECT IS ASSIGNED BUT NOT THE SPECIFIC TOPIC. é
If your teacher assigns a general subject and lets you limit it to You don't have
a workable topic, part of your job is already done. Limiting is .

i 1}
easy once you get started. (See pages 13-15 for examples of to ﬁnd the “perfect |
s B and suggestions for cluster diagrams.) topic (it probably doesn't
e " | IF 1T’S TOTALLY UP TO YOU. This is the usual scenario: Your ?X'St anyway). You
d i teacher lets you decide what to write about and simply requires just have to find a
that he or she approves your topic once you have chosen it. It is workable one.

important to settle on a workable topic as soon as possible because
you have a lot of work to do once you have made your choice and had
it approved. (See Appendix B for suggestions for topics that might interest you.)

ErChoose a workable topic that meets all the following requirements.

1. YOU CAN FIND ENOUGH MATERIAL ON THE TOPIC. Usually, a research assignment

calls for at least five diverse sources, some print and some nonprint. Sometimes,
for instance, you will be expected to conduct an interview to serve as one of your
sources. Avoid choosing a topic that is too recent or too technical; you will have
trouble locating information. Once you have chosen a topic, do a quick check in
your library or media center (see Step 2) to verify that you can find five or more

SRR ' : reliable sources on it.

2. THE TOPIC INTERESTS YOU, AND YOU THINK YOU CAN MAKE IT INTEREST YOUR AUDIENGE.
An ideal topic tickles your curiosity. You may know something about it already,

but you would like to know more. After all, you are going to spend many weeks im-
mersed in the topic. Ask yourself if you would like to become the class “expert” on

this topic.

Take an interest inventory. Start by taking stock of the things you are interested
in. List as many as possible. For example, you might include your hobbies; your
ambitions and goals; careers you are interested in; places you would like to visit;
things you are curious about (ideas; how something works and why); the biggest
S problems in your community, the country, the world; things you would buy if you
A had all the money you wanted; some famous people you admire and a word or two

about why you admire each.

", Look for topic ideas. Explore as many sources as you can for possible research

paper topics. Browse through newspapers and magazines. Talk to relatives, friends,
and experts. Interview someone. Listen to radio talk shows, National Public Radio,

www.sadllerresearchpaper.com m 11
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and news shows. Watch TV documentaries and the evening news. Browse through

the documentary section of a video store. Browse through a library or bookstore.
Check out electronic magazines and newspapers on a computer. Flip through an
encyclopedia. Use a search engine to browse for topics on the Internet.

Bralnstorming

Alone or with a partner or small group, brainstorm topics that Interest you. On a
separate sheet of paper or your computer, make a list of ideas and suggestions,

Including those that you gathered In your interest Inventory. Then review the list,
and choose the three topics you would most like to write about.

3. THE TOPIC IS OBJECTIVE, NOT SUBJECTIVE. Remember, an objective topic is factual,

not personal. Generally, you will be writing an informational or factual research
paper. You are not writing about your opinions, your experiences, your friends and

relatives, or your feelings and ideas. These are subjective topics. Here are some
examples of each type:

® OBJECTIVE Evidence for and against side airbags in cars
® SUBIJECTIVE My uncle’s car accident

¢ OBJECTIVE Signing up voters: techniques for registering new voters
e SUBJECTIVE What happened when I tried to register to vote

4. THE TOPIC IS LIMITED ENOUGH TO BE COVERED ADEQUATELY IN THE SPACE AVAILABLE
T0 YOU. You will need to focus your topic until it’s just the

right size. You can't, for example, write a research paper i t ,
on the history of China; you would need a whole book— \“ .
or several—to cover such a broad subject. Limit, or

narrow, your topic to one that can be covered thor- I you can find a dozen
oughly in the space you have available. (On pages books devoted to your topic, the
13-20, you will learn some techniques for limit- topic is too broad and general and

ing a general subject.) But do not choose a topic needs to be limited further. For example,

if you choose to write about Native

American mythology and find six books
on that subject listed in your library’s

so narrow that you can cover it completely in a
paragraph or two.

