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Character Matters: How to help our children develop good judgment, integrity, and other essential virtues. by Likona, Thomas (2004).

This book will be read quickly for the big ideas. Chapter 8 focuses on manners.  What are the most important manners you would insist on students’ using in your classroom.  Why?

	One of the most important manners to teach children are how to listen to others. Not only to be quiet when someone is talking, but to really listen to their ideas. One way to do this is through repeating what another person says by summarizing. (I hear you are saying……Is that correct?).  Listening is important because it is how we obtain information, shows caring and concern for others thoughts and opinions, and helps us work together in groups and communities. 
I have also been working on children greeting the teacher when they arrive at school with a firm handshake. Some of the children are still reluctant to say hello and some overt their eyes when you are greeting them. I believe a person’s handshake and initial greeting reveal a lot about their personality. Are they confident with a firm handshake and eye contact? Or do they have a limpy handshake and are afraid to make eye contact. 
Another manner which children in my school tend to lack is they will get up and leave the room while the teacher is teaching. I have tried to stem this bad habit by clearly dividing instructional time into “lesson time” and “work time”. During lesson time, they are not to sharpen pencils, leave the room, or other such behaviors. During work time, they have the freedom to take care of those needs. 

Chapter 7
The Ambivalence within Faith Communities.
Main idea

	Although faith communities claim to use the Bible as the source of their direction and choices along with an “obligation to obey God’s will as revealed in Scripture,” (Hunter, 2000, p. 130) most often rely on the premises of psychology.  Self-esteem is emphasized in many programs, wrapped in Biblical concepts of God’s love. More traditional faith communities, such as the Catholic and Jewish religions, show less of an outward adoption of psychological ideas. However, even in their programs there is less emphasize on Biblical concepts of sin and Christ as an example and elements of self-esteem as many believe the traditional religious concepts are not relevant to their students. 
Discussion

1. Why has Dobson been so effective in the evangelical community?  Analyze his message.  

	Dobson’s message for moral actions is similar to the those put forward by the psychological regime; consequences for actions and an emphasis on self-esteem. However, the basis for his morals is Biblical principles and he emphasizes obedience to scripture and uses God’s values as a guide for morality. Conversely, psychology reflects the normative culture of everyone create their own system of values based on their feelings. By combining traditional church values within layers of psychology he is able to bridge both the secular and spiritual communities. Hunter claims there is more of the influence of the secular psychology in Dobson’s work as “Biblically based moral standards, then, are framed within the language and concepts of popular psychology, not the other way around.” (Hunter, 2000, p. 131). 

2. What do you think about the integration of the language and beliefs of psychology and religious instruction?

	Whenever the religious community attempts to make peace with secular values and society, the result inevitably tends towards a lessoning of the values which make Christians unique and set apart. “What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?” (2 Cor. 6:15 NIV). The reason for this is that humans are naturally sinful, especially selfish, by nature despite that psychology teaches “children…are good by nature and only need encouragement,” (Hunter, 2000, p. 147). We already tend toward the “love of self” which one only has to observe babies and young children to see. Values should be about turning from self to embrace the good of others as a purposeful and meaningful life. 


3. What do you think the evangelical community can learn from the Jewish and Catholic communities?

	As with the Jewish and Catholic communities, Evangelicals should not seek to be like the world, but rather distinct in culture and community. The evangelical community should return their roots in the Bible as the guide for truth in character development as the Jewish and Catholic communities emphasize their cultural roots.
Only by first acknowledging there is something wrong in the human heart can people work to change the motives and actions of the life. Use the tools of psychology only as far as they support the teachings and doctrines of the “god-terms” established in Scripture. True character, is “shaped…as conscious, directed obedience to truths authoritatively received and affirmed,” (Hunter, 2000, p. 17). When the faith communities return to those truths they purport to hold, a return to “creeds that have become convictions and is manifested in choices,” (Hunter, 2000, p. 16) then faith communities will begin to manifest the distinct character God wants His people to have. 


