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	Rich environments such as playdates and preschool provide young children a great place to acquire language. Of course, it is not limited to only these two events or places. At home parents can provide the best support for harboring a child’s acquisition of language. Reading, writing, and talking with their children plays a significant role in how a child’s language develops. According to Santrock (2014) children learn words they hear the most, so parent’s can essentially train them to learn words by using them in dialogue. From personal experience the best examples I can think of are the interactions with my nephew. At 18-months his vocabulary is only a couple words but two of those words are sport oriented, catch and football. That example best reflects what Santrock (2014) says about learning words they hear the most often. 
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	I do not believe there is a critical period for learning language, but I do think exposing a child or infant to multiple languages would be easier for them to learn rather than trying to learn later in life. My parents both speak Spanish fluently but it was never passed down to any of their children. Instead my foundation for learning the Spanish language was through hearing music that my parents would play. This helped me to learn words in Spanish, but it didn’t help me to learn the rules of the language. The rules are still an area where I struggle in speaking Spanish. The sentence structure is almost completely opposite of the English language. So, although it is not impossible for me to learn those rules, the English language and its rules are so heavily engrained in my thinking that when I go to speak Spanish I have to dissect my thoughts which are in English in my head and then go through the process of changing it to the proper Spanish syntax. 
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	One of the first changes that occurs in a child’s vocabulary during middle and late childhood is their thought process. As they get older their cognitive functioning continues to improve which plays an important role in how children understand grammar. Two early examples about a child’s vocabulary are the following: as Santrock (2014) states, at around 7 years of age children categorize words by parts of speech. Furthermore, between the ages of 6 and 11, a child’s vocabulary can increase by about 25,000 words (Santrock, 2014). When it comes to grammar, during the middle and late childhood stages children are able to understand parts of a sentence and how they work together to construct their own coherent sentences and narratives surrounding those sentences (Santrock, 2014).
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[bookmark: _GoBack]	After watching the video, I do not believe intelligence test should or need to be abandoned as they still provide insight for a particular person. How and what they are used for could use a change of direction if it hasn’t yet happened. Based off of the video the IQ test seemed to do more harm than good. It is when these tests are being applied to try to determine someone’s future capabilities where they do more harm than good. A perfect example would be how the military used it to assign people to be officers versus enlisted. Intelligence is only part of what makes a good leader or in that case a good officer. The future of intelligence test is more than likely going to add an area of technological competence, but other than that I do not see much changing in how or what the test actually tests for. I’ve taken a couple civil service exams for the NYPD and FDNY, if you don’t score high on those tests then you would not advance in the hiring process.  
