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Belinda was a clinical social worker who worked at the mental health facility that serves adults, adolescents and children. She was a clinical representative/director at a school where she serve to help  adolescents with behavioral problem that is affecting their function in school.
Belinda is married with two children and took a leave out of absence from her position due to personal issues. Upon returning back from her leave from “personal” issues, Belinda had to stand before the state social work licensing board because of allegations that was made against her  of being sexually involved with a 17 year old student attending the mental health center. This report was made by the teen parents that Belinda developed an intimate relationship with her client. It was reported that the relationship started through consistent text messages that led to sexual encounters at Belinda’s house.
Belinda stood  before the board with her attorney admitting  to the allegations that was made against her. She knew what she did was unethical which led her to willing give up her social work license without being asked to. In doing this, she hope that the board will grant her the opportunity to reinstate  her license once she go through therapy and ethical consultation.
An  unethical decision and a misconduct  in social work can  affect both the client and the social work practice. This case didn’t just affect Belinda and the client but his parents form a lawsuit against Belinda and her agency. They claim that Belinda engaged in malpractice and the agency should be blamed  for her misconduct in the social work practice. This has contributed to  the  clients’ emotional trauma which is affecting his ability to function  in his studies and that will delay his process of pursing employment after high school.
After much investigation, the reason Belinda got involved with the 17 year old student is that she was having issues in her marriage and undergoing clinical depression. Social worker in practice are often caught into misconduct due to personal issues that will result in professional impairment. Belinda lost her main focus of serving as a social worker violating standards and principles.
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to NASW (2019), Ethical standard enforces guidelines for professional conduct.  As one of the standards, conflict of interest advises social workers to  avoid having communication with clients using technology for personal or non-personal purposes(1.06e). Standards were issued  to social workers as it pertain to sexual relationship that under no circumstances should client and social worker be engaged in sexual activity as well as sexual contact with clients’s relative(1.09b). This standard was given because the  National Board of Social Work saw that this could be a risk of exploitation and become a potential harm to the client. Another standard that Belinda didn’t follow was engaging in physical contact with clients. This can cause psychological harm to the client if it was not done appropriately and made clear to the client.
“Ethical principles are based on the core value of service, social justice, dignity and worth of the person, importance of human relationships, integrity, and competence”. While all principles are important for social worker  to be effective in the field, the  value of competence could be use as a alternative solution to the case. This  principle require social workers in practice and in their area of competence to develop and enhance their knowledge to better serve or enhance their professional expertise. “Social workers continually strive to increase their professional knowledge and skills and to apply them in practice. Social workers should aspire to contrive to the knowledge base of the profession”. Using the principle to recognize the  importance and central meaning of human relationships. Social workers should seek to strengthen relationships among their clients by restoring or maintaining. By doing this, you enhance the well being of your client (s) instead of seeing someone as vulnerable and taking advantage of them for your own personal need.
The use of applying social value to social work practice whether it be personal or Christian value it will help “encompass everything from interfaith to individual dignity to compassionate service to social justice to human relationship”. The values of social worker will help you be a better version of yourself in order to serve and help someone to be a better version of themselves. By this, you are using skills, knowledge and sometimes experiences to manage an resolve various social problems both from a Christian and world point of view.
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