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Effects of Concept Mapping on Reading Comprehension in Adult Language Learners

Research shows that reading and comprehension skills are critical for gaining knowledge about

the world and society. However, many language learning programs prioritize oral proficiency

over written language instruction. (Oliver & Young, 2016; Anderson & Roit, 1996) As a result,

there is limited research on how to improve vocabulary, critical thinking, and summarization

skills for adult English language learners. (Khodadady & Ghanizadeh, 2011) One tested method

for improving reading comprehension is concept mapping, which helps learners activate prior

knowledge, locate main ideas, and recognize text structure. Concept mapping involves

organizing concepts from a text into circles or boxes, which are then connected via lines labeled

to show the relationship between concepts. (Phan, 2017) Several studies have shown positive

results in reading comprehension through the use of concept mapping.(Oliver & Young 2016)

Therefore, this study will investigate the effectiveness of using concept mapping as a pre and

post-reading strategy for adult language learners.
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Oliver and Young’s (2016) study explores the use of bottom-up and top-down vocabulary

instruction to improve reading fluency and comprehension in adult English language

learners. The study was conducted with a group of 60 adult learners divided into three

groups of 20 each. One group received bottom-up vocabulary instruction, another
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used concept mapping as a visual learning tool to improve reading fluency,

comprehension, and retention. The study included pre-reading and post-reading

activities to assess the impact of concept mapping on reading comprehension. The

results showed that concept mapping improved the reading comprehension skills of EFL

students by facilitating the identification of main ideas, relationships between ideas, and

the organization of information.The findings point to the effectiveness of concept

mapping as a teaching strategy to enhance the reading comprehension skills of adult

language learners.
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Salehi, Jahandar, and Khodabandehlou's (2013) study explores the impact of concept

mapping on the reading comprehension of English as a Foreign Language (EFL)

students. The study included 62 participants, who were divided into two groups. The

experimental group received instruction on how to create concept maps, while the
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control group received traditional instruction. The results of the study indicate that the

experimental group demonstrated significant improvement in their reading

comprehension skills compared to the control group. The authors found that concept

mapping is an effective instructional strategy for enhancing reading comprehension skills

among EFL learners.The authors discuss the effectiveness of concept mapping as a

cognitive tool for organizing and representing knowledge.


