Shad Downes

4/4/23

Reading Question Week 7

Aquinas, “The Five Proofs of God” — pp. 348-351 (the first three arguments are all versions of the
" mological Argument" in favor of 's existen

1) In your own words, explain the Cosmological Argument for God's existence in terms of motion and
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2) What does an "infinite regress" mean, and why is it so central to the Cosmological argument?

3) How is the "third" of the five ways about the contingent existence of everything in the universe?
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1) Explain in your own words what Anselm means by a being "that than which nothing greater can

be conceived".



2) On 346, what is Anselm's argument about why this greatest possible being must exist in reality, by
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Hume, "The Argument from Design", pp. 365-370 (this is Hume's criticism of the "Teleological

Argument" for God's existence...)
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2) On 367, Hume, through Philo, states that for all we know, "matter may contain the source or
spring of order originally within itself, as well as mind does". What do you think he means by this
statement and the paragraph it's found in?

3) What are some of the problems Hume presents concerning the comparison of the universe to a

machine and the assumption that it must also be designed?






