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Book Review on The Sage from Galilee: Rediscovering Jesus’ Genius

"The Sage from Galilee: Rediscovering Jesus' Genius" by David Flusser is a book that
offers a fresh perspective on Jesus of Nazareth. Flusser, a renowned Jewish scholar, explores
Jesus' teachings and actions in the context of Jewish tradition and culture. He argues that Jesus
was not simply a charismatic religious figure, but a sage who utilized Jewish wisdom and ethics
to challenge and transform his society. Flusser also emphasizes the importance of understanding
Jesus' Jewish roots to fully appreciate his message and legacy. The book offers a thought-

provoking and insightful analysis of Jesus' life and teachings.

In the preface of "The Sage from Galilee: Rediscovering Jesus' Genius," David Flusser
sets out his goal for the book. He argues that the image of Jesus that has been presented in
Christian tradition and scholarship is often distorted and inaccurate, and he aims to provide a
more nuanced and historically accurate portrait of Jesus. Flusser contends that Jesus was a
Jewish sage who sought to renew and reinterpret the Torah, rather than founding a new religion.
He believes that understanding Jesus in this context is essential for both Christians and Jews, as
it can help bridge the gap between the two religions and lead to greater mutual understanding and
respect. Furthermore, Flusser seeks to challenge the common perception of Jesus as an

apocalyptic preacher and political revolutionary. Instead, he portrays Jesus as a spiritual teacher
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who emphasized the importance of loving God and one's neighbor, and who sought to bring
about a transformation of the individual rather than the society. Flusser aims to offer a fresh
perspective on Jesus that goes beyond traditional Christian interpretations and presents him as a

Jewish sage with a unique and important message for all people.

The main argument of chapter 3 is that John the Baptist's baptism was not an invention
but had roots in the Jewish purification rituals, and that Jesus' baptism was a unique experience
that marked the beginning of his public mission. The author uses various pieces of evidence to
support his argument, including the similarities between John's baptism and the Jewish mikveh, a
ritual immersion for purification, as described in the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Mishnah. The fact
that John's message and ministry were consistent with those of other Jewish reformers of the
time, such as the Essenes, who sought to purify the Jewish community. The Gospel accounts of
Jesus' baptism, which portray it as a momentous event that was accompanied by a divine
revelation and marked the beginning of his public ministry. It is up to the reader to decide
whether they find the author's argument convincing or not, based on their own evaluation of the

evidence presented.

The main argument of the chapter "The Kingdom of God" in David Flusser's book "The
Sage from Galilee: Rediscovering Jesus' Genius" is that Jesus' teachings on the Kingdom of God
were a continuation of Jewish Messianic expectations and not a radical departure from them.
Flusser argues that Jesus' message was consistent with Jewish apocalyptic expectations, which
believed that the Kingdom of God would be established through a dramatic intervention by God
in history. To support his argument, Flusser draws on several pieces of evidence. For example, he

points to the fact that Jesus frequently used apocalyptic language and imagery when speaking



Cruz 3

about the Kingdom of God, such as in his parables about the wheat and the tares, the dragnet,
and the fig tree. Flusser also notes that Jesus' message of repentance and the coming Kingdom of
God was like the message of John the Baptist, who was also seen as a prophetic figure in Jewish

tradition.

This chapter's principal claim is that the Last Supper was a Passover supper and that
Jesus' death was a result of his moral and religious teachings rather than a punishment for
blasphemy or political disobedience. The author offers several examples to back up his claim,
such as the parallels between Jewish sources' depictions of the Passover supper and the Gospels'
portrayals of the Last Supper. Jesus' trial and crucifixion were probably brought on by his
teachings and deeds confronting the religious and political system, which is why the Gospels

portray him as a religious teacher and ethical reformer rather than a political rebel or blasphemer.

It appears that David Flusser's "The Sage from Galilee: Rediscovering Jesus' Genius"
provides a fresh and thought-provoking perspective on Jesus of Nazareth. Flusser's arguments
about Jesus as a Jewish sage, and the importance of understanding Jesus' Jewish roots, offer a
new lens through which to view his teachings and actions. Overall, Flusser's arguments seem
convincing, as they are supported by evidence from various sources and challenge traditional

views of Jesus.
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