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The book of Esther: God's indirect omnipresent through his acts
The book of Esther is about Esther, who was raised by Mordechai, became queen and saved the Jews. Mordechai didn’t want to pay respect to Haman, who was working for the king. Since Mordechai was Jewish, Haman wanted to kill all Jews to get revenge. Esther then makes a banquet and with God’s strength and boldness, she tells the king about Haman’s plan and asks him to stop him. She was told by Mordechai to do so. The king believes her and gives the Jewish the right to fight back. Thus, Esther saved the Jewish people and Haman got punished. There are several characteristics about each of the characters that will be considered in the following essay, as well as, who the hero of the story is and what roles God plays in this book since he is not directly mentioned in it.
Esther can be described to be ‘‘lovely to look at’’ (Esth 1:12). She can win ‘‘the favor of everyone who saw her’’ (Esth 2:15). However, Esther knew that humility and wisdom were much more important than beauty. We read, ‘‘Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so.’’ (Esth 2:10). Mordecai had told her not to tell her about her Jewish origins because he knew how biased they were against his people at the royal court. 
Also, she risks her life for God's people because she was talking to the king. ‘‘And if I perish, I perish’’ (Esth 4:15). She went forward courageously, deliberately and selflessly.
Moreover, Esther is a testimony of the perfect wisdom of God because she acts smart when she picks a good time to talk to the king. While she wasn’t talking to him in front of his entire employees, she preserved her husband's dignity and created a more suitable framework before drawing him into her confidence (Esth 7:4).
Patience is a rare good. Although Esther was tense and wanted to talk, she held back. In such a situation we can learn a lot from Esther's patience. Proverbs 25:15 says: ‘‘Through patience, a ruler can be persuaded, and a gentle tongue can break a bone’’. Patient waiting and soft words can break even the hardest resistance. Because Esther waited for the second banquet to talk to her husband, he was in a mild mood and she was able to persuade him.
Mordecai is a caring character. He adopted Esther and raised her. Thus, he is also interested in how she is when she is with the king and that’s the reason why he ‘‘walked back and forth near the courtyard of the harem to find out how Esther was and what was happening to her’’ (Esth 2:11).
He can also be considered smart because he told Esther about the plan of the guards to overthrow him and took credit for it (Esth 2:22).
[bookmark: _GoBack]So, he is loyal to his people and a more loyal fighter of God. The fear of God is first shown in his refusal to prostrate himself before the Amalekite. Even the ordinary duty common to all, to worship only the true God, the God of Israel, would have forbidden him to do so. But Mordechai had another reason for his behavior. Should a Jew bow down before a descendant of that tribe from whom the God of the Jews had declared that He would wage war with him forever? Should he prostrate himself before a man who, instead of sinking into the dust before the Lord of heaven and earth, had stood up to mock the machinations of God, yes, to destroy his people before his face? Another example of him as a faithful Jew is the establishment of the Purim at the end of the book, where he commands all Jewish people to celebrate annually their ‘‘relief from their enemies’’ (Esth 9: 21).
With his goodness goes hand in hand with righteousness. He had shown his love and goodness of heart by raising his orphaned niece as if she had been his own child. And now he is faithful and uncompromising. If before he had acted in love and mercy, he now shows himself to be a man. He does not pay the tribute demanded, although he is risking his life with it. An important value for Mordecai is to stand up for his believes.
On the other hand, Haman can be narrated to be ‘‘the enemy of the Jews’’ (Esth 8:1). He revenges himself because Mordechai does not bow down before him, he ‘‘looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes. (Esth 3:6). Haman is an evil character because he must have the blood of all Jews; his heart is not content with the life of the one who had refused him the required reverence. He must have the souls of all the people. Out of him blows the spirit of the enemy of Israel. Besides, he's not afraid of anything to implement his diabolical plan.
In my opinion, the hero of the story is Esther because she stood up for God and her people and is, therefore, an excellent example for all servants of God to this day. Such role models are very valuable to us because Jesus said that his true followers could be recognized by their sacrificial love. (John 13:34). Showing this love often requires the courage of Esther. What she took upon herself that day for God's people is the reason why she can be seen as a role model of faith to this day.
A look at the narrative shows that God was mostly active behind the scenes. It was not that everyone always knew the same. Esther's story is littered with God's fingerprints. His apparent absence points to a deeper presence. God chose a very subtle and inconspicuous approach in this particular situation, but he was there. The events in the Book of Esther give us a principle of hope that comes to fruition when God does not work in such an obvious and perceptible way in our lives.
Besides, God ‘s work can be seen through his gift to his people: an overwhelming victory. By giving his enemies a devastating defeat, he undoubtedly protected his people from a cruel retaliation (Esth 9:1-6). You can tell from the end of the story that it was God's plan to give Esther the strength she needed 
To sum up, each of the three main characters has his own characteristics that make him or her unique. Esther can be seen as beautiful, bold, patient and a believer of God. Mordechai is caring, loyal, good, righteous and also a faithful believer. Haman is the enemy of the Jews and evil. The hero of the story is Esther because she stands up for her people and their believes. God's work cannot be seen at first sight but is omnipresent throughout the story and it’s good ending.
