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Trans-Mountain Canada Pipeline Project




What is the Trans-mountain Pipeline Project?


The Trans Mountain Pipeline System, is a Canadian pipeline that conveys rough and refined oil from Alberta to the shore of British Columbia, Canada. They convey around 300,000 barrels of oil based goods every day through 1,150 kilometres of pipeline in Alberta and British Columbia, and 111 kilometres of pipeline in Washington state.
Their expansion project to eventually go across all of Canada will supposedly give increased support to Canadian crude oil growth so they can expand globally to energy markets anywhere in the world. The current trans mountain pipeline has been running for the last 65 years and have been funded this whole time by the CDEV (Canada Development Investment corporation).
With their new expansion project that has been be approved by Canadian parliament, it will provide oil producers with an additional 590,000 barrels per day across the country. By being able to create and transport more oil every day, the trans mountain expansion project hopes create a stronger economy that allows the federal and provincial governments to invest in programs and initiatives like health and education. This project is a proposed $9.3 billion project. However the lack of tidewater from the Pacific Ocean cost producers in the province of Saskatchewan and additional $3.7 Billion in lost revenue. Locals were not pleased to find out that tax money was going getting paid towards a pipeline they did not approve of in British Columbia, Alberta and now Saskatchewan.

Origins of this Issue
Although economically the future was looking bright for Canada with the expansion of the pipeline. Ethically, issues arose when native communities and environmentalists went against the pipeline operation due to the environmental damage it will cause, and the catastrophes that could happen if anything goes wrong. Additionally, when the natives realize the land that was going to be taken away from them during this expansion as well as all the urbanization and development that will occur closer to the reserves, they were not pleased to hear that the pipeline was approved.
On September 15, 2019 Canadian Prime minister Justin Trudeau announced that he was going to approve for the expansion of the trans-mountain Pipeline project. (2019 Colletta) This caused even more issues with the public voters as one of Trudeau’s promises to Canadians during this years election was to fight climate change and take action against it. Meaning that if he approves this Pipeline expansion then he is approving of all the possible environmental damage this could bring to our country.
Justin Trudeau the Canadian politician, has been prime minister of Canada as the leader of the Liberal Party. He is currently the 23rd Prime Minister of Canada, and has been serving since 2015. Trudeau is especially known as one of the most modern and politically forward Prime ministers in Canada’s history for how much he promotes feminism, gay rights, racial rights, environmentalism and equality for all. However, in recent times Trudeau has been in heat when allegations of him being racist were brought to him after an old photo of him dressed up for Halloween in a blackface costume. He was then called sexist for poorly treating a female secretary before laying her off. All of these allegations reflect poorly on a man who promotes feminism, racial equality and environmentalism.


How is this an Ethical Dilemma ?

This then becomes a virtue/duty based ethical issue as it shows that the Canadian prime minister essentially goes against his word by approving the Tran-Mountain Pipeline expansion project. However, one of the main reasons Canadians voted for him was because of his environmental promises he told Canadians. The downfall of this Pipeline is the environmental damage it leaves behind with all the gasses, fumes and oil leaks that this project brings; but the up side of it is that it can help the Canadian economy. This shows that Justin Trudeau chose to make more money over protecting our environment.
This lies to be a major setback in Canada’s fight against climate change. Now opponents against trans-mountain say at this rate Canada will not meet its 2030 Paris Agreement emissions target if they continue adding infrastructure for high emitting businesses. Not only that, but it threatens ecosystems locally with the increase in road traffic, road developments and deforestation, which increases the chances of massive oil spills.
	In addition with environmental issues, the expansion project also completely ignores indigenous rights. According to Global News Canada, it is said that twenty one municipalities of indigenous communities were surveyed at town halls and ninety one percent of  survey signers voted for no to the expansion project.
As part of the rights of the aboriginal People in Canada the Canadian Constitution states: “35.1 The government of Canada and the provincial governments are committed to the principle that, before any amendment is made to Class 24 of section 91 of the “Constitution Act, 1867”, to section 25 of this Act or to this Part. The Prime Minister of Canada will invite representatives of the aboriginal peoples of Canada to participate in the discussions on that item. 
Other environmental organizations such as the Buck Suzuki Environmental Foundation say other issues such as sewage pollution and pesticides are going to play a much larger factor to British Columbia’s Salmon communities that enter Canada from the pacific Ocean and millions make there way through Canada’s rivers taking them from the west coast all the way to the east coast. With oil and waste polluted rivers , it could damage a whole ecosystem in Canada that has been bringing fish into this country for years. 
In business, politics or life in general, honesty has always been highly valued and taught at any level. So for the Prime Minister of Canada to approve of a multi billion dollar project that is going to affect the environment  after he promoted how much he cares about fighting climate change really shows how Justin Trudeau is clearly in the wrong.