e TOO GENERAL Ants

e STILL TOO GENERAL Fire ants catalog, your topic needs to be
e STILL TOO GENERAL The evolution of fire ants narrowed further.
® JUST RIGHT The invasion of fire ants in the

United States

e TOO LIMITED What to do if you are stung by a fire ant
e TOO LIMITED What a fire ant looks like

e -
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Use a search engine to browse through the listings on 2
general toplc. All search engines explore the Internet for Web

Online Research

pages containing information about a specified topic. It's up to you to determine which of the listings
has the Information you need. If you enter the word karate In Google, for Instance, you will get more
than 32 million listings, and they will all be more limited in some way than the general word karate.

Here are some examples of more-limited topics:

history of karate
karate training and equipment

karate rules and etiquette

how karate differs from other martial arts

USA Karate Foundation
other international karate foundations
Karate Hall of Fame

karate competitions

Clustering ’

A cluster diagram is a doodle with a purpose, a graphic device for limiting a general
subject to workable topics. Start by writing the big idea—a broad, general subject—
in the middle of a piece of paper, and circle it. Then break the big idea into its parts
or into smaller ideas or topics you associate with it. Write each smaller idea, circle
it, and draw a line connecting it to the center. Keep going, writing still more lim-

ited topics branching outward. Here is an example:
TV addiction

Cost to

consumep
Some chanhels

without ads
Many more - |
channels Pay—per—view
movies Disadvantages
\h
Z4—hour news
and weather Advantages

channels

Many
sports events

Cable TV

Competition

Usually a

Qdfelllfe
mohopoly=—ho d ishes
Higi'or)D compcﬂﬂon
”~

Government
regulations

Early

regpohse
/
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{ Making a Cluster Diagram

In the space befow, fill in a cluster diagram of one of the toples you came up within
Exercise 1. Remember, there are no right or wrong clusters. Start with the toplc In

e oy, ' the middie, and branch out from there. Keep going untll you run out of Ideas and/or
- room. Add more clrcles If you need them.
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L STRAIGHT-LINE CLUSTER. A straight-line cluster is another \ .
n kind of diagram that will help you limit a broad topic.
RS . It moves from a broad, general subject (at the top) to Your cluster diagram
; ever more limited, narrower topics. Try it. Youmay -~ may look entirely different
b . ™ find it more useful than the bigger cluster. from those of your classmates, even
- though you all might start with the same
French Impressionist broad, general subject. There are no

Painting “right” topics in a cluster diagram. A

- cluster records your own thoughts as
you move from a general idea
to narrower topics.

Paintings of
Claude Monet

Monet’s series of
paintings of same subject

Monet’s Haystack
Paintings 1888-189|




ST 0#o)| Limiting Your Toplc -

Flll in the straight-line cluster diagram here. Start with e —

a general toplc, and keep limiting it further and further,  _— g —
Your toplic should move from the general at thetopto  (

the more and more limited as you approach the bottom. fa S5 L P
On a separate sheet of paper or your computer, make e R e

at least two more of these dlagrams, starting each one  (°
with a different toplc. You may add as many circles as S — e s
you need untlil you reach a workable topic. I

ilj Word your limited topic as a research question that you are going
to investigate.

Before you start exploring possible sources of information, spend a few minutes jot-
ting down what you already know—or think you know—about your topic. This will
help focus your research still further. As you take notes or freewrite, you may end
up with one or more research questions—questions to which you would like to find
the answers.

TAKING NOTES. Here are some notes made by a student writer for a paper on reforms
In the jury system in U.S. courts. The student wrote down everything she already
knew and ended by focusing on the research question she wanted to explore.

{ Couris use Juries in tridls to decide whether a person is

| innocent or guilty as accused. Both criminal and civil. Are
there always |2 jurors?

Juries are gsuppogsed fo be “jury of peers”—a mix of people
who repregent the population—of ages, races, gender. Are
Juries mentioned ih U.S. Constitution?

How are people called to gerve on Juries, and what is the
source of their names? | think maybe the lists of registered
voterg or in some places everyone with a driver’s license.
How old do you have to be?

