Research & Writing Assignment
“What if”

If the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans had been switched, and China had been geographically closer
to the Americas, it would have significantly impacted world history. What could have happened?
Let me Write a hypothetical era history with Zheng He "discovering" Mexico and the Aztec
Empire.
China would have been the first to discover and colonize the Americas in this alternate timeline.
The Chinese mariner Zheng He, who led expeditions to Southeast Asia, India, and East Africa,
would have also sailed across the Pacific Ocean to reach the western shores of the Americas. He
would have encountered the Aztec Empire, which was at the height of its power then. Zheng He
and his fleet would have landed on the coast of Mexico, where the Aztecs would have welcomed
them. The Chinese and Aztecs would have exchanged goods and ideas, and Zheng He would
have introduced the Aztecs to Chinese technology, such as gunpowder and printing. The Chinese
colonization of the Americas would have been vastly different from the European colonization
that occurred. The Chinese would have been interested in trade and diplomacy rather than
conquest and conversion to Christianity. They would have established trading posts and colonies
along the Pacific coast, and the Aztecs would have become China's wealthy and powerful trading
partner.
Over time, the Chinese and Aztec cultures would have blended, creating a unique hybrid
civilization that would have significantly impacted world history. The Chinese would have
introduced new agricultural techniques, which would have boosted the Aztec economy and
improved their standard of living. They would have also brought new religious and philosophical
ideas, influencing Aztec culture and society.
The impact of this alternate history would have been far-reaching. The dominance of Europe in
global affairs would have been challenged, and the rise of China as a global power would have

been accelerated. The encounter between the Chinese and Aztecs would have also led to a



greater understanding and appreciation of different cultures, which could have helped to reduce
conflicts and foster greater cooperation among nations.

In conclusion, the hypothetical scenario of China discovering the Americas instead of Europe
would have resulted in a vastly different world history. While this scenario is purely speculative,
it highlights the importance of geography in shaping the course of human events.

If China had "discovered" Mexico and the Aztec Empire rather than Europeans, the impact on
the Chinese and the Aztecs would have been significantly different. The Chinese were primarily
interested in trade and diplomacy rather than conquest and colonization. The Aztecs, a wealthy
and powerful empire, would have been seen as potential trading partners by the Chinese.
Instead of attempting to conquer the Aztecs, the Chinese would have established trading posts
and diplomatic relations with them, leading to a mutually beneficial exchange of goods and
ideas.

Unlike the Europeans, who were motivated to spread Christianity and convert the indigenous
populations, the Chinese did not have a religious agenda. While religion would have still been a
factor, it would not have been as dominant or as influential in shaping the relationship between
the Chinese and the Aztecs.

The Chinese developed advanced technology such as gunpowder and printing. If they had come
into contact with the Aztecs, they would have shared this knowledge, leading to a technological
exchange that benefited both cultures.

The Chinese and the Aztecs had distinct and rich cultures that would have interacted in a unique
and transformative way. The Chinese would have introduced new religious and philosophical
ideas, while the Aztecs would have shared their unique customs and practices.

European powers saw the indigenous peoples of the Americas as inferior and attempted to
dominate and control them. Conversely, the Chinese would have seen the Aztecs as equals and

potential trading partners, leading to a more equitable and respectful relationship.



If China had discovered the Americas, it would have resulted in a vastly different scenario from
the actual discovery by the Europeans. Trade and diplomacy would have been prioritized over
conquest and colonization, and exchanging goods, ideas, and technology would have
transformed both cultures. Religion would have still played a role, but it would not have been as
dominant or influential as it was in the actual discovery by Europeans. Ultimately, the encounter
between the Chinese and the Aztecs would have been one of mutual benefit and cultural

exchange rather than domination and exploitation.
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