
HIST113 CRUSADE IMAGERY SARAI CORRY

The imagery of the Crusades, which occurred throughout the 12th and 13th centuries, has played 

a significant role in shaping our understanding of these historical events. From the earliest 

depictions of the Crusades in illuminated manuscripts to the later paintings and sculptures of the 

Renaissance, these images have conveyed messages about the nature and purpose of the 

Crusades, as well as the values that underpinned them. The values of the Christians fighting in 

the Crusades were complex and intertwined. However, the religious values that were often 

depicted in artwork were of those defending the faith and protecting the Holy Lands against the 

Muslims. Gallantry and strength were often the themes of paintings as well as piety. 

One of the most common themes in Crusade imagery is that of warfare and conquest. Many 

images depict battles between Christian and Muslim armies, with the former typically depicted 

as heroic and the latter as barbaric. These images often emphasize the power and might of the 

Christian armies, portraying them as heavily armed and armored, while the Muslims are shown 

as lightly armored and often mounted on camels or horses. This imagery reinforces the idea that 

the Crusades were a holy war fought in defense of Christianity, and that the Christian armies 

were fighting for a just cause. Furthermore, some leaders saw this as a way to rally their people 

and gain support for their role, as well as nobles who would use the Crusades as a way for them 

to gain political power and land.1

Another common theme in Crusade imagery is that of pilgrimage. Many images show pilgrims 

journeying to the Holy Land, often with the aid of Christian knights and soldiers. These images 

convey the idea that the Crusades were not just a military campaign, but also a spiritual journey. 

1 https://thedigitalwalters.org.

1



HIST113 CRUSADE IMAGERY SARAI CORRY

They suggest that the Crusaders saw themselves not just as warriors, but as pilgrims on a holy 

quest to liberate the Holy Land from the infidel. For many Christians, this fight was a way to 

atone for their sins and secure a place in heaven. 2

The imagery of the Crusades also often includes images of contracts and contractual 

relationships. This reflects the fact that many Crusaders took oaths and made agreements with 

each other, as well as with the rulers of the countries they were passing through. These 

agreements were intended to ensure that the Crusaders would work together and cooperate with 

each other, and that they would respect the local laws and customs of the lands they were passing

through. Images of contracts and agreements thus convey the idea that the Crusades were not just

a chaotic and lawless military campaign, but a carefully planned and coordinated effort.3 

At the same time, however, images of contracts and agreements can also convey a sense of 

power and domination. Many of these agreements were made between Christian rulers and 

Muslim rulers and were often imposed on the latter by force. These images thus suggest that the 

Crusaders saw themselves as the superior and more powerful party in these relationships, and 

that they had the right to dictate the terms of the agreements.4

In conclusion, the imagery of the Crusades played a crucial role in shaping how these historical 

events were understood and remembered. Images of warfare, pilgrimage, and contractual 

relationships conveyed messages about the nature and purpose of the Crusades, as well as the 

values that underpinned them. While these images emphasized the nobility and piety of the 

Crusaders, they also reflected the power and domination that underpinned their efforts to conquer

2 https://crusades.ku.edu
3 https://inthemedievalmiddle.com/2013/06/crusade-charters-contracts-in-twelfth.html
4 https://www.historytoday.com/archive/crusaders-and-contracts-they-made.
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and colonize the Holy Land. Understanding these images is crucial to understanding the legacy 

of the Crusades and their impact on European and Middle Eastern history. 
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