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                                                               Introduction
 Ravi Zachariah and Vince Vitale (2014) captures the audience with the book entitled, Why suffering? This book is a intellectual explanation of the reasons why God allows suffering. Vince and Zachariah not only speak from the Christian perspective of suffering but speak to the atheist about suffering. This book captures the biography of Ravi Zachariah, born in 1946. Ravi Zacharias is a Indian apologist, who depicts his life in this book about suffering. Zachariah depicts his own personal testimony of potential suicide and personal hardships. He did this for the understanding of the Holy Spirit and biblical instruction. His idea is to convey to people the necessary meaning of suffering. In this critique, I will discuss the theological and biblical perspective of this book. I will also describe the strengths, weaknesses and the authors comparison to others in style and format.







                                                                Summary  
Zachariah demonstrates his idea of suffering by using biblical scripture and reference. 
Zachariah begins by answering the first statement. The first statement states that suffering exists because God allows us to have free will. Zachariah uses the garden of eden to prove his point by stating that Adam and Eve ate of the fruit. This was due to their own decisions of free will. Zachariah not only uses biblical scripture to make his point but he uses real life situations to convey his message. “This child was born with a rare disease called CIPA, the body simply does not feel pain.”( Zaharias &Vitale pg. 12-13). Zaharias and Vitale point out that pain is sometimes  relevant for survival. A person who cannot feel pain cannot experience human emotion or have the ability to experience empathy.  Vitale and Zaharias demonstrates the cross as another means to depict suffering.  If a God died for your sins on the cross then that would mean temporary suffering for the eternal part of suffering. Zaharias is entailing in this book that even though suffering is both positive and negative, it is very much needed. Vitale and Zaharias demonstrate that if suffering does not exist then what would be the purpose of a higher power?
Zaharias and Vitale demonstrates through life and biblical examples that suffering is allowed when you have a basis for hope. The hope they are referring to is Jesus Christ. Why suffering? compares other beliefs such as Buddhism, Islam and Naturalism in comparison to the Christian belief to demonstrate that Christ is the only belief that demonstrates hope. Zaharias and Vitale compare and contrast the person who believes there is a God vs the person who believes there is no good or evil. Why suffering, incorporates the dynamics of Christianity to the unbeliever to help them understand to the nature of God and his purpose for us. Zaharias believes this will help us to go through suffering, while having immense hope.

                                                          Critical interactions
The writers goal in this book is to demonstrate that hope through suffering can only come through Jesus Christ. Zacharias points this out by stating that God is the only true God. He does not give credence to any other religion, in the means of hope. For instance, Zacharias states, “ God is all powerful: he can do anything he wills.” God is all loving: he cares with an intense value for his creation.”(Vitale and Zacharias pg. 5). Zacharias and Vitale’s goal in this context is to convince the audience that hope can only come through Jesus Christ. The biblical perspective they are trying to convey is the scripture from John 3:16. It states,“ I am the way, the truth and the life, no one come through the father but me.” Vitale and Zacharias makes mention of other religions but conveys the idea that other religions do not convey hope. For instance, Zacharias points out that Buddhism seeks to accomplish dukh. This is the idea to not desire anything. This as a result takes away pain.(115). Zacharias points out that you cannot take away pain by expressing apathy. Zacharias main point is that “God” gives us pain to be human and he also gives us the hope to overcome the pain. Zacharias’s main point is that no other religion has this accomplished. 
Zacharias and Vitale point out these issues again with Islam. Zacharias points out that there is no freedom in the religion of Islam. “People do not have the freedom to disobey with impunity and without that, there is no real religious or social freedom.” ( Vitale and Zacharias p.124-125). He points out in this text that there is no hope with the belief of Islam. Vitale and Zacharias’s main point is to convince the reader to turn their beliefs to Jesus Christ. Their main points is to convince that hope only lies with Christ. They express no positivity with other belief systems. 
                                                   
                                                     Weaknesses
The weaknesses of this book is it does not express any positivity with other religions. Vitale and Zacharias explain Buddhism, Naturalism and Islam only from the Christian focus. Their main point is to convince the reader about Christ. This in turn creates room for bias. What if a person has no desire to convert to Christ? Does that mean they have no hope? Zacharias could have made this particular writing more universal by pointing out the positive aspects of other beliefs.  This may cause offenses to those who are non- believers. This can cause them to develop hopelessness in getting through pain. Other weaknesses of this text include the usage of it.  For instance, a mental health clinician who is a believer cannot tell a non- believer in practice that the only way out of their suffering is through Jesus Christ. This would be against ethical guidelines. For instance, believers who work in secular environments will not be able to apply this book to the secular environment. Zacharias’s could have mentioned how the believer can applies these concepts of hope to the real world outside of the church. Another point that Zacharias could have pointed out is that pain is sometimes a substance of our wrong doing and disobedience. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Galatians 6:7. NIV.

                                                                  Strengths 
The strengths of Zacharias in this writing is his ability to relate to the audience. Zacharias begins by giving a biographical synopsis of his life story. Zacharias goes in to his child hood and describes his experiences with being physically abused by his father and later overcoming those obstacles with forgiveness. Zacharias also points out the naïve mindset that we all have as children. “Many people start out with extraordinary dreams but by the time they are adults they have ceased to dream like children.” (164). Zacharias causes the reader to be able to relate by telling his own story. He puts the reader in a sense of nostalgia about the past. This captivates the reader. This form of nostalgia can pull in anyone. Including the unbeliever. 
    Ravi Zacharias’s text style compares to other Christian scholars such as Joyce Meyers.  Joyce Meyers in the book, Battlefield of the mind. Joyce also captivates the reader by describing her father who sexually molested her. She also depicts biblical points about how the spiritual battle begins in the mind. Her writing style in this texts also can appear bias just as Zacharias. For instance, Joyce Meyers states “ The same is true for our lives. Thoughts bear fruit. Thinking good thoughts and the fruit in your life will be good. Think bad thoughts and the fruit in your life will be bad.” ( Meyers, pg. 29). The biblical text is that a tree is known by its fruit. Matthew 12:23. A similar concept is also explained with Ravi Zacharias. Jesus Christ is the only way is his concept. Joyce Meyers concept is that the only way you can have peace is to believe in Jesus. This conveys the similar idea that no religion can accomplish the means of hope and a peace of mind. Both authors in their scholarly style of Christianity give no positive credence to other religious beliefs.
    Zacharias’s point in why suffering conveys to those of Christian beliefs. The term that suffering is more durable when you have Christ, applies to the Christian. This fits the real work of ministry because many of those who convert to Christianity believe that their hardships will be over .This we know is false. We know that suffering in Christianity changes because we become disliked by the world. “He adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whoever, therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” James 4:4, NIV.
This book relates to those who are believers. This relates to help the believer navigate through life. The non- believer can relate to the biography of Ravi’s life but they cannot relate to the peace that trials bring because they have no relationship with the Holy Spirit. Therefore, this book applies more so to the believer vs the non-believer.
                                                                 Conclusion
    In conclusion, Zacharias’s and Vitale main goal in Why Suffering is to demonstrate that true hope can only come through Jesus Christ. Zacharias’s biography tied in to scripture, creates a wonderful overall testimony. The only weakness of this text is that it does not provide a more polite standpoint about other religions or beliefs. This book integrates hope for the believer. It helps the believer to better understand that their suffering is limited only for a time. It helps the believer to better understand that persecution and rejection is apart of the nature of Christ and that we should not run from suffering but to accept it with hope.
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