HIS113: World Civilization I

All trips and/or movies require a written 2-page report integrating the answers to the questions below to be handed before or on the final exam. Students are allowed up to 3 extra credit reports (each paper is graded on a 1-3 point scale to be added on to the final grade).

Questions for Extra Credit reports on FILMS:
1. According to the historical facts and sources, what seems to be accurate in the film? State the facts and sources you are using to compare. 

2. What are the areas that are fictional in the film?

3. In what ways does the film relate to your course readings and studies?

4. Is this an entertainment or historical film? What do you think is the creator’s intentions?
5. What relation does this film have with the present moment? What is the main point it is trying to relay?
Films on the Ancient World

The Odyssey (1997) 2 hours 49 minutes

Director Andrei Konchalovsky; a modern telling of Homer’s epic myth. With Armand Assante (Odysseus), Greta Scacchi (Penelope), Isabella Rossellini (Athene), Bernadette Peters (Circe), Eric Roberts, Irene Papas, Vanessa L. Williams (Calypso).

Spartacus (1960) 

Director Stanley Kubrick; With Lawrence Olivier, Tony Curtis, and Kirk Douglas; a slave revolt in the Roman Empire.

Cleopatra (1963) 243 minutes

Director Joseph L. Mankiewicz; Spectacular portrayal of Cleopatra, Julius Ceasar, and Anthony in the Roman Republic. With Elizabeth Taylor, Richard Burton, Rex Harrison.

Gladiator (2000) 154 minutes

Director Ridley Scott; With Russell Crowe. An epic movie about ancient Rome depicting the political power struggles and the world of the gladiators. Fairly realistic in its backdrops and setting.

Ben-Hur (1959) 212 minutes

Director William Wyler; With Charlton Heston, Jack Hawkins, and Stephen Boyd. Another epic of ancient Rome, great story and the arena sequences are among the best in film.

Films on the Medieval Era

The Lion in Winter (1968) 134 minutes

Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine during the later years of their life. A wonderfully fun movie with Katherine Hepburn and Peter O’Toole. Very realistic settings and portrayals of their marriage and their sons.

Becket (1964) 150 minutes

Henry II and Thomas a Becket’s quarrel which led to the death of Becket by Henry’s guards. The scene of Becket’s death became a place of pilgrimage for many in England and is the setting for Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. (Richard Burton plays Becket.)

Name of the Rose (1986) 118 minutes

Mystery and intrigue surround a medieval monastery – good story!

 Accurate description of the monastic system and the monks continual copying of manuscripts. Sean Connery as a monk!

Return of Martin Guerre (1983) 111 minutes

True story from French court records of a small village and the inner workings of a community. Very accurate portrayal of medieval country life. Note the dress, utensils, farm implements, customs, place of the clergy in the judicial system, travel, and lack of privacy overall! French movie with English subtitles.

Braveheart (1995) 177 minutes

Story of William Wallace and his countrymen as they sought to free Scotland from English domination. Great story, wonderful glimpses into rural life, the emerging sense of nationalism, medieval battle systems, and feudal customs. Mel Gibson stars and directs.

