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Characters of Esther
The book of Esther is not traditional in the bible. It is, however, filled with some fascinating characters who all play an essential role in creating the storyline. The three main characters are Haman, a Persian official, Mordecai, the Uncle of Esther, and Esther, a young Jewish girl, turned into the Queen. Throughout this text, we can see there is no mention of God within the story, and one can conclude the unknown author did this with for a purpose. The book of Esther is filled with plenty of ironic twists that lead to a surprising ending for the Jewish community. 
Haman, who is the villain in the story, was a Persian official but was not a fellow Persian himself. He was an Agagite, which are descendants of the ancient Canaanite people. Haman held the highest position in the kingdom, right below the king. This boosted his confidence, and he would ask that all the people would kneel before him. Mordecai refuses to kneel before Haman, and this angers him much. He gets the king to enact a decree to kill all the Jews on a specific date. The roll of a dice determines his way to pick this date, and in Hebrew, the word for "di" is "Pur," which will be relevant later on. After a night of drinking, He sees Mordecai and becomes enraged. He would request a stake to be made so that Mordecai can be impaled. In a twist, it's Haman who is ordered by the king, at the end, to meet his death. 
Mordecai is the Jewish Uncle of Esther, and potentially the hero of the story. He overhears two guards plotting to kill the king and tells Esther because, by this time, she had become Queen. Esther describes the king of the murder plot on his life, and Mordecai receives credit for saving his life. Later on, in the story, the king can't sleep and has the royal chronicles read to him and remembered that Mordecai saved his life. Ironically, that next morning, Haman requested the king execute Mordecai via impalement. Still, the king responds that Haman honor Mordecai for saving his life. Haman is ordered to walk Mordecai around on a horse and all everyone to praise him as well. Mordecai realizes with the favor on his side that he and Esther come up with a way to abolish the decree that would order their death. He says his famous line in Est. 4:14b NASB, "And who knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?" He manages to get Esther to confess to the king they are both Jewish. And the king remembering Mordecai saved his life when he hears this, he becomes furious with the decree that Haman came up with. His him executed on the stake that was meant for Mordecai. He is then elevated to the highest position in the kingdom. And with the help of Esther reverses the decree and the Jews are saved. 
Esther is a young Jewish woman who hides her Jewish roots to enter a beauty pageant the king holds after he removes his wife from her position as Queen. Esther wins the pageant, and she so smites the king that he marries her, and she becomes Queen. She plays a significant part in assisting Mordecai throughout the story. Her role starts with throwing a banquet for the king and Haman. Sher tells them she has a special request for both of them that she wants to reveal at an exclusive dinner the next day. She does this because of the decree Haman made to destroy all the Jews. Her plan with Mordecai is that she will reveal to the king that she is a Jew, but approaching the king without a royal request in the Persian empire was punishable by death. At this time is when Mordecai says his famous line in Esther 4:14, she replies with her answer found in Esther 4:16, "... and if I perish, I perish." Esther has the second banquet, and while the king was drunk tells him of her and Mordecai's Jewish roots. The king is angry and has Haman executed on the stake he intended for Mordecai. Esther and Mordecai come up with a counter decree, and the Jews are saved. They celebrate each year with a two-day feast commemorating their deliverance from destruction, naming it "Purim" just as Haman meant for the di or "Pur" to be their death. This is ironically twisted upside down and in the Jewish community's favor. 
The hero can be seen as a team effort between Mordecai and Esther. Mordecai may have nudged Esther in the right direction but wouldn't have the same access to the king like Esther did. Esther having, the wit to come up with the right plan but needed Mordecai's gift of encouragement. Together they made an unstoppable force powered by the Spirit of God in the background. We can see God's hand over the entire narrative as he strategically places the right people during the correct times. We can see in God's absence from the book that he still keeps is promises to His people. By learning to trust God even when we can't see Him at work, the story shows how God can use both the immoral and moral for His purpose and good. 
In closing, it's evident that the characters of this story come from all different walks of life and religious beliefs. Yet, God's sovereignty triumphs, although He isn't mentioned once. This non-conventional book that is filled with tons of irony shows us how God works through what we perceive as coincidences. If we as His new covenant, people place our hearts and trust in Him. He will be faithful and just to keep His promises no matter the circumstances, whether we see Him in the fore or background of the story.  
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