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Peoples/Languages
	Semitic: Arabic & Hebrew
Turkic; Indo-European –
Persian, Armenian, Kurdish (29)
	
	                   




	

Political Structure
	
	
	Tribal & patriarchal; each tribe ruled by governor – raja; continual wars; caste system developed (44) based on prejudice and religion

	

Trade/Economy
	
	Grew  Wheat & Barley, trade networks emerged leading to development of cities (37); cotton produced and exported + timber products, gold & luxury items; imported copper, bronze, stone (40); maritime trade
	

	

Religion
	Polytheistic – ziggurats as home of city’s chief god
	
	

	


Literature
	
	
	Vedas – sacred hymns to the gods; early source of Hindu beliefs; Mahabharata – an Aryan epic & world’s longest poem (42); Hymn of Creation ; Bhagavad Gita

	


Innovations
	First written records; cuneiform – scribes kept track of transactions, scribes had power in society (31-32);  first use of glass, wheel, fertilizer, calendars, mathematical system (32)
	
	

	

Gender Roles
	
	
	Class system of warriors, priests & commoners; patriarchal family structure; joint family –wives of sons moved into patriarchal home; women more restricted over time (42)
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