Public Perception on Issue
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau lost the trust of millions of Canadians this last year as the recent elections in October 2019 showed how tight the votes were between Trudeau’s Liberal party and between the NDP (New Democrats Party). Aside from this issue Trudeau had other racists and feminist allegations that really jeopardized his image. In the end, Trudeau still won the majority votes and was re-elected once more.  However, Trudeau is still seen by Canadians as someone who is artificial. Many now view Trudeau as a fake feminist, and a fake environmentalist therefore it will be hard for Trudeau to gain the trust of many Canadians once more.  New York Times (Bilefsky, 2019)

Evidently majority of Canadians want to give Trudeau a second chance to prove himself as they still do believe in him. It is now up to Trudeau to make it up in the next four years and really practice what you preach, especially if it relies so heavily on the environment.
Biblical Point of View on Environmentalism
From a biblical point of view, The bible teaches us to always protect earth as if it is our on and it also tells us how we should make it a priority of ours to protect.
Isaiah 24:4-6 "The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and withers, the exalted of the earth languish. The earth is defiled by its people; they have disobeyed the laws, violated the statutes and broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore a curse consumes the earth; its people must bear their guilt. Therefore earth's inhabitants are burned up, and very few are left."
Isaiah 24:4-6 focuses on the affect mankind’s carelessness will have on earth. By Isaiah saying that the earth is defined by its people, and by him saying that the earth dries up and withers signifies that earth is not doing their job and treating earth as their own. Those who do not take care of their earth will curse the land they live on which is essentially what the Canadian government is doing to some of the most valued natural resources offered by Canada.
Another verse that speaks of the effects of destroying the earth and what it does for the future of humanity is: Revelation 11:18 "The nations were angry; and your wrath has come. The time has come for judging the dead, and for rewarding your servants the prophets and your saints and those who reverence your name, both small and great—and for destroying those who destroy the earth."

Here it talks about how those who chose to destroy their earth will be judged when that days comes for not protecting their planet. This shows how environment is such a large part of Christian ethics and how Christians value protecting our planet.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Deontological point of View
Deontological thinkers judge the ethical quality of decisions by criteria not quite the same as the conditions of undertakings those decisions realize. In other words,  for deontologists what makes a decision moral  is its conformity with moral norms. (Alexander, 2007)
From a Deontological point of view on Trudeau’s decision, his actions are clearly wrong. Deontology is known as duty based ethics and it is our duty as stewards of the earth to be environmentally aware. There is no moral result by going forward with the pipeline expansion other then generating more money. 

Consequentialist Point of View
Consequentialists make decisions based on ones ability to predict the consequences of an action. Ultimately, to consequentialists the choice that yields the greatest benefit to the most people is the one that is ethically correct. (Chonko 2015)
In the Trans-Mountain Pipeline case a consequentialist would look at both sides and weigh the pros and cons that the pipeline has for Canada. If there are more cons, a consequentialist would say that the right thing to do would be to not go forward with the pipeline expansion.




Teleological Point of View
A teleological thinker says rightness of action is determined solely by the amount of good consequences they produce. An action is justified moral or not based on the “end” it achieves much rather then the process during the means.
So for a teleological thinker, if the end result for the trans- mountain pipeline is a stronger Canadian economy all while meeting the targeted emissions numbers projected to meet for the 2030 Paris agreement then the expansion of the pipeline is justified. However, if the outcome is still unethical, then the best decision is to cut off the pipeline project and focus more on the environment.

Virtue Ethics Point of View
Virtue ethics looks at character traits that are important to human flourishing can be identified as the one that emphasizes the virtues or moral character.  Similar to consequentialists,  they deem actions right or wrong based on the end result if it is moral or not. However, virtue ethics emphasizes human well being more then any other theory.
	Virtue ethics would say that the trans mountain pipeline is a serious environmental hazard  and needs to be stopped immediately. The reason why a Virtue ethicist would see this case as unethical is because, not only is Justin Trudeau’s act of dishonesty highly unvalued by virtue ethicists but because of the fact that it will cause so much environmental damage which is wrong in the eyes of anyone that practices virtue ethics.