Who actuadlly gefg to choose Jurors—the lawyers? the
Judge?—and how dre they chosen?

| Cases of innocent people belhg convicted and guilty people
| going free.

| 1’d like to research proposed reforms (changes) in Jury

| system. How can | find out?

’:““\:;{-”_w .“ (N - S 4 . __\‘ . 2 ’ - » - o 4 gl A eV ‘ g W
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FREEWRITING OR QUICKWRITING. Another way to find out what you already know is to

freewrite or quickwrite for a few minutes. Keep yourself focused on your topic, and

just start writing. Don’t worry about complete sentences or connections between
Q ; ideas. The point is simply to get what'’s in your brain on paper or onto your com-
| puter monitor. Freewriting may contain information as well as questions. Because
you think much faster than you write, use abbreviations, fragments, or anything
else to capture your thoughts as you focus on your topic.

- ‘v”"‘t-“."” PSR o £ anaiie s e, b B NG I

Regearch key words “jury reform” through a search
enhgine and on [nfoTrac. See {f | can interview
Tony’s mom, agsistant state district attorney. | can

P IR ——

wrife to natl or state Bar Agsoc (organization of :

i~ - l

| lawyers) ¢ ask for info about jury reform. Maybe i

} talk with Ben’s older brother—graduated trom law

\ ; school lagt year ¢ wag editor of law review. Ask ) }
| him for advice on how to research the fopic—what ;

¥ are best gources? |
y | |
T T e e e - ST ]

§

Using A KWL CHART. Another way to organize your thoughts before you start doing b

your research is to fill in a KWL chart. In this graphic organizer, you begin by identi-
fying your topic. Then you list what you already Anow about your topic (K), what you
want to know (W), and what you learned (L). You can fill in the first two columns
now and complete the third column as you do your research.
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Identifying Appropriately
Limited Topics

> . For each numbered item below, identify the topics that are neither too general nor
N too limited but just right for a 5- to 7-page research paper. On a separate sheet

of paper, write the letter(s) of the toplc(s) you picked, and explain why you did not
pick the others. Some Items have more than one correct answer:.

1. a. The population of the United States
b. Information from the latest U.S. census

¢c. Some problems in collecting accurate information In the latest U.S. census
d. The numbar of paople of Vietnamese origin living In San Francisco

: 9. a. Symbolism in Robert Frost’s “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” and
: “Mending Wall”

.' . b. Robert Frost's poetry

c. Symbolism in contemporary American poetry
d. The origin of the word wal!

3. a. Careers in medicine

b. Pros and cons of being a nurse In a hospital emergency room

c. The history of medicine in Europe during the twentleth century
d. Medical research today

- o 4. a. The career of Jackie Robinson, the first African American baseball player In
o the major leagues

b. African Americans and baseball

b . " ¢. The history of baseball in America
- d. The World Serles

B. a. U.S. presidential elections

b. Pros and cons of pald political advertisements
c. U.S. presidential candidates

N T d. Problems with various types of voting machines

8. a. Harriet Tubman’s accomplishments on the Underground Rallroad
; LW b. History of slavery in the Americas

c. Fugitive slave laws

& AT e
g .

d. Roots by Alex Haley—tracing the writer’s origins back to Africa

1. a. The history of writing

b. Cracking hleroglyphlics—the Rosetta stone

S c. Cunelform and hleroglyphlics—precursors of the alphabet
| d. Sequoya's inventlon of an alphabet for the Cherokee language

~ www.sadlierresearchpaper.com
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8. a. History of and current requirements for physical education In local schools
b. Overwelght Americans
C. Too much TV

d. Health benefits of sports and other forms of exercise

. ::'ff’iq‘ . e~
;'i t{l
N “A.-\‘.‘

(1§49} Limiting a Broad Subject

-

See how many limited topics appropriate for a research paper you can list for each
of the broad, general subjects below. Work with a partner on the first toplc. Use a
Separate sheet of paper or your computer. Here Is an example to get you started.

