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Summary

This book is separated into two parts, written as a story about how God uses broken
people. First it starts out with David being chosen while he was out in the field tending to the
sheep. As the readers read through, the narrator leads the story to put ourselves not only in the
shoes of David, but also in the shoes of Saul. Yes, we are broken by people like Saul, but we are
not incapable of breaking others for we are also like Saul. Lastly, we see David looking over
Absalom and how David knew he would become king one day though creating division in the
God’s kingdom. A broken Saul, a broken David, and a broken Absalom: all kings whom God
ultimately used for His glory. Only one truly repented, aware of his own brokenness.

Interaction and Critique

On page 12, Edwards writes “God did not have-but wanted very much to have-men and
women who would live in pain,” (1992). Something inside me really wanted to disagree with this
statement when I read this. I’ve always grown up hearing “God does not want you to be unhappy
and in pain.” And I think it’s true. He doesn’t particularly want us to be unhappy. But I hate that
I know what he meant by this statement. It means that God wants His people to ‘set our eyes on
things above and not on earthly things’ (Colossians 3:2). From the beginning, God wanted us to
set our eyes on Him and away from the temptations of the world. The temptations to be like
everyone else, temptations to have the best quality of life, temptations to take part in earthly
pleasures, temptations to be in control, and like Adam and Eve, temptations to be (like) God.

“Yes, David was virtually destroyed in the process, but this had to be. Otherwise, the
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Saul in him would have survived.”" On page 24, the narrator reveals David’s “inner Saul.” Later,

in chapter 18, the narrator reveals the “inner Saul” in us. These pages left me in deep thought.

1 Edwards, Gene, A Tale of Three Kings: a study in brokenness, (Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1992),
24.
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When you read the Bible, you typically read it from the perspective of the main character, and
put yourself in their shoes. Standing strong against your enemies, repenting as David did, and
stepping into your God-given purpose even in the midst of your brokenness. I’m sure many of us
cringe at the possibility of finding Saul in ourselves, but are eager to find Saul in others.

In a book like this, it’s hard to find things to disagree with. There are definitely things
that challenge me though. Like on page 22, the author mentions that God will never tell if a king,
or in our context a leader, is one He appointed and if they will be like Saul or David. I would like
to think that God would tell. However, I know well that we will only ever be able to judge by
their fruits whether they are “after the order of” Saul or David. On the other hand, something that
rang loudly within my heart in agreement is “authority from God is not afraid of challengers,

makes no defense, and cares not one whit if it must be dethroned.”

From the beginning, it
wasn’t David’s charisma or his leadership skills or his managerial skills that qualified him to be
chosen by God to be king. It was the heart of David. It wasn’t set on getting to a higher position,
being recognized by people, looking strong and brave, or even protecting his kingship. No, he
was a man after God’s heart. He knew who God was.

Am I letting God be God or am I fighting against His plans? God will be God, of course,
but am I fighting against something that God has already allowed to happen? This book has
reminded me of the brokenness inside everyone. She is broken, he is broken, I am broken; we are
all broken. I was fighting for things that I thought needed to happen, but I haven’t stopped to ask
God what He thinks I should do. I thought my heart was after the things of God, so I started to
take action until I realized I may have been fighting the wrong battles. I am once again reminded
to stop fighting and start worshipping, keep praying, and keep discipling and being disciplined.

2 Edwards, Gene, A Tale of Three Kings: a study in brokenness, (Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1992),
48.
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As for my current ministry, I will teach my girls the same. The battle is not against the pastor or
the elders. It is against the enemy and the battle is already won.

With integrity, I have read this book (circle one):

Thoroughly and Entirely_100 %

Quickly but Completely__ %
Thoroughly but NOT Entirely %
Quickly and NOT Completely. %
Not at all

Signed: Jessica Lee
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