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Chapter 10: Question #14
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are many dangers of opioid use. The most prominent danger is the risk of overdose of opioid. The highly addictive drug establishes the euphoric effects by attaching to neural receptor sites of endorphins, stimulating the feeling of happiness, and depressing the central nervous system. Thus, opioid overdose will suppress the respiratory center in the medulla oblongata and the pons. Respiratory depression will antagonize the normal respiratory functions and minimize the lung’s ability to properly ventilate. The accumulation of carbon dioxide and lack of oxygen-carrying capacity to the tissues can ultimately lead to death. Heroin users that discontinued substance use and then returned back to their original dose are at high risk of leading to respiratory paralysis due to the diminished tolerance to the drug. 
Other dangers of opioid use are pertained to the technique, route, or protocol that drug dealers or heroin users depend on. One danger is that drug dealers may combine heroin with a low-costly or dangerous chemical substance, such as cyanide. The combination can lead to severe life-threatening situations, such as seizures, coma, cardiac arrest, and even death. Another danger is the spread of viruses or other pathogens through the parenteral route. Contamination of needles or other equipment can introduce AIDS, hepatitis C, or skin abscesses. Based on Comer, it was found that 60% of active heroin users were diagnosed with HIV. These are the many dangers of opioid use. 
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