General topic. Dogs

Limited topics. Obedlence tralning; breeds of dogs that are good with children;
crime-fighting dogs; how seelng-eye dogs are trained; most dangerous dogs;

White House dogs; animal shelters; rables and other serious diseases; from wolves
to dogs—their early history

1. Popular music 6. Circuses

2. Space travel 1. Television

3. Cartoons 8. Careers In sclence

4. World War i 8. Community problems
9. Ancient Greece 10. Olymplc Games

Freewriting About a
Limited Topic

Choose one of the limited toplics you are considering for your paper. On a separate
sheet of paper or your computer, freewrite for several minutes about what you

already know about the toplc, the questions you have, and any other thoughts or
associations that come to mind. Remember, when you freewrite, you don't have

to wrlte In complete sentences. Just stay focused on the limited toplc, and write
down—as fast as you can—all the thoughts, Images, questlons, and ldeas that

occur to you. If you are freewrlting on a computer, print out what you have written,
or save it and back it up.

{3101 [T 4| Making a KWL Chart

Choose a different limited toplc, and make a KWL chart like the one shown on page
18. (You can create the chart on paper or on a computer.) Fill in the toplc and the
first two columns (What [ Already Know, What | Want to Know). Save your chart so

that you can complete the third column (What | Learned) after you've done your
research.
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i Revising Inappropriate
Toplcs

Tell why each toplc below Is Inappropriate for a research paper. Then suggest two
ﬁ alternative but related toplcs for each. Keep In mind the four requirements for a
workable toplc. (See pages 11-12.) For example:

Inappropriate. Snowboarding (too general)

Workable. Dangers of snowboarding; comparing and contrasting water-skliing and
snowboarding

1. My favorlte Mexlcan foods

— el C— —

e M-‘_

e —— e e

2. Space exploration in the year 2050

— ———a—— — ___—_—._—-—-_—-—-——"——-“’ _—A__—-_—————-—'_—

3. Alrport security

.

—

L e e —— e P ——————— Y

4. Native American art

’\ R e e e —————————————————————————————

5. Grammy awards

e ————————————————————————————————————————————————

8. Hurrlcanes

7. Willlam Shakespeare'’s plays

—— e ———————————_

- —————

8. Slang In my grandparents’ day
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9. Chinese Immigration to the United States

i ————

10. Solar energy

' e ™ = S~ — e S G e e e Y e~ e e e —

SRR Y Wording Your Research
Exarsise O i
aliiiiois L Questlons
On a separate sheet of paper or your computer, write several research questlions

for the limited toplc that most Interests you. These should simply be questions to
which you would like to find the answers.

- ——— . —— -

— - —. -
£ B v
. N K L
|
-, [T - (.\ S L |

Answer each of the following questions about the work you've done so far.

Checking Your Progress

1. What Is the limlted toplc you have chosen to write about?

— e =~ — A ——

—

2. Are you satisfied with your research questions? Which one(s) appeal to you
most? Why?

e —— —————— ™ R — — e ——

e

——

3. What other topic ideas did you seriously conslder? (Write your second and third
cholces.)

— —

4. How or where did you get the idea for your limlted toplc?

5. Which approaches to finding and limiting your toplc did you try?

—

8. Which approaches did you think were most useful? Why?
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Checklist Review
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Check the Timetables on page 10.

e —— o — —

- L Make sure you understand your dassignment.

——— —

—_—

L — c— —

_ L1 Draw up a project schedule.

——

| __,__l;_] Choose a workable topic that meets all of these requirements for a

— - — —

regearch paper topic:

P N - pr—

i — e — e e e —— —-

® You can find enough material on the topic.

- ———— - —_—

———

—— | — et

® The topic interests you, and you think you can make it

_inferest your audience.

_____®The topic is objective, not subjective (it you are writing an

———  ———

. — " — C ———

informational, or factudl, regearch paper).

—— — - - — ~— — — _— - it

® The topic is limited enough to be covered adequately in the

~——

space availdble.

- —— ~—

e — —— .. — ———— et = .

To investigate.

A

——— ———— — —

] Word your limited topic as a resedrch question that you are going
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