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Discuss the concept of client self-determination found in Dolgoff, what it involves, who it involves, and why it is important in social work practice










	It is essential for the social worker to be on familiar terms on how to be thoughtful with ethical dilemmas that comes on their way daily. It is the social responsibility to make best use of the code of ethics. According to Dolgoff  the way a social worker can do it, it  is  by their commitment, to be informed, give consent, to be competent, social diversity, conflicts of interest, privacy and confidentiality, Access to records, sexual relationship, interruption and termination of services, if these law are follow , social worker will not have any dilemma. The social worker’s job is to enhance the well being of the client and help them meet their basic need. Social workers should work with the client on self-determination and help the client to make his or her own decision without any fear. Social Workers are not the expert in the client life, instead,  the client is the expert on his or her own life and whatever they want to achieve should be a decisive decision of their owns. It is the duty of the Social Worker to empower their clients to take control of their lives and promote self- determination to give the client a better understanding of their rights. Let takes an example of the book on Dolgoff  (P. 92), according to the story,  the 18 years old client who is six months pregnant is single, and she is seeking to have an abortion and she went to a Local Counseling center to receive help, and  that she will be able to make decision making for herself and the fetus. The 18 years client was high risk; therefore it will be practical for the baby to be high risk. The client has the options to think for herself and the role of the social worker is to offer options and what will happen if the client chooses to go with any kind of decision-making that comes. According to NASW every person has a right to privacy and this privacy should be confidential, and it the ethics reflect the commitment of all social worker to uphold the profession’ value and act ethically. Social worker has the responsibility to treat each person in a caring and respectful fashion, be mindful of individual’s differences and cultural and ethnic diversity. Information that is obtained by the social worker should remain confidential. The client always has the tendency that all outcomes will be positive, but there is thing to think about, not all intervention will have a positive outcome, because sometimes it depends of what was presented and how it was handle.  Code of ethics cannot guarantee ethical behavior, and social workers should result from their personal commitment to engage in ethical practice.  Social worker should never use offensive language.
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