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Fill in the blanks:

1. Justice is right living in all areas of life and is associated with ______ and ______.
2. The sinfulness of _______ and the inability of _____ _____ to transcend the forces of 

history send _____ and ______ in opposite directions. - Niebuhr
3. Creation in the image of God means that every human beings bears an equal dignity adn 

value before God that ought to be honored by society. That is the ultimate foundation for 
any concept of ________ ______, ______ __ ______ or ________.

4. A practical problem of egalitarian justice is determining what _____ ______ or ______.
5. ____ and ______ must play a role in distributive justice, and while Christians must be 

cautious regarding an all-encompassing state, the state has a significant role to play in 
effecting justice in society. 

Answers:
1. Fairness and integrity
2. Humanity, social life, love and justice.
3. Human rights, sense of fairness, or vision of equality.
4. Equal access or fairness looks like in real life. 
5. Individuals and churches

Definitions:

1. Retributive Justice: focuses on what is due a person when that person has perpetrated 
wrong.

2. Distributive Justice: is positive in nature, focusing on the kinds of rewards, rights, 
opportunities, services, and treatments due a person because of who that person is, what 
he or she has done, or even the group to which he or she belongs. 

3. Need Justice: What individuals are owed is based primarily on their concrete needs in a 
given sphere.

Summary:

Chapter 10 in Hollinger’s book discusses Pursuing Justice by defining different frameworks of 
justice including biblical and theological understandings. He goes over retributive justice, 
distributive justice, love and justice, egalitarian justice, and need justice with support from 
scholars, theologians and philosophers. Hollinger asserts that although justice is always a 
concern human society and complex, it is also a major theme of the bible. He also recognizes 
that Christians and all persons will always debate what justice look like in society and how it 
should be affected. 


