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Cervical Vertebrae
- 7 vertebrae supporting the skull
- Protects spinal cord & blood flow to the brain
- Concave (lordotic) curvature
- 3 unique vertebrae = atlas and axis, and C7
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Axis - C2

3

4



3

Atlas and Axis 
Articulations

Typical cervical 
vertebrae    C3-C6

Unique characteristics
- Bifid spinous process
- Articular Pillars 

(instead of lateral 
masses)

- Three foramina
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Vertebra Prominens- C7

Zygapophyseal Facet Joints
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C4 
Superior 
Articular 
Process

C3 
Inferior 
Articular 
Process Zygapophyseal 

joint

Zygapophyseal joints are formed between inferior 
articular processes of one vertebra with the superior 
articular process of the one below it

Intervertebral Foramina

AP
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Intervertebral 
Foramina

Formed by the 
superior and 
inferior vertebral 
notches (pedicles) 
being stacked one 
on top of other.
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Soft Tissue Neck

Pharynx - Divided into 3 
separate sections: part of 
2 organ systems (GI and 
Respiratory)

Nasopharynx – behind the 
nasal passage

Oropharynx - back of oral 
cavity

Laryngopharynx - Most 
distal part of pharynx 
(‘throat’)
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Hyoid bone

Epiglottis

Thyroid 
cartilage 
(Adams apple)

Trachea

Thyroid cartilage

Thyroid gland

Larynx

Epiglottis
Hyoid bone
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Positioning Landmarks

Mastoid tip (C1)

Mandibular Rami

Gonion (C2-C3)
Occlusal 
Plane

E.A.M. 
Infraorbital

Meatal Line

Jugular Notch – T2, T3

C7
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C7 spinous process is 
known as the vertebral 
prominens and can be 
palpated between the 
shoulders at base of 
neck

C2 appears taller 
than other cervical 
vertebra, due to the 
dens.  Its spinous 
process appears  
rounder and thicker.

Critiquing Landmarks
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