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The assignment for Week 8 is to write about how you would talk about faith in the public school classroom. To get you started a good article by Noddings will help get you thinking. Write a one to two page essay with a focus on character education and religion in the public schools. APA style with References.
Character education and religion in public schools has become a great controversy. According to the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS), the study of religion is an important component in the formation and education of the students’ life. NCSS states on their website that “Knowledge about religions is not only a characteristic of an educated person but is necessary for effective and engaged citizenship in a diverse nation and world” ("Study about Religions in the Social Studies Curriculum", 2015). Noddings argues that religion belongs in public schools, “religion belongs in our public schools because it expressesses a universal longing” (Noddings, 1997, p. 252). 
	Religion has been one of the institutions to promote moral education, however in the world we live in today, people are more willing to compromise and scared of being perceived as teaching religion. Noddings argues that when we eliminate religious traditions that have secular purpose we are depriving our children from learning about other’s traditions (Noddings, 1997, p. 252). Religion can be taught as part of history, art, influence in government and specially in morality. There are many virtues that are shared across religions “these basic values [respect and responsibility] transcend religious and cultural differences and express our common humanity” (Hunter, 2000, p. 115). 
In conclusion, religion is part of our history, and heritage, therefore it should have space in our education systems. Most religions have very basic morals that can be traced between religions and cultures. It is necessary for us to teach children about different religions and teach them to appreciate and respect what might be different from them. To be able to appreciate other cultures takes and builds character.     
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