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QUESTIONS
1. According to Bird, what is the difference between a sacrament and an ordinance? 
2. How is baptism a symbol of the gospel? 
3. What are the 3 positions of baptism? 
4. What is the transubstantiation view of the Eucharist? 
5. What does it mean to “fence” the communion table? 

ANSWERS
1. Bird defines an ordinance as a ritual ordained by Christ and repeated by the church that is

chiefly symbolic in character.  Contrasted, a sacrament is defined as a visible sign of an 
invisible grace. 

2. According to Bird, baptism marks entry into the gospelizing community and creates a 
bond of unity with all those in every place who are baptized in Christ. 

3. The 3 positions of baptism are paedobaptism (baptizing of infants), credobaptism 
(baptism upon a profession of faith), and dual baptism (permits both views to be 
practiced side by side). 

4. As defined by the Council of Trent, transubstantiation is the doctrine that believes in “a 
change of the whole substance of the bread into the substance of the body of Christ and 
of the whole substance of wine into the substance of Christ’s blood”. 

5. It is common in the Reformed tradition to “fence” the communion table to keep people 
out if they are not accredited members in good standing or harbor sin in their hearts.  

TERMS
● Sacramentum: in Latin, pertained to something sworn in dedication and devotion to the 

gods; a shift from the secular to the sacred 
● Baptizo: based on the Koine Greek, to submerge, immerse 
● Eucharist: the Christian service, ceremony, or sacrament commemorating the Last 

Supper, in which bread and wine are consecrated and consumed

SUMMARY
In this section, Bird continues to discuss the characteristics of a gospelized community 

diving into baptism and the Lord’s supper.  Bird presents different views and methods of baptism
that different denominations practice and gives biblical support or refute for each.  He also does 
the same with the Eucharist also known as the Lord’s Supper.  Historically, both of these are 
considered sacraments or ordinances in the majority of Christian traditions.  Churches today very
much differ in how these sacraments are to be lived out in their communities. 


