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4) Read the Book of Esther, and write an essay addressing the following: analyze and describe the characters of Haman, Mordechai, and Esther, using examples from the story (one paragraph each character); who do you think the hero of the story is (and why); where can you see God working in the narrative.
The story of the book of Esther takes place in the capital of the back then Persian Empire in Susa in the time of the Persian King Ahasuerus, or also Xerxes called.  
Rapp 1
At the beginning of the book, it is shown how Xerxes rejected Queen Vashti because she was disobedient. Then he needs a replacement and chooses Esther, a Jewess who grew up as an orphan with her cousin Mordechai, a court official. When court official Haman becomes promoted by Xerxes to a high position, all other courtiers have to pay homage to him, but Mordechai refuses. Furious, Haman decides to take revenge: not only to Mordechai but also to all Jews in the Persian Empire. He convinces King Xerxes to write a law that on a certain day determined by lot, all Jews in the kingdom shall be killed. When Mordechai learns of this, he calls upon Esther to use her position to save the Jews. Queen Esther risks her life at the decisive moment by intervening unannounced with the king for her people, although one was only allowed to approach him on his call. The plan succeeds, Esther turns away the threatening danger by her courage. The king cannot pass a law once it has been enacted even if he realized it was wrong. Thus, he enacts a second law, which allows the Jews to defend themselves, and thus the Jews cannot only not kill, but can even defeat their enemies. In memory of this event, Esther and Mordechai donated the "Purim Festival", 
derived from Purim, stemming from the word "lots", because Haman the day for the annihilation of the Jews have drawn lots.
Besides King Xerxes, Esther, Haman, and Mordechai are the main characters in the book of Esther and have completely different character traits.
Rapp 2
In chapter 3 we see how King Xerxes raises Haman, the so-called Agagite, in the realm and places him above all nobles. Haman, "the adversary of the Jews, "is an image of the Antichrist. His exaltation in the kingdom is a shadow of the time when God will allow the Antichrist to take a place of dominion and power on earth - especially in the land of Israel. Haman uses his place in power for his glorification and forces everyone to bow before him in reverence. The Antichrist, "the man of sin," will do the same when he later demands worship. Mordechai's refusal to bow before Haman results in Haman's hatred (Est 3:2). Haman is about to "destroy all Mordechai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes" (Est 3:6), an image of the terrible persecution that the Antichrist will cause in the Great Tribulation in his attempt to destroy the God-fearing Jews, the remnant. Haman has ten sons who help him in the execution of his plan (Est 5:11; 9:7-10).  The king gives Haman his "seal ring" to authorize the evil plan (Est 3:10). Haman's evil intentions lead to the life of the Jews being in great danger. Hamas is very greedy for money and hungry for power, instead of just punishing Mordechai for his disobedience, he punishes Mordechai's entire people to prove his power: “When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes” (Est 3:5-6). His greed for money is shown because Haman is determined to fulfill the king's task, "to plunder their goods" (Est 3:13).  Haman's two main qualities ultimately bring him to his knees: 1. his great selfishness. 
He enjoyed the attention of everyone. Since Mordecai did not give him the same honor as everyone else, he forged the plan to exterminate all the Jews. 2. His great hatred: Driven by (satanic) hatred, Haman shied away from nothing. In the end, Haman was executed on the pole that Haman himself had intended for Mordechai. The reason for Haman's hatred may lie in his lineage. He was a descendant of Agag the king of the Amalekites. The Amalekites had been at war with the Jews since the 2nd book of Moses.
Rapp 3
Haman's descent is the reason for Mordechai's refusal to bow to Haman, it is not a question of respect, but a deeper reason; Haman's ancestors were in constant war with the Jews and tried to destroy them. Mordechai's refusal to kneel before Haman is a sign of the loyalty of his people. He knows that he can get into big trouble and remains loyal to his people, nevertheless. Mordechai is a Jew and lives with Ester, his cousin and adopted daughter, in Susa. There Mordechai works at the royal court and guards the gate of the royal palace. Mordechai is not only loyal to his people, but also his God, he is very religious, and King Xerxes, as he warns the king of a conspiracy (Est 2:19-23) and gains his trust. The highest commandment, however, to pay honor to Yahweh alone, puts him in extreme danger himself. Thus, he denies Haman the demanded homage (Est 3:2). Mordechai is a family man, his family is very important to him. So he adopted Esther when her parents died (Est 2:7) and cares very much for her. His strong urge to protect others shows on the one hand how he risks his own life for the life of his people, the Jews, which Mordechai at the same time presents as sacrificial. On the other hand, his protective instinct is shown as he waits in front of the king's palace for signs from Esther as she goes (Est 2:11). Another quality of Mordechai's is his wisdom. He knows exactly when Esther was called to the king what consequences it might have for Esther to show her true religion and belief, so he orders her to keep it secret: “Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, because Mordechai had 
forbidden her to do so” (Est 2:10). As earlier mentioned, Mordechai's inner strength provokes Haman to such an extent that he not only threatens Mordechai with death but also plans to destroy the Jewish people.
