
All categories marked with an asterisk are required.  For each of the sub-categories, 

you must have five (5) quotes and responses.  Thus, there will be a total of fifty (50) 

quotes and fifty (50) responses for a total of 100 (100) entries.  

• 3 categories:  Each subcategory- 5 quotes and 5 responses apiece 

o Category 1…………. _______/33 pts. 

o Category 2…………. _______/33 pts. 

o Category 3…………. _______/33 pts. 

 

▪ TOTAL………. _______/100 pts.- 1 pt. for breathing!   

 

CATEGORIES 

*SYMBOLISM  

(5 sub-categories)  

(1) the green light at the end of the dock 

(2) the Valley of Ashes 

(3) the billboard of the eyes of Dr. T. J. Eckleburg 

(4) East Egg 

(5) West Egg 

 

*THEMES: Quote and respond to supporting passages for each view 

(3 sub-categories) 

(1) Fitzgerald’s critique of the American Dream and its attainability 

(2) Fitzgerald’s criticism of the class and social order of 1920’s America 

(3) How the above themes are reflected in the tragic love story 

 

*SETTING: 

(2 sub-categories) 

(1) Weather- Fitzgerald’s use of weather to reflect the emotional narrative 

(2) Geography-  Fitzgerald’s narrative reveals that the characters have left their 

origins and moved to new locales.  There is even a new move occurring as the 

story ends.  Quote and respond to passages that reveal how he uses these 

geographical moves to reveal his themes. 

  



Simple Sentence Starters for Responses:  

• I really disagree /agree with this idea because… 

• I was surprised that …  

• I think the author is trying to say that…  

• This reminds me of a time when… This character reminds me of because… 

• If I were (name of character) at this point I would…  

• I don’t understand this because... 

 

THE GREAT GATSBY  Reading Notebook Student name: ____________________ 

 

CATEGORY  26-33points 18-25 points 10-17points 0-9 points 

*Required 
Category 1 

Selects meaningful 
passages/quotations. 
Thoughtful comments. 
Insightful analysis and 
interpretation and of the 
text and how each quote 
contributes to the entire 
work. Covers the entire 
text. Neat, organized, and 
has the appropriate 
number of entries. 

Less detail and analysis. 
Good selection of 
passages/quotations. 
Some insightful 
commentary. 
Adequately completes 
all parts of the 
assignment. Neat, 
readable, and has the 
appropriate number of 
entries. 

Few good details. Most 
of the comments are 
not in-depth, with little 
insightful analysis and 
much summary. 
Completes most but 
not all parts of the 
assignment. Relatively 
neat, but some entries 
are missing or not long 
enough. 

9 points-Very few good 
details from text. Comments 
are essentially summary. 
Practically no analysis or 
insightful interpretation. 
Entries are too short or 
missing. Did not follow 
directions in organization 
and is difficult to read.  
0 points- Did not 
complete or plagiarized 

*Required 
Category 2 

Selects meaningful 
passages/quotations. 
Thoughtful comments. 
Insightful analysis and 
interpretation of the text 
and how each quote 
contributes to the entire. 
Covers the entire text. 
Neat, organized, and has 
the appropriate number 
of entries 

Less detail and analysis. 
Good selection of 
passages/quotations. 
Some insightful 
commentary. 
Adequately completes 
all parts of the 
assignment. Neat, 
readable, and has the 
appropriate number of 
entries. 

Few good details. Most 
of the comments are 
not in-depth, with little 
insightful analysis and 
much summary. 
Completes most but 
not all parts of the 
assignment. Relatively 
neat, but some entries 
are missing or not long 
enough. 

9 points-Very few good 
details from text. Comments 
are essentially summary. 
Practically no analysis or 
insightful interpretation. 
Entries are too short or 
missing. Did not follow 
directions in organization 
and is difficult to read.  
0 points- Did not 
complete or plagiarized 

*Required 
Category 3 

Selects meaningful 
passages/quotations. 
Thoughtful comments. 
Insightful analysis and 
interpretation of the text 
and how each quote 
contributes to the entire. 
Covers the entire text. 
Neat, organized, and has 
the appropriate number 
of entries 

Less detail and analysis. 
Good selection of 
passages/quotations. 
Some insightful 
commentary. 
Adequately completes 
all parts of the 
assignment. Neat, 
readable, and has the 
appropriate number of 
entries. 

Few good details. Most 
of the comments are 
not in-depth, with little 
insightful analysis and 
much summary. 
Completes most but 
not all parts of the 
assignment. Relatively 
neat, but some entries 
are missing or not long 
enough. 

9 points-Very few good 
details from text. Comments 
are essentially summary. 
Practically no analysis or 
insightful interpretation. 
Entries are too short or 
missing. Did not follow 
directions in organization 
and is difficult to read.  
0 points- Did not 
complete or plagiarized 

 

  



THE GREAT GATSBY  by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Notebook Assignment 

(Dialectical Journaling) 

Category:  SAMPLE ENTRY 

SETTING: WEATHER 

Quote Page# Response to text 

……………………………………………………………………………

“Life starts all over again 

when it gets crisp in the 

fall.” 

74 Jordan says this as she responds 

to Daisy’s remarks about how hot 

and bored she is.  I never think 

about fall that way.  Most people 

think of spring that way.  If Daisy 

had to work in this heat for a 

living instead of just living a 

spoiled life of leisure, she 

wouldn’t have time to be bored. 

It’s ironic that going to the city to 

escape the heat and boredom 

leads to death. Weather in this 

part of the story reflects 

passionate emotions. I think 

Daisy’s boredom symbolizes the 

emptiness of her life. 

  



THE GREAT GATSBY  by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Notebook Assignment 

(Dialectical Journaling) 

Category: 

_______________________ 

Quote Page# Response to text 

……………………………………………………………………………

   

 


