Name:

Jon Benet Ramsey Case - Handwriting

Use a highlighter or colored marker to indicate portions of the letter or samples below which match.
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1. One or two letters is NOT enough to convict someone.
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Now we will analyze the handwriting a little deeper the way Forensic Scientists do. These characteristics help us
determine a forgery. Use the chart below which is partly from our textbook. Use the reference sheet examples
of each characteristic as a guide.

Put a check mark for the handwriting sample that has the characteristic. Make comments where appropriate.

12 Handwriting Ransom Note John Ramsey Patty Ramsey
Characteristics

1 Line quality is smooth.
(Writing stays smoothly
on aline)

2 Words are spaced
evenly.

3 Capital letters and
small letters are sized
consistently. The ratio of
small to capital is the
same throughout the
writing.

4 The writing is
continuous (only applies
to cursive).

5 Capital and lowercase
letters are connected

6 Letters are fully formed
(as opposed to someone
who writes sloppily and
does not completely
form their letters)

If not, which letters? If not, which letters? If not, which letters?

7 Writing is all in cursive

. Which words? Which words? Which words?
(or a mix)

8 Pen pressure is
consistent (inconsistent
pen pressure is a red flag
for forgery)

9 Letters slant to the
right.

10 All letters are written
on the line

11 Person adds fancy

Which letters? Which letters? Which letters?
curls or loops

12 All the i’s are dotted
and the t's are crossed.
Note where they are -
high, middle or low




Name: Date:

You will hand this in. Please make sure you do not write the same words as the person you are discussing this
with. You may think together but write separately.

Conclusion: Whose handwriting most matches the ransom note if either does?

If you think neither matches, defend them.

Explain as if you are defending your evidence to a jury. What characteristics are the MOST significant?
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Examples of the 12 Handwriting Characteristics:

1. Line Quality

Line Look for flowing 1. U ity

Quality script or Smm.:;.q;::*- - M . #’ﬂ‘ M
shaky/wavy lin ﬂ‘, M
formation on Shaky or nervous- gqcﬁ PO MW L(f
letters Juvenile or deli

2. Spacing between words or margins

Spacing Look for spacing | | 2, Spacing:

between letters, Left in is even:

words, lines of a marg j&w‘}WM

paragraph,

paragraph to Jud’ M/"' M-r-— ar.

e i ot bl S b,
{d '

Left margin is jagged:

o jw:f'l-w{l-—:'(r”
A ap

‘Wj,t dovble A, W{&“A

T

3. Size consistency

3 Sazemdpmporbon

Size Look for size
b G of nvumll wrhng
consistency | consistency or
variation on the ﬂ)‘l wisd + 7‘4" M
e Copinl | Gt b e St
letters. Calculate ;L‘bé Zrad %5[ W ”f .
the ratio Evidence of diminishing strokes:
Ja 2nd 2 w
Evidence of i mernmg strokes:
Jod and ool W AP o 4@
4. Continuity
Continuity | Look for obvious | | 4 peniits:
pen lifts, if none Removes pen entirely before starting new word: X
there, it’s V%L M
continuous M M ﬂ"f a/}’j D?’
| Pen continues on paper close to next word: M

5. Connecting Letters

Connecting | Look for letter 5. Connecting strokes, ending, and beginning strokes:
letters combinations Do they begin as fiourished or embellished? Do they end flourished?
that consistently 2 A
appear @)/
Do they begin as inflexible and straight? Do they end abruptly?
(al
6. Letters complete
Letters Look to see if
complete the letters are C;' £ C?
completed when
formed

=3



7. All cursive or a mix?

Cursive
and printed
letters

Look to see if
the author 1s
writing in
cursive, print, or
a combination of
both

JA?U)’T J% ogjf'u{ i

J&Iaﬁ-I/MV;TI W os

8. Consistent pen pressure

Pen Look for 8. Pen pressure:

pressure variation in Ligl ;( 9 [ A é v/
thickness of line gacé a~d kf
on the down Medium: .
strokes of letters M A M cnd “f Ve M
versus the — f 1;
upstroke VY;- 4 { M W by M

9. Slant
Slant Look for word or | Right slant to letters:

line slant, helps
to hold the paper
away from you
to see it better

Lk ant Jull west' 5 Ve AH

mg’zm'm 9,1(; Wind o o K.

10. Does the writing stay on the line?

Line habits

Look to see if
the author writes
above the line,
on the line, or
crosses over the
line

Straight on line:

Words leave baseline below it: 7 g
Words slant up from baseline: A 7‘ ﬁt tﬁ

ﬂadL WMWPI %M

11. Fancy loops and curls

Fancy curls
or loops

Look to see if
the author uses
fancy
embellishments
on certain letters
that appear
consistently

Any unusual strokes?

P

12. T's crossed and I's dotted

might slant, look
to see if the
author dots their
i's at all and
where the dot
may lie in
relation to the
vertical bar

Look to see Are i's dotled? ' .
Placement | where the Lightly? ,(/ Fimly? i Left of stem? 7 Right 0’5‘9"“7/" Circular patiem? ,
of erosses crossbar on the T e
ont’sand | is placed and JM‘: No dot? r
dots oni's | what direction it o s crossed?

Lighty? & Heavy? - LeRtofstem? . Rightof stem?/- Concave? {/” Convex? 1
Uncrossed? L Short in oroortion to stem?