Rapp 4
These murder plans can be prevented by the skillful interaction of Mordechai and his adopted daughter Esther. While Mordechai first advises Esther to deny their Jewish identity at the royal court to gain the highest and most trusting position possible with the king, he places the fate of the people in this situation in Esther's hands. Only she can save the Jewish people from annihilation, albeit at the risk of her life, through closeness, trust and her position with the king. Some claim that Esther did not act in the will of God because, first, she was not ready to return to her homeland when the opportunity was given, and second, she was not ready to immediately reveal her identity as a Jewess, which would make her disloyal to her religion. There are three reasons against these allegations: 1) Esther was in circumstances beyond her control. She could not help being in Persia; probably born in the diaspora, she could not dare the dangerous journey back to Jerusalem without help or accompaniment (Est 2:5-7). 2) Esther did not immediately confess her Jewish origin because Mordecai had told her to do so (Est 2:20). This shows her loyalty and trust in her own family. 3) When circumstances required, she was willing to courageously confess her descent (Est 7:3-4). Esther has the burden of the future of an entire people on her shoulders. Without her courage, Esther would not have revealed her true identity and without her devotion and loyalty to her religion, she would certainly not have risked her own life to save the rest of her people. This also shows her faith in God that he would protect her and stand up for her. Also, Esther can be seen as a fighter for the right of women. When the king in Est 1:20 designates men as the respected head of the family, Esther in Est 5:1-2 nevertheless excludes himself from the right to show up in the king's hall and ask the king for something.
To me, Mordechai and Esther are both the heroes of history. Although Esther got the necessary nudge from Mordechai to stand up for the Jews at the king's, she then knowingly risked her own life for her people. Mordechai is the secret hero of the story, as he infiltrated Esther into the king's palace and brought her up to be a wise woman. He taught Esther all the qualities that made her the heroine of a people. Moreover, he is the source of all knowledge in this story and can foresee the possible demise of his people and does everything to prevent it.
Rapp 5
God's work in the book of Esther is hidden, but effective, although he does not even get mentioned once: He prevents planned extermination of Jews and lets them triumph over their enemies. The Purim Festival is used as a reminder of this. In Esther 2:1-10 God's work appears for the first time: Esther shall be queen and Mordechai the second most powerful man in the Persian kingdom. Why? Because God will keep and bless his people, the Jews. Much is required for this plan of God to be fulfilled. For example, the good looks of Esther. God wanted her beauty that way and now uses it to achieve His goal. But this also means that Vashti withdraws from her husband's wish and he sends her into the desert. Of course, God did not want that - but he uses this misconduct to fulfill his intentions. Finally, Esther is the chosen new queen, which fits perfectly into God's plan. In Esther 3:1-11 Haman gains power, who does not by coincidence belong to the people of Amaletics and is called Agagite. If you know a little about Biblical history, you know that Amalec was an archenemy of Israel. Amalek attacked the tired people of God in the desert after leaving Egypt and attacked the defenseless stragglers of the convoy. God, therefore, commanded his people to destroy Amalek completely. Haman's gain in power and his at the same time sinful behavior plays perfectly into God's plan. Mordechai did not want to bow to Haman because he came from a people to whom God Himself had declared war. Mordechai listened to his conscience calibrated by God's Word. He left the consequences of his actions to God. In Esther 
[bookmark: _GoBack]chapter 4, Esther seems to be the last salvation: Out of love and obedience to Mordechai, her adoptive father, and out of love for the people of God, Esther decides to appear before the king uninvited, risking her life with it. Xerxes' decision to keep Esther alive and to heed her request is a clear example of God's will and action. Ultimately, the story ends with Haman, the enemy of God, being executed and God's people being saved. The second law, which is enacted and states that the Jews may defend themselves against their enemies, enables the people of God to defeat their enemies once and for all, which is certainly the will of God.
The Book of Esther begins with a feast and ends with a feast. In between, you can see the wonderful work of God and His Providence. Although the name of God is not even mentioned in this book, it is clear that He stood behind and above all events. The great success that the Jews celebrated after the victory against their enemies is recorded in the history of the Jews through the Purim festival, which is still celebrated by the Jews today.



