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Chapter 16 

 
Housing Policies 
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Overview of Housing Legislation 

• Cranston-Gonzales National Affordable 

Housing Act 
 

• The HOME program 
 

• The SHOP program 
 

• The HOPE program 
 

• Family Sufficiency Program 



Overview of Housing Legislation 

• Quality Housing and Work Responsibility 

Act 

 

• American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

of 2000 
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The Federal Government and Low-

Income Housing Programs 

• Housing is a fixed cost that is often paid 

before food, clothing, and health care bills 
 

• Low Income Housing Tax Credits 
 

• Relatively low levels of funding have been 

earmarked for housing programs 
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Issues in Housing Policy 

• The equity in home ownership is the 

cornerstone of wealth for most US families 

 

• Trends in U.S. Housing 

 

• Problems in Home Ownership 

– More homeowners are struggling with the 

ongoing cost of owning a home 



Issues in Housing Policy 

• Homeownership and the Subprime 

Mortgage Crisis 
 

– Benefits of owning a home 
 

• The Downside of Homeownership 
 

– Property taxes and insurance 
 

– Limited financial opportunities 
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Issues in Housing Policy 

• Tricky Mortgages 
 

– Adjustable rate mortgages  

– The Good Faith Estimate 

 

• Problems in Finding Affordable Rental 

Housing 

– Dwindling supply of affordable unsubsidized 

housing units for very low-income households 
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Issues in Housing Policy 

• Gentrification 
 

• Overcrowded and Deficient Housing 

– Lead paint is one of the principal problems in 

units needing rehabilitation 
 

• Other Factors Affecting Housing 

– High utility rates 
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Homelessness 

• Characteristics of the Homeless 

Population 

– Race 

– Geographic spread 

– Rural homelessness 

– Frequency 

– Families 



Homelessness 

– Unaccompanied youth 

– Individual adults 

– Veterans 

 

• Trends in Homelessness 

– Lack of affordable health care 

– Domestic violence 

– Homeless youth 
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Homelessness 

• Attempts to Address Homelessness 
 

– Emergency Shelter Grants Program 
 

– Supportive Housing Demonstration Program 
 

– Section 8 Moderate Rehabilitation for Single 

Room Occupancy Dwellings 
 

– Shelter Plus Care 
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Homelessness 

– Supplemental Assistance for Facilities to 

Assist the Homeless 

 

– Single Family Property Disposition Initiative 

  

– Housing First 
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Housing Reform 

• The 1995 National Low-Income Housing 

Coalition 

 

• Much of the housing innovation in recent 

years has come from the nonprofit sector 
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Housing in an International Context 

• Germany 

• Ireland 

• UK 

• Spain 

• U.S. and European Cities 

– Gas prices 

– Streets 



Housing in an International Context 

– Public transportation 

– Dense housing 

– Appliances 

– Rental only apartments 
 

• Comparison of U.S. and European 

Housing 
 

• Public Housing 
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Conclusion 

• The housing crisis is a structural problem 
 

– Based on the failure of incomes to keep pace 

with housing costs 
 

• Adequate low- & moderate-income 

housing is an important challenge 
 

• Past and current government programs 


