To Whom It May Concern:


Seminars are critical part of my learning experience because these moments allow me to engage with my mentors and peers. Sometimes it can be difficult to attend some of the seminars because it conflicts with my work schedule as well as my daily life. Often times, I will make an attempt to attend and listen to the seminars while I’m working. The only problem is that I cannot fully engage with the mentors and peers because of my working environment. I try to make every attempt to attend seminars as much as I can. There are times when seminars are around 8am EST and that would be 5am PST for me. Because of the time difference I feel a bit at a disadvantage sometimes. I feel it is a little difficult to sleep for a few hours and then be up by 5am to attend the seminars. 

I understand that these seminars may not be on a fixed schedule, but I do find it a little bit difficult. There are times when seminars have to be rescheduled and some professors do try to give ample notice prior to the seminar and notifies us using the email system through LMS, which gets sent to our personal email. Sometimes, there are times when seminars are rescheduled; I will not notice them until I look on the class homepage. I understand that our professors have other matters to attend to as well, but I only wish there was more notice given prior to the seminar.

Currently, I work almost 6 days a week, where some days I would work 10 to 12 hours per day. I work during the afternoon around 3pm to midnight. During my spare time, which is usually during my lunchtime, I would spend time studying. I have made many requests to work part time, but my manager would not grant it because of the current backlog and they have increased the amount of production. I really want to succeed in this program and I really do try hard. In the beginning I had a rough start because I felt a bit rushed into the program and the platform we currently use, is something I was not used to compared to the other online classes I have taken in the past. I will try to make every attempt, even while I am working, to attend these seminars. I do enjoy seminars, because they become more personal and integrate more insight into the learning material.


Sincerely,
Lani Kwon
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