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Abstract
This paper will be discussing a published report on an enforcement action taken against Joseph D. Mattes. Mr. Mattes is a Licensed social worker that was employed by Wayne County Behavioral Health. The paper examines the code of ethics as it relates to the case and several ways that all involved was affected. Also, information regarding this case was also reviewed on New York State Office of Professions and there is a brief summary of action that was taken against Mr. Mattes. 
















Summarize the pertinent facts of the case
On March 2019, law enforcement in the town of Lyons reported an arrest of Joseph D, Mattes, age 56 for promoting a sexual performance by a child and possessing an obscene sexual performance by a child (2017, April 1). Retrieved from https://waynetimes.com 	Also, reports stated that Mattes had possession of child pornographic phots on the internet (2017, April 1). Retrieved from https://waynetimes.com. After a search warrant was issued for Mattes home, police enforcement retrieved 190 photos of child pornography were found on Mattes computer (2017, April 1). Retrieved from https://waynetimes.com. Wayne County Mental Health Director, James Haitz, the agency that Mattes worked for said Mattes was notified the he was on suspension and denied access within the county system (2017, April 1). Retrieved from https://waynetimes.com.											NASW standards Violated
[bookmark: _Hlk23533485][bookmark: _Hlk23532861][bookmark: _Hlk23538374]Sexual relationship was the standard code that has been violated in this case. Licensee admitted to the charge of having been convicted of possession of sexual performance by a Child. There are additional code ethics that apply as well.  According to (NASW), Social workers should not engage in sexual activities inappropriate sexual communication through technology or in person, or sexual contact with current clients, whether such contact is consensual or forced (NASW,2008). Additionally, “social workers should not engage in sexual activity or sexual contact with the client relatives or other individuals with whom clients maintain a close personal relationship when there is a risk of exploitation or potential harm to the client.  (NASW,2008).											Also, “no sexual activity or sexual contact with clients relative or other individuals with whom the clients maintain a personal relationship has the potential to be harmful to the client and may make it difficult for the social worker and client to maintain appropriate professional boundaries” (NASW,2008).	“Social workers should not engage in sexual activities with their former clients because of the potential harm to the client”. (NASW,2008). According to NASW “if social workers engage in conduct contrary to this prohibition or claim that an exception to this prohibition is warranted because of extraordinary circumstances, it is social workers-not their clients -who assume the full burden of demonstrating that the former client has not been exploited, coerced, or manipulated” (NASW,2008).							Ways social worker practice, clients, and services were affected in the case
Unfortunately, there was no information regarding how the client was affective however, based on the charges brought against the social worker, he was charged with possession of sexual performance by a child. According to New York State Law, a person is guilty of possessing an obscene sexual performance by a child when, knowing the character and content thereof, he knowingly has in his possession or control, or knowingly accesses with intent to view, any obscene performance which includes sexual conduct by a child less than sixteen years of age.   Possessing an obscene sexual performance by a child is a class e felony.” Retrieve by http://ypdcrime.com/penal.law/article263.htm#p263.05.			
 Action taken against the social worker was Application for consent order granted; Penalty agreed upon: Indefinite actual suspension of at least 6 months and until fit to practice, 3 years’ probation to commence upon return to practice. Summary: licensee admitted to the charge of having been convicted of possession of sexual performance by a child.

Apply at least one NASW principle or ethical standard to devise an (an alternate) solution to the case that is in keeping with the NASW Code of Ethics and Christian values.
The principle that applies is social worker behaves in a trustworthy manner. According to NASW, “social workers are continually aware of the professor’s mission, values, ethical principles, and ethical standards and practice in a manner consistent with them” (NASW,2008). Also, “social workers act honestly and responsibly and promote ethical practices on the part of the organizations with which they are afflicted” (NASW,2008). According to Christianity and social work, doing the right thing is a matter of character and Identity (Scales, et;al, p.126)  As, the chapter pointed out, no matter how many time you read the code of ethics and the rules that we should following in the bible, it comes down to the person core-values (Scales, et;al, p.126) 	
[bookmark: _Hlk23540429]Furthermore, the author makes a valid point regarding our morality depends on who we are or becoming (Scales, et, al., p.126) What’s most important is that we are following Gods plan. What stood out to me is when the author stated, “we must become the persons who have taken on the mind of Christ as a new creation” (Scales, et, al., p.126)		 

Identify how you will allow professional social work values to guide your social work practice, regardless of whether this aligns with your personal and Christian values.

 Ultimately, the ethical thing to do is to allow NASW code guide me. First and foremost is using the six social work code values. Providing service to the client. Helping others is the primary goal of social workers and meeting a client where every they are at. Advocating for the client is also important. Additionally, treating the client with care and compassion and having patience will go a long way. I have learned that you can’t have compassion with having patience. Lastly, having integrity is important. Social workers must be trustworthy not only to their clients but to their co-workers as well. Following the six core of ethics and using it as a code so that I can be proficient in my profession and serving the clients. 					Inconclusion, when in doubt I will always refer to the code if unsure about any situations however, another option is to seek supervision. There is nothing wrong with a second opinion and the supervisor is not available review the state laws. The important thing here is cover all areas if possible. 
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