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Chapter 15 

 
Child Welfare Policy 
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History of U.S. Child Welfare Policy 

• Current child welfare policy in the United 

States has its origins in the 1870s 
 

• Etta Wheeler 
 

• Child welfare proved an effective rallying 

issue for Progressives 
 

• Child labor emerged as a primary concern 

of early child welfare advocates 
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Protective Services for Children 

• States proceeded to develop services to 

children independent of one another 
 

• Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act 
 

• The rapid deterioration of child welfare 

services 
 

• Family preservation and kinship care 
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Foster Care for Children 

• Foster care is primarily a service for 

victims of child abuse;  
 

– More than half were placed there by child 

protective service workers 
 

• Permanency planning 
 

• Increasing demand for foster parents and 

homosexual rights 
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Adoption 

• An important child welfare service 
 

• Adoption is not without controversy 
 

• Indian Child Welfare Act 
 

• Changes in family composition 
 

• Fostering Connections to Success and 

Increasing Adoptions Act 
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Head Start 

• Incorporated in the Economic Opportunity 

Act of 1964 

 

• Many poor families dispatched both 

parents to work to stabilize family income 

 

• Has largely become a pre-kindergarten 

program 
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Emerging Issues in Child Welfare 

• Day Care 

– Has risen in importance as more and more 

parents with children work 

 

• Maternal and Child Health 

– Younger, poor women give birth to low-birth-

weight babies  

• Received inadequate prenatal care 
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Emerging Issues in Child Welfare 

– WIC 
 

• Teen Pregnancy 
 

– Childbearing among very young women 

remains a compelling social problem 
 

– Poses a serious problem for public policy 

• School drop out 

• Welfare 
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Conclusion 

• Many child welfare advocates have 

become pessimistic 

 

• The Obama administration has introduced 

no new initiatives in child welfare 

 

• Federal cuts in child welfare spending 