Personal Position on Issue
Being a liberal voter myself who voted for Justin Trudeau this passed election, I would like to belief that Justin Trudeau is trying to be the perfect balance of someone who cares about the environment but still cares about increasing Canada’s GDP and economy.  As shown in the past, Trudeau has helped fund many environmental clean-ups in the ocean or lakes all around Canada so to say that Trudeau does not care about the environment  would not be fair in my opinion. I do think Trudeau genuinely cares about Canada’s economic strength as he approves this trans mountain project to hopefully benefit Canada’s economy in the future. 
I do believe that Trudeau is in the wrong by approving this act if he is always preaching about how much of an environmentalist he is. If the pipeline project  fails to be as environmentally friendly as it proclaims it is, then Prime minister Justin Trudeau will be at fault for approving the expansion of it in the first place. 
	Trudeau’s case can be applied in real life to any corporate scenario. For example, as a office manager it should be priority number one to establish rules, ethics and norms in the office. If the manager is ever put in a scenario where he has to make a decision that is either going to make the companies corporate owners a lot of money, while possibly hurting some of his employees in the process, or not make as much money and make sure nothing bad happens around the office. In this case, Trudeau chose to make more money for corporate rather then protecting his employees which is known as (Canada). 
Conclusion
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau seems to be a young prime minister on the rise worldwide and likes to think of himself as the “forward thinking” candidate for the Canadian people. Many doubters came to him when he approved of a pipeline expansion that would have detrimental effects on climate change around Canada which starts an ethical controversy in Canada as a self proclaimed environmentalist approves a case that slows down the fight against climate change tremendously. The reason why this caused even more controversy with Canadians is because he had already been accused of  fraud in the passed, and with this now going on, it really did make Canadians see who Justin Trudeau could really be. 
Looking at it from a consequentialist, teleological and virtue ethics point of view each theory still leans towards Trudeau’s actions being unethical. For one, the final mean is not ethical as its centred around money, the decision was not made in the best interest of human behaviour and lastly, they did not notice the consequences outweighs the pros. 
Personally, I still believe in Justin Trudeau ability to fight climate change in Canada as it is something he has been promising for years. I believe that he is going to make up for this with something else for Canada as we are all in his best interest.





Work Cited
Alexander, L., & Moore, M. (2007, November 21). Deontological Ethics. Retrieved from https://stanford.library.sydney.edu.au/archives/win2015/entries/ethics-deontological/#Bib.

Bilesky. (2019, October 21). Will Canada Forgive Justin Trudeau?Dan. The New York Times. Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/21/world/canada/trudeau-election.html 
Chief, E. in. (n.d.). 17 Important Keystone Pipeline Pros and Cons. Retrieved from https://vittana.org/17-important-keystone-pipeline-pros-and-cons. 

Chonko, L. (2015). JPSSM – Ethical Issues in Sales Decision Making. Journal of Personal Selling & Sales Management, 35(2), 91–92. doi: 10.1080/08853134.2015.1017340

Coletta, A. (2019, September 15). An oil pipeline expansion is dividing Canada’s indigenous peoples. The Washington Post. Retrieved from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/an-oil-pipeline-expansion-is-dividing-canadas-indigenous-peoples/2019/09/14/ec74ac82-b961-11e9-8e83-4e6687e99814_story.html 

D'Alimonte, M. (n.d.). 14 Things Justin Trudeau Has Done Right So Far As Prime Minister. Retrieved from https://www.mtlblog.com/news/justin-trudeau-canada-prime-minster.

Environment. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.transmountain.com/environment
.
Hursthouse, R., & Pettigrove, G. (2016, December 8). Virtue Ethics. Retrieved from https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/ethics-virtue/.

Key Issues. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.bucksuzuki.org/key-issues/.

Legislative Services Branch. (2019, November 1). Consolidated federal laws of canada, Access to Information Act. Retrieved from https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/Const/page-16.html#h-52.

Mahoney, K. (2019, September 6). What the Bible Says About Protecting the Environment. Retrieved from https://www.learnreligions.com/bible-verses-about-protecting-the-environment-712753.
Piller, T. (2019, November 4). Saskatchewan government intervening in Trans Mountain pipeline court hearing. Retrieved from https://globalnews.ca/news/6124368/saskatchewan-intervening-trans-mountain-pipeline/.

Vaidyanathan, R. (2015, October 20). Canada election: Seven things Justin Trudeau believes in. Retrieved from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-34580420.

image1.jpeg
DN

TRANSMOUNTAIN





[ S—r—

P —

iy

TRANSMOUNTAIN




