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[bookmark: _GoBack]When taking the survey Christian Character Index, I was forced to sit down and think about my character and how I influence other people and their reactions, as well as how other people influence me and my reactions to everyday problems. This was a short 35 question survey which gave results on different character traits that the individual might have. This survey also gave a percent next to each trait which shows how strongly that individual carry’s that specific trait. The traits which the survey tested for were love, joy, patience, kindness, faithfulness, gratitude, forgiveness, and compassion. 
	I obtained the highest percentage for faithfulness at seventy percent. Next was kindness at sixty-four percent and ten love at fifty-seven percent. I believe these are great traits to have as a teacher. Teachers need to be understanding of children. While in schools’ children are in a transitional period where they are learning what to do and what not do. During this time children might make mistakes and therefore a teacher needs to have kindness in order for them to be understanding. They have to keep their hearts and minds open when working with students. This will allow the student to have the most opportunity to learn. 
	I also obtained a high percentage in patience. This is important because when teaching not all the students will understand everything right away. Therefore, teachers need to have patients when teaching since they might have to go over a lesson or question a few times in order to ensure that every student is understanding the materials being taught. I believe all teachers should take this survey. Not only will they learn in what areas that they are scoring high in, but they can also learn about what areas they did not score as well in. For example, I noticed that I scored the lowest in forgiveness. Therefore, I know that I need to work on forgiving others. When working in a classroom I know that I will have to forgive my students if they make mistakes because they might not always understand what they did was wrong. 
Zigarelli’s book, Cultivating Christian character, explains different fruits of the spirits which children should be taught in order to have a better future. He explains how these traits are important for Christians to have and that when showing these traits, they are ultimately becoming better individuals which will create a better community. One fruit of the spirit that stuck out the most to me is gratitude. I think gratitude is the most important trait to teach inside the classroom since it is such a complex trait to have. 
Gratitude is about being thankful for opportunities that have been given to you. Teaching this in a class room will not only teach just about gratitude, but it will also teach about thankfulness, giving, goodness, kindhearted and hard working. Teaching gratitude has many different traits involved because it is more than just being thankful for whatever has been given to you. 
In order to teach my classroom this, I would do some sort of community service activity just as we had talked about in a previous week. I would ensure that the students understand what they are doing and how they are feeling when completing the activity.  One example of community service would be to create a community garden and have the students plants fruits and vegetables which they could then donate to a local soup kitchen for those in need. 
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