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C1 Vertebra (Atlas)
and
C2 Vertebra (Axis)
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7-vertebrae supporting the skull

Protects spinal cord & blood flow to the brain
Concave (lordotic) curvature

3 unique vertebrae = atlas and axis, and C7
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Fig. 8-5 Superior aspect of atlas (C1).
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Fig. 8-6 Anterior aspect of axis (C2).
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Fig. 8-7 Lateral aspect of axis (C2).
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Atlas and Axis
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rotation (as in shaking
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“no”)
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Fig. 8-9 A, Superlor aspect of typical cervical vertebra. B, Lateral
aspect of typical cervical vertebra.




Vertebra Prominens- C7

Cervical Vertebrae [C4 and C7]

Superior Views
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Zygapophyseal joints are formed between inferior
articular processes of one vertebra with the superior
articular process of the one below it
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being stacked one

— ontopofother.

CHARACTERISTIC

Overall structure

Size
Foramina

Spinous processes

Transverse processes
Avrticular facets for ribs
Direction of articular facets
Superior
Inferior

Size of intervertebral discs

CERVICAL

Small.
Omne vertebral and two transverse.

Slender, often bifid (C2-C6).

Small,
Absent.

Posterosuperior.
Anteroinferior.

Thick relative to size of vertebral
bodies.

THORACIC
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Larger.

One vertebral.

Long. fairly thick (most project
inferiorly),

Fairly large.
Present.

Posterolateral
Anteromedial.

Thin relative o size of vertebral
bodies.

LUMBAR

Largest.
One vertebral.

Short, blunt (project posteriorly
rather than inferiorly ).

Large and blunt.

Absent,

Medial
Lateral,
Thickest.




Soft Tissue Neck

‘ Pharynx - Divided into 3
R — \ separate sections: part of
2 organ systems (GI and
Pharyngeal tonsil — = ReSpiratory)

Hard palate
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Anatomy of the Pharynx
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Hyoid bone
Epiglottis

1 Larynx

Thyroid gland

Epiglottis

Hyoid bone

Thyroid cartilage

Epiglottis

Hyoid bone

Thyroid
cartilage
(Adams apple)

Trachea




. Larynx and trachea
. Region of esophagus

. Region of thyroid gland

. Region of thymus gland




Positioning Landmarks

Infraorbital
Meatal Line

Occlusal
Plane :

Jugular Notch — T2, T3

Mastoid tip (C1)

Mandibular Rami

Gonion (C2-C3)
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Critiquing Landmarks

C7 spinous process is
known as the vertebral
prominens and can be
palpated between the
shoulders at base of
neck

C2 appears taller
than other cervical
vertebra, due to the
dens. Its spinous
process appears
rounder and thicker.
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