In the video "The Mariners' Museum," John Green discusses the important role played by
mariners in world history. He highlights the achievements of four specific mariners from
different countries and backgrounds: Zheng He, Christopher Columbus, Ferdinand Magellan,
and James Cook. Let's compare and contrast these mariners in terms of their countries, goals, and
discoveries: Zheng He: Country: China Goals: To establish diplomatic and commercial
relationships with other nations, demonstrate Chinese power and collect tribute, and spread
Chinese culture and religion Discoveries: Explored the Indian Ocean, Southeast Asia, and East
Africa, and established Chinese settlements and trading posts in these regions. Christopher
Columbus: Country: Spain Goals: To find a new trade route to Asia and to spread Christianity
Discoveries: Discovered the Caribbean islands, Central America, and South America, and
established Spanish colonies in these regions. Ferdinand Magellan: Country: Portugal (later
sailed for Spain) Goals: To find a western route to the Spice Islands (Indonesia) and to spread
Christianity Discoveries: Became the first person to circumnavigate the globe, discovered the
Strait of Magellan, and established Spanish control over the Philippines. James Cook: Country:
Great Britain Goals: To explore and map uncharted territories, establish British claims to new
lands, and study the natural and cultural characteristics of these regions Discoveries: Explored
and charted the Pacific Ocean, Australia, New Zealand, and Hawaii, and made significant
contributions to the fields of geography, anthropology, and cartography. In summary, all four
mariners were important figures in world history, each with their own unique goals,
accomplishments, and legacies. Zheng He and Columbus sought to establish trade and religious
connections with new regions, while Magellan and Cook focused more on exploration and
discovery. Their discoveries and achievements had lasting impacts on the world, shaping the

course of global trade, colonization, and cultural exchange.



