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	The book of Esther is a story of the faithfulness and sovereignty of God towards his children. Esther a young virgin, Mordecai, Esther’s cousin, Haman, the king’s counselor, and King Xerxes of Persia were the people God used to defend the Jews and show his power among a whole city. The story unfolds when King Xerxes loses his wife, Queen Vashti from her refusal to his order. He begins a search for a queen, calling all the beautiful young virgin girls of Persia to his palace in order choose his next wife. 
The Lord begins to work by using Mordecai, by having him encourage her to go before the king. He raised and nurtured Esther taking her as “his own daughter when her father and mother died” (Esther 2:7 NIV). Mordecai was a devout Jew who was faithful to God while also being faithful to king Xerxes. During the time of the second assembling of the virgins, Mordecai sat by the King’s gate and overheard the plot of two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway (Bigthana and Teresh) to assassinate the king. In loyalty and faithfulness to the king, Mordecai told Esther, the new Queen of Persia what was happening. As a result, Esther went to the king to have him investigate the case. Once the king found this to be true, “the two officials were impaled on poles” (Esther 2: 23 NIV). After this event, the king chose Haman, a loyal servant of the king and honored him, “elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles” (Esther 3:1 NIV). As a sign of submissiveness, the royal officials at the King’s gate had to kneel down and pay honor to Haman. However, Mordecai did not bow down (Esther 3:2 NIV). According to the Jewish beliefs, Mordecai explained that “by obeying the rule of the Persian King and bowing to Haman, he would betray his allegiance to the King of kings, the God of the Jewish people” (Adelman). Mordecai is an example of a faithful child of God by not bowing down to any other idol or thing as well as the representation of an upright man to the king by saving his life. 
Haman, the villain of the story is the king’s right-hand man. After seeing Mordecai’s failure to bow down to him, he grew angry towards him and the Jewish people because of their beliefs. He felt as if their holiness and integrity to God was a sign of dishonor and disrespect to the king, and desired to kill all the Jews in the nation as a solution. He presented his idea to the king and “so the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. ‘Keep the money,’ the king said to Haman, ‘and do with the people as you please”’ (Esther 3:10 NIV). It was the King’s mistake to completely rely on Haman. As the Bible says, “cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws strength from mere flesh and whose heart turns away from the Lord” (Jeremiah 17:5 NIV). Haman represented Satan’s way of interfering with God’s plan. 
Although God used Mordecai to show integrity and faithfulness, he used Esther as the most important tool in this story. Before Esther went with the other virgins before the king, Mordecai had told her never to reveal her nationality and family background. Once she had discovered Haman’s plot she was in great distress. Mordecai had told her to defend the Jews and speak her truth: “to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people” (Esther 4:8 NIV). However, Esther responded saying: “all the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their lives” (Esther 4:11 NIV). Esther knew that if she went before the king unexpectedly, she would most likely die. But her bravery and faithfulness to God and her people caused her to go regardless of the consequences. She instructs Mordecai to go and fast with the people of Susa for three days and three nights (Esther 4:16 NIV). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Lord glorifies himself in the midst of Ether’s anxiousness before going to the King. He saw the honor in her heart to do what was right for her and her people. Once Esther went before the king God surprised her with the king’s response: he did not take away her life and instead was filled with rage towards Haman and had him impaled (Esther 7:10 NIV). God opened the king’s eyes to the truth and although what Esther did would’ve normally been fatal, the king saw her with joy and love. Without Esther, the Jews would’ve perished. In this passage, God explains retribution, the idea that those who act wickedly will receive nothing but wickedness and those who act faithfully will be rewarded. Both Esther and Haman received retribution according to their actions. Esther represents a heroic and courageous woman. God shows his power and might, and how he can move through anyone who obeys him even if it’s one person. As Jesus said: “all things are possible to him who believes” (Mark 9:23 NIV). God defeated the impossible for Esther, because she believed. 
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