
Name:____________________________________________________

Jon Benet Ramsey Case – Handwriting

Use a highlighter or colored marker to indicate portions of the letter or samples below which match.  

John Ramsey

Patsy 

Analysis:

1.  One or two letters is NOT enough to convict someone.  
Can you find more than 2 letters which match?____

What are they and from whom?



Now we will analyze the handwriting a little deeper the way Forensic Scientists do.  These characteristics help us 
determine a forgery.  Use the chart below which is partly from our textbook.  Use the reference sheet examples 
of each characteristic as a guide.  

Put a check mark for the handwriting sample that has the characteristic.  Make comments where appropriate.

12 Handwriting 
Characteristics

Ransom Note John Ramsey Patty Ramsey

1 Line quality is smooth. 
(Writing stays smoothly 
on a line)
2 Words are spaced 
evenly.

3 Capital letters and 
small letters are sized 
consistently.  The ratio of
small to capital is the 
same throughout the 
writing.  
4 The writing is 
continuous (only applies 
to cursive).
5 Capital and lowercase 
letters are connected

6 Letters are fully formed
(as opposed to someone 
who writes sloppily and 
does not completely 
form their letters)

If not, which letters? If not, which letters? If not, which letters?

7 Writing is all in cursive 
(or a mix) Which words? Which words? Which words?

8 Pen pressure is 
consistent (inconsistent 
pen pressure is a red flag 
for forgery)
9 Letters slant to the 
right.

10 All letters are written 
on the line

11 Person adds fancy 
curls or loops Which letters? Which letters? Which letters?

12 All the i’s are dotted 
and the t’s are crossed.  
Note where they are – 
high, middle or low



Name:___________________________________________________  Date:_____________________

You will hand this in.  Please make sure you do not write the same words as the person you are discussing this 
with.  You may think together but write separately.  

Conclusion:  Whose handwriting most matches the ransom note if either does?  _______________________

If you think neither matches, defend them.  

Explain as if you are defending your evidence to a jury.  What characteristics are the MOST significant?





Examples of the 12 Handwriting Characteristics:

1. Line Quality

2. Spacing between words or margins

3. Size consistency

4. Continuity

5. Connecting Letters

6. Letters complete



7. All cursive or a mix?

8. Consistent pen pressure

9. Slant

10. Does the writing stay on the line?

11.  Fancy loops and curls

12. T’s crossed and I’s dotted


