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Portrayal of the Crusades

 

When I think of the Crusades that took place throughout the 12th and 13th centuries, I 

recognize that they were a complex and multifaceted series of events that profoundly impacted 

the history and culture of the Middle East and Europe. I also acknowledge that the Crusades have

been interpreted and remembered in different ways by different people and cultures and that their

legacy continues to be felt in the modern world.

The Crusades are frequently depicted in popular culture as a holy war between 

Christianity and Islam, in which brave Christian knights fought to retake the Holy Land from the 

pagan invaders. This story portrays the Crusades as a heroic combat against evil, a noble 

undertaking, and a defense of faith. This notion is frequently reinforced by depictions of Muslim 
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armies as brutal and the Crusaders as gallant and honorable. Popular images of the Crusades 

often convey a message of a holy war between Christianity and Islam, with brave Christian 

knights fighting to reclaim the Holy Land from the infidels. This narrative presents the Crusades 

as a noble endeavor, a defense of the faith, and a heroic struggle against evil. Portrayals of 

Muslim armies often reinforce this message by portraying them as brutal and barbaric and the 

Crusaders as chivalrous and virtuous. However, this portrayal of the Crusades needs to be 

revised and needs to pay attention to the complex political, economic, and social factors that led 

to the Crusades. It also glosses over the violence, brutality, and atrocities committed by both 

sides during the Crusades, as well as the devastating consequences of the conflict for the people 

and cultures of the Middle East.

In terms of frame values, the popular image of the Crusades often reflects values such as 

religious devotion, courage, heroism, and righteousness. However, it also reinforces values of 

intolerance, violence, and a binary worldview that pits "us" against "them." Images of contracts 

and contractual relationships often convey legality, fairness, and trust. They imply that parties to 

a contract have reached a mutually advantageous agreement and are required by law to carry out 

their respective commitments.

The reality of contractual relationships is often more complex than the idealized image. 

Power imbalances, unequal bargaining positions, and differing levels of understanding or 

awareness of contractual terms can complicate the notion of a fair and equal contract. In 

addition, contract disputes and breaches can lead to costly and time-consuming legal battles, 

which can strain relationships and erode trust. In terms of frame values, images of contracts often

reflect values such as honesty, accountability, and respect for the rule of law. However, they can 
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also reinforce values of individualism, self-interest, and a narrow focus on legal compliance 

rather than ethical responsibility.

The Crusades continue to impact modern society, and their legacy is complex and 

multifaceted. In some parts of the world, they are viewed as traumatic events representing 

Western imperialism and aggression toward the Muslim world. In the West, they are often 

portrayed as a formative event in the history of Christianity and Western civilization. However, 

there has been increasing recognition of the need for a more critical and nuanced approach to the 

study and representation of the Crusades, one that acknowledges their role in shaping the modern

world while also recognizing the damage and trauma they caused. Many scholars and activists 

are calling for a more nuanced understanding of the Crusades, which takes into account the 

complexities and nuances of their historical context and confronts the legacy of colonialism, 

imperialism, and religious conflict they represent.
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