5-3-1 Assignment Chapter 11

Questions

1. Why is pluralism so prevalent in this modern age?

2. Why does Jesus run contrary to the prevailing mood of prescriptive pluralism?
3. Why has religion been privatized?

4. Why is privatization contrary to the Christian mandate?

5. Why does Hollinger claim that Christians need to learn to be bilingual?

Answers

1. Contrary to just over a hundred years ago, people are rubbing elbows with people who are not
just culturally or ethnically different than them, but have varying perspectives regarding
reality, moral frameworks and the nature of what a “good” society truly is.

2. While much of secular pluralistic society values universalism, Jesus preached that salvation is
exclusively found in Him and what He has done alone (Jn. 14:6).

3. Religion is viewed as personal enhancement or individual meaning, but society deems that it
should have no role in the public sphere.

4. Jesus calls His followers to be salt and light in the world and, thus, encourages them to be
active participants in sharing His message in society.

5. Christians need to speak both the language of Zion (which undergirds our ethics), and a
broader language that is not dependent on the particularities of the biblical faith, This will
help Christians engage society while also staying committed to their Christian worldview.

Terms

1. pluralism — there is a sociocultural realty of discrepant worldviews, ideologies, and moral
frameworks existing side by side

2. inclusive universalism — all religious paths are equally valid in their rendition of God,
salvation and the moral life

3. moral relativism — the theory that all religious and moral frameworks themselves are relative
and have no final authority on truth or finite moral guidelines

Summary

In this chapter, Hollinger introduces and expounds on how Christians are to respond to the heavy
presence of pluralism in modern society. Hollinger claims that the truth dilemma (a tendency to
relativize all claims to truth) and the social dilemma (the increasing pluralism present in society)
do not have to be competing against a Christian worldview, but Christians can work within them
to express biblical truth. He reveals that Christians can influence pluralistic contexts while
committing to biblical truth. Thus, there is great opportunity for Christian witness and
engagement in this modern age.



