Nathaniel Muse: Drug Cards (81-90)

Dobutamine (Dobutrex)

Classification:

Indication:

Inotropic agent

Decompensated heart failure, atrial fibrillation

Side effects/ adverse reactions: Nursing Considerations:

e Nausea

e Headache
e Chest pain
e Palpitation

e Shortness of breath

e Do not use in patients with
idiopathic hypertrophic subaortic
stenosis due to hypersensitivity to

this medication




lodine (Betadine)

Classification:

Indication:

Halogen

Commonly used as antiseptic for minor cuts and
abrasion

Side effects/ adverse reactions:

Nursing Considerations:

e Burning of mouth and throat
e Headache

e Increased watering of mouth
e Irregular heartbeat

e Metallic taste

e Upset stomach

e Do not swallow it
e Keep away from eyes because it
may cause irritation, if it gets in

eyes wash with water immediately




Vasopressin (Vasostrict)

Classification:

Indication:

Nonapeptide antidiuretic
hormone

Increase blood pressure in patients with vasodilatory
shock refractory

Side effects/ adverse reactions:

Nursing Considerations:

e Abdominal pain
e Agitation

e Back pain

e Chest tightness
e Coma

e Convulsions

e Do not mix with other drugs

e Monitor vital signs hourly during
infusion

e Monitor urine output and specific

gravity




Nystatin(Trimovate)

Classification:

Indication:

Polyenes

Treatment of oral candidiasis, intestinal candidiasis,
and anal candidiasis

Side effects/ adverse reactions:

Nursing Considerations:

e Mouth irritation

e Diarrhea
e Nausea
e Vomiting

e Upset stomach

e Report any increased local
sensitivity to this drug
e Instruct patient to properly wash

and dry the affected area




Lactulose(Duphalac)

Classification:

Indication:

Category B drug

Treats chronic constipation in geriatric patients

Side effects/ adverse reactions: Nursing Considerations:
e Diarrhea e Caution that this medication may
e Bloating cause belching, flatulence or
e Wind abdominal cramping

e Feeling sick
e Stomach pain
e Nausea

e Vomiting

e Notify HCP if pregnancy is planned

or suspected




Alteplase(Activase)

Classification: Indication:
Recombinant plasminogen Pulmonary embolism, myocardial infarction, ischemic
activator stroke
Side effects/ adverse reactions: Nursing Considerations:
e Bleeding from puncture side e Monitor for signs of bleeding or
e Coughing up blood hemorrhage
e Headache e Perform neurologic assessment
e Nosebleed every 15 minutes during the
e Paralysis infusion
e Prolonged bleeding from cuts




Streptokinase(Kabikinase)

Classification:

Indication:

Thrombolytic

Breaks up and dissolves blood clots, treats heart
attack or lung clots

Side effects/ adverse reactions:

Nursing Considerations:

e Cloudy urine

e Cold clammy skin
e Coughing blood

e Difficulty breathing
e Black stools

e Back pain

e Assess for any sign of bleeding and
hemorrhage including bleeding
gums, nosebleeds, coughing up
blood, hematuria, and falls in blood

pressure




Folic acid(Folvite)

Classification:

Indication:

Vitamins

Treatment of folate deficiency megaloblastic anemia
due to malnutrition

Side effects/ adverse reactions:

Nursing Considerations:

e Loss of appetite

e Bloating
e Wind
e Nausea

e Flatulence

e Taking folic acid may daily may
increase risk for cancer or heart
attack in people who have heart

problems




Glucagon(GlucaGen)

Classification: Indication:
Glycogenolytic agent Treatment of severe hypoglycemia (low blood sugar)
Side effects/ adverse reactions: Nursing Considerations:
e Nausea e Assess the IV site closely for signs
e Vomiting of extravasation
e Hives e Observe for signs of adverse
e Injection site swelling or redness effects
e Headache
e Fast heartbeat




Dexamethasone(Decadron)

Classification:

Indication:

Corticosteroid

Treats certain forms of arthritis, severe allergies, and
asthma

Side effects/ adverse reactions:

Nursing Considerations:

e Upset stomach

e Stomach irritation
e \Vomiting

e Headache

e Dizziness

e [nsomnia

e Monitor blood pressure 2-3 times
daily

e Test for glycosuria daily

e Observe closely for signs of

infection




