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Kate Chopin “ The Story of an Hour” Paper


	 “ The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin’s is a powerful story, that delves into the 

intricate emotions of the protagonist, Mrs. Mallard, who experiences an inexplicable sensation of 

relief shortly after receiving news of her husbands sudden demise. Chopins use of literary 

devices irradiates the themes of freedom and subjugation, exposing the contradictions that 

underlie in Mrs. Mallards life. The use of her vivid imagery presents the scene with idyllic and 

stifling symbols delineating the nature of Mrs. Mallards emotions; for example, the story open up 

with an agape window in Mrs. Mallards room and a fragrance of rain and the sound of chirping 

birds pervading the room of Mrs. Mallard. Additionally, “her drinking in a very elixir of life 

through the open window” seems to indicate a renewing aspect in her life. The combination of 

the imagery portrayed here creates a hopeful and renewing atmosphere which can be viewed as 

an externalization of Mrs. Mallards inner self.


	  Simultaneously, the speaker highlights the oppressive nature of Mrs. Mallard as the thick 

clouds hanging, signifying the burden of her husbands presence along with the societal 

expectations. Subsequent to the news of her husbands untimely death, some scenes later, she is 

confronted by a portentous thought that relentlessly pursues her, compelling her to capitulate to 



its demands. The tragic element within the story would have to be central to the untimely 

experience of liberation by Mrs. Mallard when she learns of her sudden husbands death. Bima 

Iqbal Khadafi published an article of his analysis of Kates Chopins “ The Story of an Hour” and 

taken has possession of this story to be in a feminist and existential perspective. In his 

introduction he surmised that Kate Chopins short story is “purely a feminist text” being a 

forerunner of the feminist movement in the early twentieth century and left room to consider 

otherwise. 


	 Additionally, he analyzes the short story with the use of SFG (systemic functional 

grammar). According to the preceding method of analysis Khadafi indicated the short story also 

reveals pessimistic and existentialist philosophy which emphasizes the meaningless and 

absurdity in human life. This was portrayed at the end of the story when Mrs. Mallards newfound 

freedom was illusory. It was interpreted as pessimistic and existential  because Mrs. Mallards 

brief joy about her freedom was based on an assumption that her husband was dead. When she 

too notice of her husbands return home unharmed; her freedom was unattainable.


	  Khadafi suggests that the use of the authors language exposes contradictions in the life 

of Mrs. Mallard because it highlights the conflicting argument between societal expectations and 

her desire for personal autonomy. Various verbs such as “crept”, “whispered”, and “sobbed” 

were used  to evoke a sense of hesitation and trepidation Chopin’s used in her short story to 

illustrate her profound grief. The conclusion resulting with the death of Louises can be seen as 

rejection of the patriarchal society that has oppressed her individuality and freedom. Her use of 

precise language complements the manifestation of her ineffable thoughts of pain and liberation. 




Lora E. Geriguis examined the ecocritical themes in the story and how Chopin employs the 

natural environment as a metaphor for Mrs. Mallard’s emotional state. Geriguis noted that the 

story posed trenchant criticism against the patriarchal society that oppressed both women and the 

natural environment. 


	 She has also also focused her attention to the theme of confinement and release which 

Mrs. Mallard expressed as being trapped referring to her marriage and the societal expectations 

ultimately being freed illustrated by the sight of “ patches of blue sky” and the “ trees that were 

all acquire with the news springs life”. Lora E. Geriguis says that “ The Story of an Hour” posits 

various literary devices that illustrates vivid and evocative depictions of the natural environment 

much like the preceding examples from the story. She believes that these images will allow 

societal change and advertise a symbol of hope and freedom. Additionally, one specific note 

Chopin’s uses, which was particularly significant to the story was the birds and the songs they 

sang. They play a significant role in the story representing Mrs. Mallards desire for liberation 

from the constraints of societal expectations and the hope prosperity awaiting in autonomy.


	 In the article “ Tragic Elements and Discourse-Time in ‘The Story of the Hour’ Cihan 

Yazgi explores the tragic elements within the story and Chopins use of discourse-time to create 

tension and suspense. A tragic elements is a genre that focuses around a main character who 

struggles against extreme challenges in their lives. Discourse-time is the way in which a 

narrative is structured in relation to time.  Yazgi says the narrative is a tragedy that underscores 

the consequence societal oppression which is shown when the death of Mrs. Mallard’s husband, 

which is supposed to be expected to be a tragic event, but instead portrayed as liberation. One 

example of a tragic element in the story was Mrs. Mallards intuitive desire for liberation after her 



husbands death is shown to be the result of that societal oppression. Yagzi noted that Chopin’s 

language was precise and economical. It conveyed a great emotional intensity and also points out 

that she uses variety of literary techniques to create a sense of tension an ambiguity. He states the 

opening sentence” Knowing that Mrs. Mallard was afflicted with a heart problem, great care was 

taken to break the news as gently as possible of her husband’s death” created a sense of 

foreshadowing that sets a tragic tone in the story. Another literary device she utilized was 

repetition. The repeated use of the word “free” in the story created a sense of circularity which 

reinforces the idea that Mrs. Mallards freedom was fleeting.	 


	 In conclusion, Kate Chopins “ The Story of an Hour” is a great work of fiction that 

explores the complex themes such as freedom, oppression, and personal autonomy. Chopin 

evocative use of literary devices illuminates tension and contradictions that pervade Mrs. 

Mallards life. The story’s popularity and relevance testify to its literary work to resonate with 

readers across generations. 
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