Plato, "The Allegory of the Cave" (Republic) - pp. 69-75

1.

Plato considers the Form of the "Good" to be the ultimate illuminating idea that helps
understand truth and reality because it is the highest and most comprehensive Form. It
is the source of all knowledge and everything that is good in the world. The Form of the
"Good" represents the ultimate goal of human life and the highest level of understanding
that one can achieve.

Plato's Allegory of the Cave is a metaphorical representation of the journey of the human
soul towards enlightenment. In the allegory, prisoners are chained inside a cave and are
forced to face a wall for their entire lives. They can only see shadows of objects that are
projected on the wall by a fire behind them. They believe that these shadows are the
only reality that exists. One day, a prisoner is freed and is forced to leave the cave. He is
exposed to the real world for the first time and realizes that the shadows on the wall
were not the real objects, but mere imitations of them. The prisoner then returns to the
cave to enlighten the other prisoners. This allegory relates to knowledge because it
represents the idea that knowledge is not obtained through the senses, but through
reason and understanding. It also relates to levels of reality because the shadows on the
wall represent the lowest level of reality, while the real objects represent the highest level
of reality.

Plato's divided line represents four levels of reality. The first level is the world of sensory
experience, where knowledge is obtained through the senses. The second level is the
world of belief, where knowledge is obtained through reasoning and understanding. The
third level is the world of Forms, where knowledge is obtained through direct
apprehension of the Forms. The Forms are the highest level of reality, and they are the
objects of true knowledge. The fourth level is the Form of the "Good," which represents
the ultimate goal of human life and the highest level of understanding.

Aristotle, “Individual Substance” (Categories) — pp. 76-79

1.

Aristotle's main point in describing a primary, basic, "substance" as the fundamental
basis of reality is that substances are the primary objects of knowledge. They are the
things that exist independently and are not dependent on anything else for their
existence. Substances are the foundation of all knowledge, and they are the objects that
we seek to understand.

When Aristotle says that a substance cannot be "said of" or "said in" a subject, he
means that a substance cannot be a predicate. A predicate is a term that is used to
describe a subject. In other words, a substance cannot be described as a quality or a
property of something else. It is the ultimate subject of predication, and everything else is
predicated of it. To rephrase Aristotle's point, a substance can never be a quality or
property of something else.



Aristotle picks out primary substance as the basic building block of reality because it is

the most fundamental and independent thing that exists. Everything else is dependent

on substances for their existence. Parts, atoms, matter, and other smaller things are all
dependent on substances. Substances are the ultimate objects of knowledge, and they
are the things that we seek to understand.

According to Aristotle, there are four main reasons or causes for why a substance is
what it is:

Material cause: This refers to the material or substance that makes up the object. It is
what the object is made of, such as wood, metal, or plastic.

Formal cause: This refers to the form or shape that the object takes. It is what gives the
object its identity or essence, such as the form of a table.

Efficient cause: This refers to the action or process that brings the object into existence
or causes it to change. It is what brings the object into being or makes it what it is, such
as the carpenter who builds the table.

Final cause: This refers to the purpose or goal for which the object exists. It is what the
object is meant to achieve or the end to which it is directed, such as the function of the
table as a piece of furniture.

The explanation of why a table is what it is, according to Aristotle's four main causes,
would be as follows:

Material cause: The table is made of wood, which is the material that makes up the
table.

Formal cause: The table has a particular form or shape that distinguishes it as a table,
with a flat surface and legs to support it.

Efficient cause: The table was brought into existence by a carpenter who used tools and
materials to construct it.

Final cause: The table exists to serve a particular function, such as for people to use as
a surface for working, eating, or playing games.

Aristotle argues that the fourth cause, the final cause or purpose, is the most important
cause of all. He suggests that everything in nature has a purpose or goal that it is meant
to achieve, and that this purpose is what gives meaning and direction to the object or
process. He claims that nature itself exhibits a purposefulness, in that natural objects
and processes are directed towards specific ends or goals. For example, the acorn has
the potential to become an oak tree, and everything about the acorn's growth and



development is directed towards that end. Aristotle sees this purposefulness as evidence
of a divine intelligence or design in nature, which gives the universe its overall order and
meaning.



