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5-3-1 Assignment: Bird 8.3 - 8.5
QUESTIONS

1. What are the various “shapes” of the church that Bird presents in Chapter 8.3? 
2. According to Bird, what constitutes a holistic community? 
3. What are the marks of church according to Roman Catholic apologists? 
4. What are the marks of church in Reformed theology? 
5. What are the three main models of church governance? 

Answers
1. He demonstrates the church as eschatological, Trinitarian, diaconal, fellowshipping, and 

holistic community.
2. Bird believes that the ideal life of a church should be nurtured on Spirit, Word, and 

sacrament. A healthy balance of these three would ensure commitment to Jesus’ lordship, 
live discipleship based on Word, have a community with sacramental richness, and seek the 
Spirit’s leading in preaching and pursuing justice.  

3. The church should be marked by oneness, holiness and be catholic and apostolic. 
4. The church should be defined by preaching the word and properly administering the 

sacraments. Such a view is compatible with Roman Catholicism as both marks express 
apostolicity based on unity, holiness, and catholicity. 

5. They are episcopalisnism (bishops), presbyterianism (elders), and congregationalism (there’s 
a variety of congregational models).

TERMS
● Koinonia: Greek word that designates mutual interest, generosity, participation, sharing and 

even partnership (according to Bid). 
● Episcopalianism: Form of church governance that centers on the bishop of the fulcrum of 

faith, order, and ministry with diocese as its basic unit. It is mostly practiced by Roman 
Catholics, Anglican, Orthodox, and Lutheran churches. 

● Presbyterianism: Form of church governance centered on plurality of elders as the head of the
congregation. Elders are defined as teaching elders (pastors) and ruling elders (lay leaders), 
and they have ruling authority over regional churches. 

In Chapters 8.3-8.5, Bird explores three aspects of the church– its shape, mark, and governance 
structure. Regarding the shape of the church, Bird demonstrates how the is eschatological, 
Trinitarian, diaconal, and fellowshipping, then concludes that people should aim to have a holistic 
ecclesiology that portrays all four elements. He also compares and contrasts the Roman Catholic's 
and the Reformed Theologists’ marks of the church to display that both sides are arguing for the 
same thing. Lastly, he exhibits three church governance models and concludes that there is no one 
single perfect ecclesial government, but all forms can foster a healthy church as long as the men and 
women entrusted with authority are committed to loving God and loving his people. 


