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Reading Question Week 8

Pascal, “The Wager” (Pensees) — pp. 356-359

1. Explain Pascal's "Wager" about belief in God. Why should someone believe, according to

Pascal?

2. Later in the reading, Pascal has an imagined conversation with someone who understands the

wager, but still can't commit to belief in God. What advice does Pascal give for that person?

1. Why does Kierkegaard think that proving or disproving the Bible is not the real issue when it

comes to faith?

2. Explain Kierkegaard's distinction between "objectivity" and "subjectivity" when it comes to

living life and searching for truth.



3. Explain some of the problems Kierkegaard looks at when he discusses trying to get to God

through approximation and objectivity.

4. What is Kierkegaard's ultimately definition of truth for an "existing" individual? Why does

this definition involve uncertainty, not objective certainty?



