Giuliano Manzi Cervantes
Lyndell O'Hara
Subject Name

HIS 113 OA

Film Response:
The Mayan civilization was one of the most advanced cultures of the ancient world. They made
significant technological innovations that helped to define their people and culture. One of their
most notable technological advancements was their ability to accurately predict astronomical
events. The Mayans built observatories that allowed them to observe the stars and planets, and
they used this knowledge to create a complex calendar system that accurately predicted solar and
lunar eclipses. This advanced understanding of astronomy helped to define the Mayan culture as

one that valued knowledge and scientific inquiry.

Another significant Mayan technological innovation was their development of a sophisticated
writing system. Unlike many other ancient cultures, the Mayans had a written language that used
hieroglyphs to represent words and ideas. This system allowed them to record their history,
literature, and scientific knowledge, which helped to preserve their culture and pass it down to
future generations. The Mayan writing system was so advanced that it even included a symbol

for zero, which was not used in many other cultures until much later.



The Mayans also made significant advancements in agriculture, developing techniques such as
terrace farming and irrigation systems to help them grow crops in the often-challenging
environments of the Yucatan Peninsula. This innovation allowed the Mayans to support a large
population, and their agricultural expertise helped to define their culture as one that valued

sustainability and innovation.

Finally, the Mayans were skilled architects and engineers, building impressive structures such as
pyramids, temples, and palaces. They used advanced techniques such as corbel arches and
complex drainage systems to create buildings that were both beautiful and functional. These
structures helped to define the Mayan culture as one that valued art, architecture, and

engineering.

In conclusion, the Mayan civilization was defined by its technological innovations, which
included advanced astronomy, a sophisticated writing system, innovative agricultural techniques,
and impressive architecture and engineering. These innovations helped to define the Mayan
culture as one that valued knowledge, sustainability, art, and engineering, and they continue to

fascinate and inspire people today.



