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	Mixed-age friendships depending on age, in my opinion, are not a bad thing. I feel like depending on the type of person you are and the friend you have how they are everything could be fine. While I do not know if it counts I used to help my gym teacher in my senior year of high school with his 7th graders and now when I go to the school they come and talk to me and stuff. I like being someone who maybe they can look up to and come and talk to. But I understand not all mixed relationships are like that and some can have a bad influence on the youth. According to the textbook, it states that “girls were more likely to have older male friends” which could “place some girls on a developmental trajectory for engaging in problem behavior.” This does not surprise me at all. In my opinion, boys have better relationships than girls because girls are more prone to going against their friends and so their relationships with other girls do not work. They then may find boys their age to be too immature or nasty for them and therefore reach for someone older. From experience, I have a cousin who met an older guy maybe like 8 years older so she was 16 and he was 24. They were friends and then something more happened with them and it caused her to run away from home. Her and this older man didn’t last long but her actions with him had an impact on her and she has not lied at home since then she lives with friends and continues to do things like drugs and partying all because she made a friend who she thought was cool. I obviously just feel like a parent needs to be aware of friendships and if they are in the same school teachers should be aware of. Just because I have a lot of older friends my answer is kind of confusing because my older friends and I work really well. They encourage me and influence me to keep going so I guess the friend just you need to find the right group. 
