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       Haman also known as Haman the Agagite or Haman the evil is the main antagonist in the Book of Esther, who, according to the Hebrew Bible, was a high official in the Persian empire under King Ahasuerus, traditionally identified as Xerxes I. He was ordained the principle minister and everyone was commanded to bow to him, and the only one that rebelled against this command was Mordecai. Seeing and hearing of this his disobedience, Haman devised a plan to wipe not just Mordecai out but his entire people (the jews) and he eventually convinced the king to have the jews killed. We see Haman evolved from a man of power and close to the king to a man with power and full of pride. Only pride would anger a man to see that someone would not bow to him, after all he is not the king. Pride would make you want to kill a man and his entire race of people just to fulfill a satisfaction of being able to do it and knowing you can. However, the bible is clear, in Proverbs 16:18 that says “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.” Haman’s fall was creatively executed by God. Haman wanted to kill Mordecai so desperately that he had a high hanging post build just to kill him. The way God flipped this story blew my mind, not only were the Jews not killed but the king remembered an act of kindness by Mordecai and Haman honor him greatly. In addition, he ended up dying on the same post he meant to kill Mordecai on. Pride killed Haman and it created a profound lesson to all to be humble for the gift and responsibility of power that we are trusted with because at any moment we can end up on the other side of power and be a recipient of the commands and hardships we try to bestow on others. At any moment, the roles can be reversed, remain humble.

     Mordecai is one of the main personalities in the Book of Esther in the Hebrew Bible. He is described as being the son of Jair, of the tribe of Benjamin. He is the one who adopts Hadassah who we know as Esther. Mordecai raised her as if she were his own daughter. She eventually is taken into the king's presence to be chosen  to be the new queen. As the process is taking place, Mordecai was so steadfast in his love for his daughter that he walked every day to the palace to keep an eye on her and make sure she was okay. He loved her deeply and from reading the story I can tell that even before she became powerful, his motives were genuine in that it did not matter even if she was chosen, he was not grooming her or raising her to become queen. He raised her because he loved and cared for her. Mordecai kept his ears to the ground concerning Esther but ended up hearing about a plot to kill the queen and in his pure motives told Esther so that it could be stopped. This further showed the heart of Mordecai because he was not doing it for promotion or honor but just because he did not want to see evil win. In fact, if he was doing it for honor, we would have seen disappointment because in chapter two he tells the king of the plan but it is not until chapter 6 that he is remembered and honored. He may have even forgotten that he did the deed but God did not and I believe the Lord troubled the King’s rest to reward Mordecai at the perfect time which was when Haman wanted to see him dead, he had to end up honoring him, himself. Morally, we see a humble man just wanting to look out for his daughter and a kingdom. In doing so, it led him to powerful positions that he did not even ask for, but received because he was not only looking out for himself, but for Esther and the jews.


      Esther is described in the Book of Esther as a Jewish queen of the Persian king Ahasuerus. She enters the book as an orphan who has lost both of her parents and is taken in by a relative by the name of Mordecai who adopts her and raises her as his daughter. I imagine Esther to be quiet, beautiful, obedient, and resilient. She has already lost her parents and is now forced to leave her only known parental figure when the king asks for all young virgin women to come to the palace. She seems to find favor wherever she goes because Hegai likes her and treat her nicely. Even when it was her turn to see the king, the king was smitten and wanted her to be queen. She is put in a prominent position that she did not ask for and probably does not understand why it is her. However as the story unfolds, it makes sense. She was an advocate for her people and put in place to find favor so that when she asked for anything concerning herself and her people, it would be undoubtedly granted. She was selfless because her mission was to stop Haman and help Mordecai and she succeeded. 


   Choosing a hero was difficult because two people stood out and it was hard to decipher who but as I reflected I chose one. I chose Mordecai for a lot of reasons. One main one, was that he sacrificed a lot for Esther and was under the most pressure through-out the story. He was almost going to be killed twice and survived. He is the perfect example of someone who suffers greatly and then is rewarded for enduring. Imagine having to give away the child you were entrusted to take care of, be plotted to be killed because you stand for what is right, and have to hear that your people will be wiped out and there is nothing you can do? He suffered a lot to me. However the story ends beautifully for him because he saves his people through the sacrifice that he had to give up which was Esther. He sacrificed and gave her up and was in turn blessed by his sacrifice. 

     I see God’s hand in this story. I’m beginning to know his character in regards to coming in a hopeless situation and turning it around for his glory and for the joy of others. The Jews became strong and the most feared because the Lord stepped in and sent Esther before them to have favor with the King. He made sure Mordecai raised Esther because he knew they’d need each other. God knew that in the end the assignment on their lives were bigger than just their father/daughter relationship, he hand picked them to save the Jews because God knew what Haman would try to orchestrate and because they succeed Esther was queen and Mordecai was in Haman’s position. God flipped the script the way that he does best!
