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The story of Esther tells the story of a woman who puts herself before a king to save her people. In the Bible, Esther takes place in the Old Testament. It is a peculiar book of the Bible, as it does not mention the name of God even once throughout the narrative. However, it still tells of how deliverance was achieved in the end. 
	The main characters of the story are Esther, Mordechai, and Haman. To begin, Esther changes her name and hides her true identity as a Jewish woman because she is called to the court of the king, Mordechai, and being Jewish would put her at risk as the Jews were being persecuted in the land. Upon the courting process to pick a new queen, Mordechai chooses Esther. She obeys and becomes his wife, and he grows to love her and respect her deeply. There are some norms that wives are expected to follow, and even when Esther strays from these, Mordechai stands by her and chooses her. He treats her with respect and is genuine in his affection for her. Haman is a man in Mordechai’s court, and he believes that he is to be honored by Mordechai for what he brings. A conflict arises when Haman convinces the king to pass a law that forces all people in the kingdom to bow to him, which would mean that the Jewish people would either have to worship Mordechai as their king (an idol) or face a violent punishment. Esther steps out in faith when this happens, and confronts her husband about her true identity and who her people are. Ultimately, she saves her people as Mordechai chooses to repeal the law, and Haman is found to be a traitor rather than promoted as he assumed would happen. 
	Esther is a lovely young woman. In the story, it becomes obvious that she had physical beauty along with an inner radiance. Though she conceals her identity at first, she still remains true to herself. As a wife, Esther is faithful to her husband but she is not afraid to step out and do what she needs to. Esther removes herself from a dinner against customs, and approaches her husabdn to discuss the new law without being called by him. At the time, this would be something that most wives would not even consider as the punishment could be severe. However, Esther still reveals the truth and leads her people to safety. 
	Mordechai seems to be a fair king. Though he does become mislead by Haman, he still takes time to listen to what is happening. He chose Esther for a reason, and he shows grace and compassion to her. He cares, as shown by how he is gentle with Esther and allows her to speak freely. He treats her more equally than other kings might treat their wives, and he trusts her. It would not be common for a man to trust his wife over his advisor, especially if the advisor was offering a law that would bring the king more power, but yet Mordechai does. 
	Haman is another thing. He is a man who is motivated by recognition for himself. He believes that the more power he gains for the king, the more power he gains for himself. Using the law that oppresses the Jewish people, Haman shows what he thinks of them. The treatment of Esther’s uncle similarly shows how Haman has little regard for others, and considers himself higher than the people of the kingdom. 
	The true hero of the story is Esther. Though she starts the story by hiding who she is, she still remains true to herself. Changing her name and not speaking up about her Judaism were temporary efforts to protect herself. However, Esther protected her family and ultimately her people. Stepping out to speak to the king at moments she was not called made a point about her character that she was willing to go the extra mile to protect her people. Without her speaking up, Haman may have had the law enacted and the Jewish people may have been exiled or executed under his watch. Though God is not mentioned specifically, he is at work through His people. He does not allow them to go unspoken for. He gives Esther the strength she needs and is there to open Mordechai’s ears, and He allowed all things to fall into place. 