4. How important is it to see adults modeling the behaviors expected or desired in children?  How might that be true in schools?

	Modeling of desired behaviors is an essential part of character development in children.  One of the reasons Jesus came to earth was to show us how to live. “I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you.” (John 13:15 NIV). Lickona talks about the example adults set for kids, especially in taking stands on moral issues. “These days, the most important example we set may be the stands we take.” Lickona, 2004, p. 42). “That’s essential if we hope to pass on our values and the importance of integrity and a life of character.” (Lickona, 2004, p. 42). 

5. Do you agree with the assessment that “Evangelical Protestantism, despite its public posturing to the contrary, is at least as comfortable with a therapeutic understanding of morality and moral development suggests once again that the resistance cultural conservatism offers to the dominant moral trends in America may, in fact, be little resistance at all?”

	Even within Christian communities there is a trend to lessen the separation between what is secular and what is holy. People find it more comfortable to conform to society than to be distinct which may invite ridicule or even persecutions. It is easy to follow the path of the world and society rather than go against popular culture. The fact that Christians would makes statements such as “the foundation of goodness, and especially altruism is love of self,” (Hunter, 2000, p. 134) or “to love oneself is holy,” (Hunter, 2000, p. 134) is in direct contrast to Scripture. It’s interesting that one of the Bible signs of the times before Jesus comes is that men will be “lovers of themselves,” (2 Timothy 3:2(a) NIV) and “having a form of godliness but denying its power,” (2 Timothy 3:5(a) NIV).  

My Question(s):
Why do Christian communities compromise the foundational values of their faith for conformity with the world, even when it goes against what they claim to believe as truth?
Reflection

1. How has your faith community impacted your personal values?

When I was younger, my faith community provided the basic foundation of what I would come to believe as truth. However, the messages didn’t take deep root. It wasn’t until I was older and began a personal journey of faith within a relationship with God that I began to internalize the precepts which would become my “God-terms”. Even though my church taught certain parameters for behavior, I often broke or trespassed over those lines growing up. However, seeds were planted which with commitment and Bible study began to grow, albeit much later in my adult life.

Reaction 

1. Summarize on of the views from the faith communities listed in the chapter.  Give your 
analysis of their approach.  What is most valuable?  What is least valuable?

The views from the faith communities seem to be consistent in prioritizing self-esteem and the cost/benefits of choices. I agree costs and benefits should be taught as to engage minds in the reasoning process of making decisions. However, the most valuable in my opinion is that of the Jewish faith. I particularly resonated with the comment, “that a single Truth, at once unitive and universal, pervades all of reality. This is the experience of the One God.” (Blecher, 1974 as cited by Hunter, 2000, p. 139). Within the Jewish community, “its moral framework is rooted in a particular theological and historical tradition,” (Hunter, 2000, p. 139) which is shared by Christians, at least concerning the Old Testament. The least valuable was the Evangelical thoughts which became so immersed in the psychological regime that they lost any Biblical standard. An example of this would be the United Church of Christ in their series which builds self-esteem. The premise of this pamphlet was that of self-love being holy and the “foundation of goodness, and especially altruism,” (Hunter, 2000, p. 134). When Christianity goes so far as to immerse itself in secularism, it loses the identity of being Christian. 


Parting Observations
Moral education and the triumph of the therapeutic.
Main idea

	Through the past centuries, the changes in society have created huge shifts in the understanding and teaching of morals. The morals of society are the roots of the moral education programs and they reflect societies values. Along with the changes of beliefs and values, the people responsible for education have shifted from families and religious institutions to psychologists. In spite of there being challenges to the new moral order based on psychology, most of the challenges incorporate the same values as well. The faith communities also embed their moral education in the psychological regime.  
Discussion

1. Do you agree with Hunter’s summary?

When examining the evidence Hunter presents for the radical changes in society and the resulting changes in values, it seems clear that these are the catalyst which drive values education. His examination of the faith communities isn’t complete however. Although, many seem to be conforming to the social norms of the psychological regime, there is still an emphasis on a common authority, the Biblical scriptures, and an emphasis on strong values of right and wrong which are not subjective. Dobson, for example, “speaks of the obligation to obey God’s will as revealed in Scripture. He also speaks of God’s values as distinct from “man’s values,” (Hunter, 2000, p. 130). 

