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Film on “Girl” Jamaica Kincaid

In adapting Jamaica Kincaid's "Girl" into a short film, the director Lydia Darly 

focused on the mother-daughter relationship and the concept of cultural identity. The film

makes changes to the original text that highlight the emotional impact of the story while 

maintaining the original themes of gender roles, cultural expectations, and the struggle 

for identity.

The short film "Girl" by Jamaica Kincaid addresses the complexity of a mother-

daughter bond as well as the cultural expectations that may shape a young woman's 

identity. Gender roles, cultural identity, and the battle for self-expression are all issues 

that remain important today. Lydia Darly's short film adaption of "Girl" changes the 

original text to emphasize the emotional effect of the narrative while preserving the 

original themes.

 Darly made one of the most significant changes by expanding the setting outside 

the mother and daughter's home. The mother's advice is offered in a single monologue in 

the original narrative, but the film shows the mother and daughter conversing in many 

settings, including a beach and a market. This modification helps to portray a sense of 

movement and change that was lacking in the original story. It also stresses the story's 

cultural setting and the mother's wish to pass on her knowledge to her daughter.



Darly also decided to use voiceover narration to express the mother's advise. The 

mother's comments are presented as a continuous monologue in the original story, but 

they are broken up and alternated with images of the mother and daughter in the film. 

The use of voiceover narration contributes to a sense of separation between the mother 

and daughter,highlighting their age difference. It also gives the audience the opportunity 

to focus on the daughter's reactions to her mother's advice.

Despite these changes, the film maintains true to the story's original concepts. The 

film addresses the same concerns of gender roles and cultural expectations as the original 

text. It also emphasizes the tension between the mother's desire to pass on her wisdom 

and the daughter's desire to forge her own path in life. The film's use of visual imagery, 

such as images of the sea and the market, contributes to the story's cultural background 

and the value of tradition and legacy.

The representation of the mother-daughter bond in the film is extremely moving. 

The woman who plays the mother offers a powerful performance, expressing both her 

love and frustration for her daughter, he daughter, played by a young actress, is 

expressive and sympathetic, making the viewer feel her struggle to find her own identity.

Music is also used effectively in the film to express the emotional impact of the 

story. The soundtrack of the film contains traditional Caribbean music, which contributes 

to the film's feeling of location and cultural identity. The music also adds to the emotional

effect of the film, especially during the scenes between the mother and daughter.

In conclusion, Lydia Darly's short film adaptation of Jamaica Kincaid's "Girl" is a 

strong interpretation of the original text. The narrative is changed to emphasize its 



emotional impact while preserving the original themes of gender roles, societal 

expectations, and the quest for identity. The representation of the mother-daughter 

connection in the film is very good, and the use of music and visual images contributes to

the creation of a strong feeling of location and cultural identity. Overall, the film is an 

engaging adaption that preserves the essence of the original narrative.

 


