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How would you describe the hierarchical system? What responsibilities did each group 

have to the general welfare of society?

I would describe the Mayan hierarchy system as a monarchy because the king held the 

highest position of authority. The king was considered divine and served as the political, 

religious, and military leader of the city-state. The rulers and nobles, who formed the elite class, 

had the primary responsibility of governing the Mayan society. They held political and 

administrative power and were responsible for maintaining law and order, collecting taxes, and 

organizing public projects such as the construction of temples, palaces, and other public 

structures. The priests and religious leaders held significant influence in Mayan society and were

responsible for maintaining the religious and spiritual well-being of the community. They 

performed religious ceremonies, divination, and sacrifices to appease the gods, maintain the 

cosmic balance, and ensure agricultural fertility. Most of the Mayan population were farmers and

laborers who had the responsibility of cultivating crops, producing food, and engaging in various

forms of labor to sustain society.