2. Should we accept these changes or try to reverse the trends?

As Christians we have a spiritual emphasis of being in the world but not of it. In Romans, Paul admonishes Christians, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world,” (Romans 12:2(a) NIV). It has also been an imperative for us to go against the social tide if it is not in harmony with the Word of God. As Lickona has said, “If our kids never see us standing up for what we believe, never going against the tide, how can we expect them to have the courage to stand up..?” (Lickona, 2004, p. 42). 

3. What types of therapeutic language do you use when talking about values?  Should we use it?  Should we avoid it?

	When the language of the psychological theories is in harmony with the teaching of Scripture, we can use it when talking about values. For instance, cost and benefit of our choices as significant to a Christian walk. Understanding the feelings of others when we are making choices is also a Biblical principle to “Do unto others as you would have done unto you,” (Matthew 6:31).  By examining how we would want to be treated, we can than learn to treat others in a similar fashion. Where the concepts contradict scripture we should resist the regime.  An example of this would be values based on personal choice or concepts of “self-love” being necessary.

My Question(s):

As people progress towards a self-centered benefit/cost in life’s choices, do they perceive the resulting consequences on society?
Reflection

1. Develop one of Hunter’s points from your own experience.  Use events from your classroom and your school experience to illustrate and expand the observation he makes on progression.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	It’s interesting to note how the “institutional location through which moral understanding mediated changed…from family and local religious congregation …to public school and popular culture.” (Hunter, 2000, p. 146). This has become clear in much of the literature we have read and discussed in this class – the impetus for schools and teachers to take the lead in moral education.  I see this in the classroom when parents will send me e-mails or ask me how they should work with their children to discipline or encourage positive behaviors. Lickona has stood for the involvement of parents as moral leaders throughout his book, Character Matters.  When parents realize the importance they hold as the moral guides of their children, begin to limit outside influence of popular culture through parameters on media, and spend quality time with children to work with their character development, true character will be developed. I’ve had other parents talk with me about how their child always spends time online, watching t.v., etc., when I am asking them about books and reading. I’ve had to tell parents, “If it is detrimental to your child’s learning you need to set limits for their media viewing.” One parent in particular this year seemed surprised that it was her right and responsibility to do so. That she could, in fact, tell her child not to only use media except for a short time each day or even monitor her 8 year old’s use of media as per our discussion. With so much influence of media on the children and even adults, it is no wonder the values of society are transmitted to us. Perhaps it is time for families to turn off the t.v.’s, put away the cell phones, and spend time together once again. 

Reaction 

Make a graphic of each of the progressions Hunter lists in this section.  For example:

 Objective Truth of Scripture and Laws of Nature.

Subjective Values of the Individual
Conventions of a Democratic Society





Institutions of natural order and scientific paradigms
Moral Authority of a transcendent God
Choices of subjects

Cultivation of personality toward the end of well-being

Training of character to serve the needs of civic life

Purpose of moral education
mastery over the soul and service to God and neighbor
Children are good by nature and need encouragment
Premise of moral education
Children are sinful and rebellious
Public schools and popular culture
Moral understanding mediated by family, religious culture, and youth organizations
Soverign choices of the autonomous individual
Morality validated by institutions and codes of the community
Sense of good and evil through sacred texts
Emotive deliberation over competing values
Pyschologist and counselor 
Arbiter of moral judgment
Clergymen


