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Chapter 4 

 
Discrimination in American Society 



© 2014, XXXX, XXXX  Pearson Education, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Discrimination 

• The causes of discrimination in U.S. 

society are complex 

 

• Discrimination must have moral, social, 

and theological underpinnings 
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Racism 

• Discrimination against & prejudicial 

treatment of a racially different minority 

group 

 

• A pattern of racial discrimination that is 

strongly entrenched in a society is called:  

– Institutional racism 



© 2014, XXXX, XXXX  Pearson Education, Inc. All rights reserved. 

The Minority Middle Class 

• The Census Bureau has no official 

definition of the middle class 

 

• The growth of the minority middle class 
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African Americans 

• The Demography of African Americans 

 

• African Americans and Poverty 

 

• The “Diswelfare” of African Americans 

– Poverty 

– Family Structure 

– African American Businesses 



African Americans 

– Labor Force Participation and Income 

– Crime 

– Housing 

– Health 

– Education 

– Welfare Dependency 
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Hispanic Americans 

• Hispanic Poverty and Income 

 

• Diversity in the Hispanic Population 

 

• American Indians 

– Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 
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Asian Americans 

• There are more than 25 Asian-Pacific 

subgroups in the United States 

 

• Perhaps the most striking feature is their 

high median family income 

 

• Asians in the U.S. have experienced more 

subtle forms of discrimination 
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Immigrants and Immigration 

• The pace of economic growth in the 1990s 

would have been impossible without:  

– The influx of immigrants who contributed to 

job growth 
 

• Guest Workers 
 

• Immigration-Based Discrimination in 

Europe 
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Women and Society 

• Violence and Sexism 
 

• The Feminization of Poverty 

– Transfer programs 
 

• Myths Around Women and Work 
 

• Income and Job Disparities Between Men 

and Women 



Women and Society 

• Day Care: A Barrier to Female 

Employment 

 

– The U.S. is the only industrialized country in 

the world without paid maternity leave 
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Women and Society 

• Other Obstacles Faced by Working 

Women 

– Comparable worth 

– Dual-labor market 
 

• Abortion and Women’s Rights 
 

• Gender Discrimination in an International 

Context 
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Gays and Lesbians: Two Populations 

at Risk 

• Gay Rights 

• Gays and Lesbians in the Military 

• Gay and Lesbian Family Life 

• AIDS and the Gay Community 

– Homophobia 

• An International Perspective on LGBT 

Rights 
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Ageism 

• Ageism is a problem in a consumer-

oriented society that idolizes youth 

 

• Elderly Poverty and Social Programs 

 

• Health Care and the Elderly 
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People with Disabilities 

• Definition—the psychosocial model—  

– Views disability as a socially defined category 

 

• The greatest stride in disability rights 

occurred on July 26, 1990 

– Americans with Disabilities Act 
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Legal Attempts to Remedy 

Discrimination 

• Attempts to eliminate discrimination are a 

relatively recent development 

 

• Plessy v. Ferguson 



Legal Attempts to Remedy Discrimination 

• Desegregation and the Civil Rights 

Movement 

– Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, 

Kansas 

– Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of 

Education 

 

• Affirmative Action 
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Conclusion 

• Discrimination takes many forms in the 

United States and elsewhere 

 

• Discrimination can lead to poverty 

 

• Discrimination has profoundly negative 

effects 


